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Karere mai i te Tumuaki : (Message from our Principal) 

Acting Principal’s Message 
 
Term Three, the wet and busy term, is 

now three weeks old and it has been 

some time since the last newsletter, 

although admittedly, the holidays also 

fell during those weeks. As always, 

there is much to share and 

acknowledge regarding events and   

happenings here at the College. 

Exciting times lie ahead for the College 

with the appointment of the              

permanent principal, Traci Liddall.  We 

look forward to working in partnership 

with Traci in support of our students, 

staff, whānau and community. 

The 31st July saw Stratford High School 

visit to play netball, hockey, soccer and 

rugby.  The exchange began with a 

pōwhiri and ended with speeches of 

acknowledgement, the presentation of 

the trophy and a light meal.                

Unfortunately, the trophy heads back 

down to Stratford, however, it was a 

wonderful opportunity for our students 

to play competitive sport as well as  

create memories.  Next year our       

College will travel to Stratford High 

School to continue the contest.  A    

special acknowledgement is given to 

the staff who, working as a team, made 

the day a positive and successful one. 

The 31st July saw staff and community 

learn together in the first of six Te Reo 

Māori 101 classes.  A special thank you 

goes to Melissa Goodin and Keith      

Edwards who, through their manaaki-

tanga, created a warm and welcoming 

learning environment for all.  

On Thursday 1st August the Year 8     

students from our contributing primary 

schools experienced a day of College 

life.  After the pōwhiri the Year 8s     

followed a timetable of activities within 

Science, Music and Te Reo Māori.     

Woven into these core subjects was a 

tour of the College and a PE activity.  

The Year 8s were nervously excited as 

they participated in classes and mingled 

with our student body. 

Looking ahead to future events this 

term there are two snow trips planned; 

one on the 9th August and a second on 

the 22nd to 23rd August.   

A Teacher Only Day is scheduled for the 

16th August which means that the     

College will be closed for instruction.  

As teachers participate in a day of 

learning students will be excitedly pre-

paring for the Ball, to be held at the 

Ōtorohanga Club on the evening of the 

16th.   

Ten Year 10 students leave for a week 

long voyage on the Spirit Of Adventure 

from the 26th to the 30th August.  

Schools from around the country send 

teams of Year 10 students to compete 

against three other schools for the 

bragging rights of winning the Spirit 

Trophy.  As team participants, our stu-

dents will enjoy activities in ship han-

dling, team work, problem solving, de-

bating and water sports.  

 

The National Secondary Schools Sports 

Tournament Week is from the 2nd to 

the 6th September.  We have four teams 

participating this year – College A     

Netball heading to North Harbour, 1st XI 

Soccer heading to New Plymouth, Girls 

Soccer heading to Hamilton and Boys 

Basketball heading to Palmerston 

North.   

Tournament Week is followed by Senior 

Derived Grade Examinations on the 

11th, 12th, 13th, 16th and 17th September.  

During this time Year 11 to 13 students 

will be on Derived Grade Examination 

Leave.  This means that Year 11 to 13 

students only attend when they have 

an exam or a timetabled assessment. 

The Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

will be held on Thursday 26th             

September from 2.30pm to 6.00pm.  

Parent /Student /Teacher Interviews 

support the three-way partnership that 

exists in a student’s journey through 

College.  Positive relationships among 

parents, students and teachers result in 

everyone working together with the 

student’s educational success as the 

priority.  We eagerly anticipate seeing 

you and your child at the Parent/

Student/Teacher Interviews. 

Term Three as stated in my opening 

sentence, is a busy one, however, our 

students gain much from participating 

in the opportunities offered to them. 

Lyndsay Kurth : Acting Principal 



Pūrongo Wiki : Sports News 

STRATFORD EXCHANGE 

Last Wednesday saw our annual sports exchange with Stratford High 
School from Taranaki.  

Once again it was a fantastic day of sporting action with some epic 
battles. 

Here are the results; 

College A Netball:        SHS 32 vs Oto Coll 30 
1st X1 Soccer:               SHS 2 vs Oto Coll 0 
Girls Soccer:                  Oto Coll 4 vs SHS 1 
1st XV Rugby:               Oto Coll 17 vs SHS 17 
Mixed Hockey:             SHS 2 vs Oto Coll 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BASKETBALL 

On Saturday the OC Senior girls played in the Waitomo closing day 
tournament and attended the Waitomo winter league competition 
prizegiving.  

The teams did very well overall. 

OC SENIOR BOYS coming 3rd Men’s A grade and won the Most Im-
proved Men's Team trophy. 

