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16th May 2019 

 

Tēnā koe staff, parents and caregivers, 

Staff and Community Update:  Appointment of Permanent Principal 

The Limited Statutory Manager (LSM, Paul Matthews) received six applications for the principal 

position by the closing date. The authorised BOT Appointments Committee met last week to consider 

all applications and to arrange initial referee checks.  On Monday 13th May, the LSM advised the Board 

to re-advertise the principal’s position, with a new closing date of Friday 28th June 2019.   The Board 

fully support this decision. 

The Board remains committed to seeking an experienced and successful leader for Ōtorohanga 

College, who can manage the complex and positive changes that need to be made. The special 

Principal Recruitment Allowance (PRA) is intended for just this purpose.  Applications were received 

from several high calibre senior leaders. 

The LSM, Board and senior managers will now consider the most appropriate plan for the continued 

leadership of the College until the new principal is appointed and able to take up their responsibilities 

– realistically at the start of Term 4.  Ensuring effective teaching and learning, and support for students 

and staff, will be the top priorities in this plan. 

The next update communication will be published after the May Board meeting due to be held on 

Thursday 30th May and will include college leadership organisation to the start of Term 4. 

 

Staffing Changes 

Three members of staff have offered their resignation in recent weeks.  We wish to extend our grateful 

thanks and appreciation to Zowie Newton, Kristen Flay and James Buckley for their dedication and 

service to the college.  We wish them all the very best for their future endeavours.   

 

Trustee Triennial Elections – closing date for nominations is 12 noon, 24 May 

By now you will have received nomination forms from the Returning Officer, April Tauelangi.  Please 

consider stepping forward if you believe you can work strategically with a team to improve student 

outcomes at the College.  The Board needs diverse, experienced and strategic trustees to move the 

school forward.  If there are more nominations than vacancies for parent representatives, a voting 

election will be held.  Make your vote count! 
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Parent Consultation Hui 

Thank you to the parents who gave up their evenings and attended the parent consultation hui on 

Wednesday 15th.  A small group of parents discussed a range of topics with Lorraine and Paul, including 

areas for celebration and improvement and the role of parents in the secondary school setting.  The 

quality of feedback gathered from this meeting was very rich.  This information will be summarised 

and shared with parents, the Board and school leadership. 

 

As always, our most sincere thanks to you all for your patience, understanding and support.     

 

Ngā mihi nui 

       

Paul Matthews        Lorraine Fox 

Limited Statutory Manager      Chair, Ōtorohanga BOT 

 