OC JUNIOR BOYS came 2nd in the Women's A grade and also won the 
Challenge Cup for the season. This cup is won week by week and the 
OCJB beat Waitete to win the cup b4 the Finale here they lost 2 
Waitete. 

OC SENIOR GIRLS did very well this season winning the Women's B 
grade 2019 in a close final against HADDITZ. 
To add to their great season 
Nganehu Rhind walked away with Female Rookie of the Year 2019. 
Congratulation Nehu. 
Coach Steve is proud of all the girls efforts and hopes they keep push-
ing their boundaries and working hard and have a a similar result for 
the College Open grade competition. 

We would like to thank all the parents and supporters who take time 
out of their busy lives to make the b-ball season possible.  
Coach Steve & Myke 

#OC#ballislife#2019 #Waitomo #winterleague 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/oc?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA6q0yXj47gyGSgishvDRAxjL0gTBd6V_Xj1_oEnlymGKDSq8vDAkzdBvmxdUVwJhdX2jb43xpOXWp3672QWQ8pUlgChWXbz3HXUhutbXjOa8_9_Ce5Wh3v3tydjPFpm5JblEZZJgo4UpnNLfRglFHKpMB_tmQHuocC4488ChURy3Gh
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/waitomo?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA6q0yXj47gyGSgishvDRAxjL0gTBd6V_Xj1_oEnlymGKDSq8vDAkzdBvmxdUVwJhdX2jb43xpOXWp3672QWQ8pUlgChWXbz3HXUhutbXjOa8_9_Ce5Wh3v3tydjPFpm5JblEZZJgo4UpnNLfRglFHKpMB_tmQHuocC4488ChU
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/winterleague?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARA6q0yXj47gyGSgishvDRAxjL0gTBd6V_Xj1_oEnlymGKDSq8vDAkzdBvmxdUVwJhdX2jb43xpOXWp3672QWQ8pUlgChWXbz3HXUhutbXjOa8_9_Ce5Wh3v3tydjPFpm5JblEZZJgo4UpnNLfRglFHKpMB_tmQHuocC44


Tumuaki cont ... Pūrongo Wiki : Sports News cont…. 

SOCCER 
On Saturday our 1st XI soccer team had a tough battle 
right to the final whistle which resulted in a 4-4 draw 
against the Morrinsville 1st XI today. A fantastic team 
effort with goals scored by John Batger, Josh Coles,        
Harry Sheehy & Tom Barton. Player of the day Reilly Fox. 
Also today, despite the chilly weather it was a great game 
today from the Girls team securing a win 3-1 which is a 
reverse score against Hamilton Christian School in our first 
round playing them. We thank HCS for a challenging game 
and good sportsmanship. Player of the day was split       
between Chelsea Hammersley and Leanne Hofer-Nigg but 
a massive well done to all players for their huge team 
effort. Thanks to our coach Noel Fox, our supporters and 
parents for your continued support and to those who 
helped out and played for the Junior boys team today. 
Give yourselves a pat on the back. 
 
 
 
 
1st XV Rugby 
In has been a very busy week for the first XV having to play 
two games in their last week of the season. After   
Wednesdays 17 all draw with Stratford they went up the 
road to Hamilton to play Hillcrest 1st XV on Saturday.    
Going into the lead at halftime 14-7 with tries to Cohen 
Tamaki and Bradley Anderson, you could see the physical 
game of the Wednesday take its toll. With a lot of injuries 
to key players and no reserves, the boys ran out of juice 
and a spirited Hillcrest ended up with a comfortable       
victory. With that being the final game of the season, the 
1st XV have ended up finishing 5th in the top 8 1st XV 
competition. 

Talent wins games,  

but teamwork and intelligence wins championships 

Michael Jordan 



 

Karere Netball : Netball News 

The College entered 4 teams in the Ōtorohanga Netball Centre com-
petition for the ten weeks of Term Two     College A in A Grade, Col-
lege B in B Grade and College Maroon and Gold in C Grade. It was 
pleasing to see a number of different teams enter the B and C Grade  
competition this year which ensured the games were  competitive, 
entertaining to watch and the results were pleasing. 
Congratulations to College Maroon for winning the C Grade Round 
Robin competition.  They played consistently during the season and 
did themselves proud with their on the court and off the court be-
haviour.  Well done to the other teams who all had a mix of wins 
and losses, but never gave up.   
College A are now preparing for Tournament week in Auckland from 
1st Sept to 6th Sept.  They will play 2 games a day for 5 days. This is 
always a tough week of netball which challenges even the fittest 
and able  netballers.  Sadly, we lose our Year 13’s, Jessica Russell 
and Caitlyn Morrison at the end of this season. Jessica has had 5 
years in College A and Caitlyn 3 years.  We wish them well and hope 
they continue to play netball  somewhere next year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MELBOURNE TOUR 
It was pleasing to see a tour on the Calendar and the first for a num-
ber of years.  Melbourne was chosen to enable us to pay a return 
visit Genazzano FCJ College as we host them every second year here 
at the College.  In December 2018 we had the pleasure of also 
hosting Loyola College (also from Melbourne) here at the College 
for a tough competitive netball game.  With these two contacts we 
were able to organise visits to their schools, games of netball and 
share kai with them. Along with these two schools we also played 
the Boroondara U15 and U17 Representative teams.  Our girls stood 
up to the Aussie one handed style of play and our games were very 
competitive. We were lucky to have 15 players, 4 staff and 1 parent 
take part in this tour.   
 
When not netballing the girls experienced a range of activities and 
shopping.  Experiences such as catching trams was very interesting; 
comments such as ‘being packed in like sardines’ came to mind, 
running to catch trams as you saw it coming, being in close proximi-
ty to a range of different people of all cultures.  Sightseeing includ-
ed: MCG Tour,        Melbourne Aquarium, Melbourne Star Wheel, 
Luna Park and Werribee Natural Park Zoo (this included a safari ride 
to see animals on the Savannah). Street art was also on the sight-
seeing as we walked each day in the central city. Melbourne is well 
known as the shopping mecca and the girls certainly made the most 
of any shopping opportunity. There were friendships made, lots of 
laughs and some challenges at times, but it was a pleasure to spend 
time with each other.  
 
We look forward to Genazzano FCJ returning here next year in June 
and hopefully Loyola College at some stage over the next two 
years.  

 
The Melbourne Netball Tour was by far the best school trip I have 
ever been on. The 14 other girls made the trip so amazing, and I 
have come back with so many hilarious and wonderful memories. 
With Mrs Flay, Aunty Jaimee, Mrs Russell, Miss Dorne and Vickie 
spending many hours organising we had the best days planned for 
us. They were all strict enough to keep us safe and responsible, but 
still had so much fun with all of us. It was so cool to experience net-
ball the way that the Australians play and learning from the differ-
ent skills that they have. I hope other girls in years to come at Ōto-
rohanga have the chance to have experiences as amazing as this 
one!     Kyah Cornes 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to Karen Flay, Donna Russell, 
Jaimee Tamaki, Nikita Dorne and the fifteen amazing girls who I was 
lucky enough to spend 9 days with them in Melbourne. 
I can truly say it was one of the most rewarding and memorable 
experiences I have ever had.  
Ōtorohanga College can be very proud of how all the girls conduct-
ed themselves whilst they were away. 
And the College can also feel very lucky to have Karen, Donna, 
Jaimee and Nikita who are so dedicated and hardworking. Those 
girls could not have been in safer hands. 
We have all (adults and girls) come back as lifelong friends and have 
some amazing memories that will be with us for life. 
Vickie Cornes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tumuaki cont ... Coming Soon…………….. 



Coming Soon…………….. 



 

Tumuaki cont ... Heading 
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Tumuaki cont ... Heading 



 

Coming Soon…………….. 



Panui Nui : Important Notice 

SAVE THE DATE 

Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

THURSDAY the 26th of SEPTEMBER 

2.30pm to 6.00pm 

 

Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews support the three-way partnership that exists in a   student’s journey 
through College.  Positive relationships among parents, students and teachers result in everyone working 
together with the student’s educational success as the priority.  The           academic and personal 
achievement of your child is at the heart of everything we do at        Ōtorohanga College. 
 

With this in mind, you are warmly invited to attend the Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews to be held on 
Thursday 26th of September from 2.30pm to 6.00pm.  Interview bookings can be   scheduled online or 
through the College Office.  Further information as to how to do this will be in the next newsletter. 
 

We eagerly anticipate seeing you and your child at the Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews as they are a 
wonderful opportunity to connect, communicate and collaborate with your  child/ren’s teachers and to dis-
cuss how we can use a team approach to enhance achievement. 

‘ Teacher Only Day ’ 
Ōtorohanga College will be closed for instructions on                                                

Friday 16th August for Teacher Only Day                                                                            
Staff will be at school on this day undertaking professional development 



Nga Mahi me nga Ara : (Careers & Pathways) 

Term 3 marks the beginning of our regular engagement in the Learner Licence Workshops at Number Twelve. 
After the first two weeks, we now have TEN more licenced learner drivers in our kura. We have had a 100% pass 
rate so far. Well done everybody!  
 
As well as learners, we currently have nine restricted drivers attending a Defensive Driving Course which will get 
them that one step closer to gaining a full licence. 
  
Number Twelve assisted 17 people through to their Restricted Licence during the school holidays and have got 
at least two of our students ready to sit their test this and next week.  We are grateful to the reliability of all our 
students so far; they all turn up on time, and have used their training to 100% success rate.  They all respect the 
privilege of the licencing programme, and the minimal cost of $20 at each licence stage. 
  
On Friday 26 July, Ms Campbell and three students travelled with a bus load of students from rural Waikato 
schools up to AUT for a Health Science information day. The group gained valuable information on the various 
health degrees offered at AUT, with particular interest in paramedicine, physiotherapy and midwifery.  
  
This term, Pathways has purchased a new online software system named Career Central. This system opens the 
world of work and education to us all. It is updated continually with multiple pathways from college into the 
workforce, further training and education.  Career Central builds a student's profile and understanding of their 
own capacities. Pathways can streamline how we communicate with students about their interests and aspira-
tions, and coordinate the opportunities and events available throughout the school year. As well as building a 
profile, students are able to complete surveys, create a CV and communicate directly with Pathways staff. Many 
of our students have had an opportunity to explore Career Central already, but we are only in our third week of 
trialing it so there is much more to come.  Please do log in and have a look at www.careercentral.school.nz. 
Feedback has been positive so far. Let us know what you think! 

http://www.careercentral.school.nz/


 

Te kowhiringa akoranga a te kura mo Ōtorohanga mo te 2020 : 
Ōtorohanga College Course Selection for 2020 

Course Selection for Next Year Goes Live on the Portal on the 16th of August 2019 
 
Every effort is made to ensure that as many students as possible are able to study the courses they want.  When a 
student’s first choice of courses are not possible due to a timetable clash, oversubscription or a course not        
running, further course counselling will be provided.  Courses which do not attract a sufficient number of students 
will not run, however, every attempt is made to ensure the continuity of courses. Placement in courses is           
dependent on all prerequisites being met and/or at the discretion of the HOF and on the completion of course  
selection by the due date. 
 
All students will be offered advice by their Dean to ensure that a sensible and realistic course of study is 
planned.  Parents/caregivers will also be involved in this decision via the Parent Portal. 
 
Plan a programme of learning that best suits your future ambitions. We want you to take courses in 2020 for all 
the right reasons. 
 
Think carefully, talk to your teachers and parents.  Spend time and energy in the selection process to ensure that 
you have a course that is challenging and enriching.  Choose wisely and plan to make 2020 your best year at     
Ōtorohanga College. 
 
When considering your courses for 2020 you should:  
 Take into account your strengths and interests in the various areas of study  
 Select courses that are within your capabilities 
 Look at the learning approach in the courses and consider whether it suits your style of learning 
 Give thought to the requirements for future qualifications and employment 
 
Research shows that the two main influences on course choices are which courses your friends are taking and who 
is teaching a particular course.  Neither of these should influence your course choice. Concentrate on what you 
need for your future career pathway. 
 
Do not get caught up in the following myths: 
 My friends are/are not doing it 
 Mrs/Mr is/is not teaching it 
 It will get me into University or it will get me a job 
 Cannot think of anything else to take 
 
ADVICE ON SELECTING YOUR SUBJECTS  
 
Here is a formula that may help you: 
  

ABILITY +    INTEREST + OCCUPATION =    COURSE CHOICE 
 
In making decisions you should seek help.  The choices you make now need to suit your abilities, your goals and 
your future.  Seek advice from your Whānau Teacher, Dean, Head Of Faculty, Course Teacher, Careers Team,     
parents or guardians, older brothers and sisters and people in the workplace.  Look up career advice websites such 
as www.careers.govt.nz 
 

Parents please sit with your kids and help select next year’s subjects from 16th of August 2019  

The secret in education lies in respecting the student 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

http://www.careers.govt.nz/


 

Maramataka Kura  : (School Calendar) 

DATE ACTIVITY 
16th Aug Teacher Only Day 

25th Aug Spirit of Adventure 

22nd—23rd Aug Snow Trip 

2nd —6th Sept Boys Soccer Tournament (New Plymouth) 

Girls Soccer Tournament (Hamilton 2nd—5th Sept) 

Basketball Tournament (Rotorua) 

Netball Tournament (Auckland) 

26th Sept Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 

28th Sept End of Term 

‘ Teacher Only Day ’ 
Ōtorohanga College will be closed for instructions on                                                

Friday 16th August for Teacher Only Day                                                                            
Staff will be at school on this day undertaking professional development 



These are the services that are currently  

available here at Ōtorohanga College: 

Monday  

  

Public Health Nurse Clinic – Anne Green 

Office situated on side of E block 

10.00 – 11.00 

 

Guidance counselling available for an appointment with Naomi Bennett see your 

Dean. 

 

Tuesday  

Physiotherapist - Kara Thomas 

8.45 – 12.00 in Student Wellness 3  (Sick bay) 

 

Guidance counselling available for an appointment with Naomi Bennett see your 

Dean. 

 

Wednesday  

Attendance Service 

8.30 – 3.00 in the Interview Room 

Guidance counselling available for an appointment with Naomi Bennett see your 

Dean. 

 

Thursday  

Drug and Alcohol Counsellor Available 

Youth Intact 

 

Physiotherapist - Kara Thomas 

8.45 – 12.00 in Student Wellness 3  (Sick bay) 

            

Guidance counselling available for an appointment with Naomi Bennett see your 

Dean. 

 

Friday  

Physiotherapist –Kara Thomas 

8.45 – 12.00 in Student Wellness 3  (Sick bay) 

 

Doctor Joyce Wong 

1.00 - Student Wellness 3 (Sick bay) 

 

Te Whanaketanga o te äkonga : (Student wellbeing) 



Whakapā mai : (Contact Us) 

Attendance 
 
It is a legal requirement that   
students attend school.    
Requests must be made in 
writing to the Whānau 
Teacher for any time out of 
school.  At Ōtorohanga   
College we have a system 
where contact is made on 
the first day of absence by 
the Whānau Teacher to the  
family for an   unexplained         
absence.  You will also      
notice that we regularly 
send out text messages to      
families of students that 
have an unexplained          
absence.  We ask that    
families / caregivers ring the 
College Office to explain if 
your child is sick each day. 
 
In our student management 
system students will be 
marked absent and the 
code will be changed when 
contact has been made with 
the school. 
 
For a student staying home 
sick the code is changed to 
a M, a medical certificate 
must be   supplied after 3 
days of Ms. 
 
The code will be changed to 

a     J for Justified absence if 
for     example the bus 
breaks down, or there is an 
accident or a road closure 
or in extreme weather    
conditions that stops the        
student being at school. 
It will change to an E for           
Explained absence, but not     
justified in the following 
cases: a student looking 
after their      siblings for 
the day, a student took the 
day off for a haircut. 
 
The Ministry of Education        
require us to code a family 
holiday during term time as 
G, this is not a justified     
absence. 
Students who still have an       
unexplained absence on the  
second day will be referred 
to the Dean.  Students who 
have 3 days of unexplained 
absences will be referred to 
the   Attendance Service.   
 
Sickness 
 
If a student becomes ill  
during the school day, the 
student reports to the front 
Office and every endeavour 
will be made to make     
contact with home.           
Students will not be allowed 

to go home without a    
caregiver being contacted. 
 
Signing Out 
 
If a student needs to leave 
College during the school 
day they will need to bring a 
signed note from home to 
the front Office to sign out.  
Students without notes are 
not permitted to leave the 
school grounds.  Students 
may apply for a lunch pass; 
if approved this allows    
students to go to their   
family home for lunch     
during lunchtime.  The    
student will be issued with a 
laminated lunch pass which 
you must carry on you when 
leaving at lunchtime. A 
lunch pass still requires you 
to sign out each day          
although you do not need 
to bring a note every day. 
Please see Mrs Russell if you 
think you may need a lunch 
pass.  
 
 
Updating Info 
 
Reminder that if your       
details change, eg: address 
or phone numbers, please 
contact the office to update 
files. 



Ōtorohanga College 

Bledisloe Avenue, Ōtorohanga 3900 

Phone: 07 873 8029 Fax: 07 873 7414 

www.otocoll.school.nz 

For Farmside or slower internet connections, use  

www.otocoll.school.nz/site-map or click on the SITE MAP link   

www.facebook.com/ŌtorohangaCollege  

www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre  

www.facebook.com/ŌtorohangaCollegeSports 

http://www.otocoll.school.nz
http://www.otocoll.school.nz/site-map
http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege
http://www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre
https://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports

