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 ŌTOROHANGA COLLEGE 

Senior Prizegiving 2017 

Principal’s kōrero 

Ka tangi ngā kuaka 

Kua tae mai te Kōanga 

Māmari te waka, Ruanui te tangata 

Mai i ngā ngāhere hāwere o Mangamuka, ki ngā takutai torehape, ki ngā one ātaahua hoki, e kōpikopi-

ko ana ki te Rerenga Wairua 

I noho mātau, ngā kaitiaki o tēnā rohe me Hawaiiki hoki 

Ahakoa kei te Whanganui-ā-Tara te Ūpoko, mā tōna hiku ia e hautū 

Ko mātau te hiku o te ika a Maui 

Kuri, Takoto, Pātū, Kahu, Aupōuri, Rarawa 

Nō Muriwhenua mātau 

Nāu e whatu te kākahu he tāniko tāku 

Hau mie, hui e, tāiki e 

I welcome you all, ladies and gentlemen, students, whānau, koro mā, kuia mā, distinguished guests, I 

pay homage to those who couldn’t be here and those who have since left us, to join our ancestors. 

Haere koutou, haere ki Hawaiiki, ki Hawaiiki nui, ki Hawaiiki roa, ki Hawaiiki pāmamao. Ki te hunga 

ora, tēnā koutou katoa.  

Ki tā tātau nei Kīngi, arā ko Kīngi Tuheitia, ngā mihi rangatira ki a koe me tōu whānau hoki. Rire, rire, 

rire hau, Paimarire. 

Welcome everyone to this occasion in which we, together as a school, celebrate excellence in achieve-
ment and effort in a sweeping range of activities.  
 
KO TE MANA MŌ MUA I TE WHAKAMANA.  
HONOUR BEFORE HONOURS 
 
Although there will be time later to acknowledge these people that are leaving Ōtorohanga College, I 

would like to publicly thank these individuals on a personal level in this public forum. 

Firstly and this is in no particular order I would like to thank Mrs Gwen Buckley who we acknowledged 

this morning. Mrs Buckley has filled a Maternity leave position. She has made this position her own 

with professionalism and her special empathy for all her students. This will be missed. I will personally 

miss her spectacular carrot cake, although my waist line will not. Thank you Mrs Buckley.  

We welcome back Mrs Thomas tomorrow and look forward to supporting her to get back into the swing 

of things here at the College. 

 Mr Ernest Montgomery who is stepping down from the Board of Trustees. He has been a stalwart for 

Ōtorohanga College for a number of years now and his professional life has made it impossible for him 

to continue. In his words he can be two places at once, however, any more than that is a challenge. 

Ngā mihi e te tuakana. 

Two people, Mr Chris van der Heyden and Mr Keith Edwards are replacing him. Nau mai haere mai 

kōrua. Welcome to you both. I eagerly anticipate working with you both. 

 



 Mrs Diane Pemberton is stepping down as Dean. Her professionalism and empathy for her students 

will be missed at this level, however I am sure we will see plenty more of this as she gets her teeth into 

another focus.  

Miss Annalyse Pierce has resigned as she furthers her experience in education. Miss Pierce has 

worked hard for us in her time here at Ōtorohanga College and we wish her well in her future endeav-

ours. 

Miss Maria Lund finishes with us at the end of this year. Miss Lund has been extraordinary in her sup-

port for the College and has always been willing to plug gaps when they have appeared. I thank her for 

her professionalism in that regard. 

Mr Robert Glover our Science Technician has decided to hang up his test tubes and retire. The work 

he does is the type of work that flies under the radar, however it is critical for experiments and the like 

that occur in the Science Department without him. I thank you Mr Glover for your work and for your 

personal touch around the school with your always warm greetings and pleasant interactions. As you 

move into the retirement phase of your life – Travel well. 

To these staff leaving, we wish you all the very best as you all move into other areas in your lives. You 

will always be part of our whānau here at Ōtorohanga College. Please come back and visit us from 

time to time, telling us of your travels. Kei te mihi, kei te mihi, kei te mihi ki a koutou katoa. 

2017 has been a challenging time for Ōtorohanga College. As we strive to reach our Annual goals, we 
are all interrogating our practice to ensure we are always the best we can be for our students. This 
journey continues to challenge us all every step of the way, however we are all determined to get to 
our end goal of being, ‘An Exceptional College’  
Further, I am confident that with the staff we have that this end goal is closer than we envisage. We 
have rolled our sleeves up and begun the task of ensuring there is a shared understanding across the 
school and across our community of what it is exactly that we need to do together to achieve the same. 
Exciting times. 
As a part of this, we have a number of initiatives within the College that are beginning to gain momen-
tum.  
Te Ope Angitū is one of these. This group aptly named our ‘Success Group’ is the group of students 
that we are targeting as part of our ‘Student Focused Methodology’. This will enable our drive to 
achieve success for all and more specifically success for this group. Our hypothesis is that with this 
success will come improvements in our NCEA results in the next 2-3 years and beyond. The Board of 
Trustees plays a critical part in this quest. They will as the communities representatives, continually 
seek clarification by way of explanation and data to support their understanding of our improvement as 
a school. Therefore holding me to account as the Leader of Learning and providing a community in-
sight in to what our parents want for their children. 
I would also like to add here that we are extremely fortunate with the Board of Trustees that we have. I 
would like to thank them all through the leadership of Mr. Paul Singh for their relentless efforts in mak-
ing our College exceptional. 
The Board continues to make courageous decisions around student achievement, fiscal responsibility 
and teacher accountability. All these informed decisions have a critical eye on what is best for our stu-
dents. This time next year I will be able to speak to the improvements that we are seeking and no 
doubt we will reach with this process firmly entrenched in the psyche of Ōtorohanga College. 
I personally thank the Board of Trustees, everyone for your continued enthusiasm. 
 

“Ā muri, kia mau ki tēnā, kia mau ki te kawa mārō, whanake ake, whanake ake.”  

This Maniapoto (Maniapoto C. 1690) proverb talks about not deviating from the task once you are set 
and staying the course. A relentless determination. 

Our parent forums this year were a great success. As a result, we have collated the voice of our com-
munity and now beginning to develop plans to implement a number of these ideas. We plan another 
parent forum early next year and so will be advertising this well in advance via our newsletter, web 
page and community voice. So please take advantage of this opportunity to help us create the excep-
tional College that all want for our students. 



 One of the strong messages we got is that we would like to re-visit our uniform. Our community wants 

all our students in uniform. Actually we know that when you look awesome that the awesome results 

will follow. 2018 will see our Year 13 students in uniform. Then over the next period we will be looking 

at our options to re-brand ourselves as Ōtorohanga College in the colours gifted to us by the region. 

We are the only College in New Zealand that carries the colours of their province. Our colours are Ma-

roon and Gold. We are already looking to manufacturers to see what they can do for us. This is a pro-

cess that will take time and rest assured there will be no surprises and our timeline will allow us to re-

duce the financial burden on our families. There is a little of the unknown here however we anticipate a 

3-5 year lead in time. Suffice to say our uniform will stay as it is for now with the only change being that 

all year levels are wearing uniform, without exception. 

Ko Rereahu te tūpuna     

Ko Te Ihingarangi te tuakana   

Ko Maniapoto te mana o te iwi 

This whakapapa represents our area and the significant whānau who abound this area.  

I am committed and determined to work with our whānau to get the best outcomes for all our students. 

I would like to conclude this kōrero with a special acknowledgement of one of our students. We are cel-

ebrating excellence tonight and being and ex military man I could not let this opportunity be missed.  

Our Head Boy for 2017 Charles Ward has just been accepted for the Royal New Zealand Navy. Some 

of you may know this and also some further detail. However what makes this exceptionally special is 

that Charles has been accepted for Naval Officer training.  

I know from my experience that this is extremely difficult to do. Charles competed with other students 

across the country, and what is not acknowledged is that he also competed with serving personnel, so 

for a student to go into the Military as an officer is rare and also extremely special so please join me in 

congratulating another success story from Ōtorohanga College. 

I wish all our students well with their upcoming exams and look forward to seeing our results early in 

2018. 

Finally, my whānau and I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous 

New Year. 

 
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, huri noa, huri noa i te whare, tihewa mauriora tātau katoa. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mr Lindsay Dunn 

Principal / Tumuaki 

Ōtorohanga College 



 BOT Chairman Report 3
rd

 November 2017 

Senior Students -  Good Luck! 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would like to wish all of our senior students the 

best of luck for their upcoming exams and results in their studies towards achieving 

NCEA. 

New BOT Members 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ernest Montgomery for his hard work and 

input into the BOT, his institutional knowledge and particularly his contribution to                 

discipline meetings was invaluable. Thank you, Ernest. 

Keith Edwards has filled the casual position on the BOT, Keith has an extensive                       

experience in Education, including a Bachelor of Education and a Masters in Applied                

Indigenous Knowledge. He has also had Management positions in tertiary institutions as 

well as been a former Chairman of a Board of Trustees. Keith has a daughter in Year 10 

and his wife is Principal of St Mary’s Catholic School; Deidre Edwards. 

We have also taken the opportunity to co-opt Chris van der Heyden onto the Board. 

Chris is a popular personality in our town and attended Ōtorohanga College himself. He 

is the President of the Otorohanga Lions Club and spent 10 years on the BOT of St 

Mary’s Catholic School.  

Welcome Keith and Chris. 

Parent Forum 

We are planning to hold a Parent Forum early in the new year, the date we have                 

pencilled in is the evening of Monday 26
th

 February. It is important the BOT obtains 

its direction from parents and the community, so please keep this date free, we would 

love to see you there. 

Communities of Learning (Kahui Ako) 

Communities of Learning or Kahui Ako is where we as a college work together with our 

feeder primary schools to ensure our learners reach their full potential.  

We are in the process of appointing a leader for this exciting initiative, more in the next 

newsletter hopefully. 

Hostel Redevelopment 

With a new Government, our approach of working closely with our local MP’s doesn’t 

change. Taranaki – King Country MP Barbara Kuriger and Maori Constituent MP’s              

Nanaia Mahuta and Adrian Rurawhe are working cross-party in helping us with this            

important initiative. We will continue to work positively with our members of parliament 

to gain funding for this critical part of our school. 

All the best. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees  

Paul Singh, Chairperson, Ōtorohanga College 



 BOT Chairman Report 10th November 2017 
Speech Senior Prizegiving 
 
Kia ora everyone, 
 
Tonight is a celebration of hard work and sacrifice. 
 
All of the students receiving accolades tonight have worked hard and done the hard yards, however, 
prizegiving is not a perfect science, there will be students who have worked hard and do not receive 
any awards tonight, to them I suggest that that you just continue to work hard, your day will come.  So 
to the students who do receive awards tonight, on behalf of the BOT, congratulations. 
 
I have a number of acknowledgments to make:  
Firstly, to our Teaching staff: I would like to thank you for your commitment and hard work. Your late 
nights spent planning and marking, Your weekends taken up with student sport and fund raising. On 
behalf of the Board of Trustees and the Community I thank you. 
The BOT CEO, our Principal, Mr Dunn. Mr Dunn always puts students at the centre of everything he 
does and we appreciate his hard work. The Community have been very clear, you want an exceptional 
school: Mr Dunn has been implementing changes that have not always been popular, but are changes 
that are needed to achieve the communities vision. There will be one constant going forward: Change. 
 
Ernest Montgomery: I want to thank Ernest for his many years of service on the BOT of Ōtorohanga 
College, he is a very experienced BOT member and we miss his talent and skills.  Mi-Claire Venter: 
With your humour and personality you will enhance any environment that you chose to move into. 
Thank you both for your service over the year. 
 
We have three new BOT members: 
Keith Edwards: Keith has an extensive education background, he has a Bachelors in Education and a 
Masters degree, he works in the tertiary Sector and his wife Deidre is the Principal of St Marys Catholic 
School. 
Chris van der Heyden: Chris does not need any introduction, he is an immediate past president of the 
Otorohanga Lions Club, he was 9 years on the St Marys BOT and he was a sharp No 7 for Otorohanga 
Rugby Club back in the day. 
Ashlee Hawkes-Board our new Student Rep - Welcome to all of our new Board members. 
 
Update on some areas: 
Hostel Rebuild: The Board have approved a Working Group to progress the Hostel Rebuild, This group 
includes the Principals and/or BOT Chairs of our five coastal schools added to our BOT. The BOT are 
working closely with our three members of parliament: Nanaia Mahuta, Adrian Rurawhe and Barbara 
Kuriger. Our MP’s are working cross-party, so nothing changed with the change in government. Our 
premise is simple: We see the Hostel as the High School for the five Coastal Primary schools, so 
therefore it should be funded by the State and not the BOT. 
 
Parent Forum: Please keep the evening of Monday 26th February free, we have a parent forum where 
parents and the community can help provide the BOT with guidance on the direction you would like to 
see the school move in.  
 
Ōtorohanga College recruitment focus is on specialist teachers: I am pleased to announce that we 
have appointed a Physics Teacher to our outstanding Science Department starting in 2018, he also 
has experience in Agricultural Science, an important direction the community would like us to move to-
wards. The BOT have also approved the addition of a specialist maths teacher. 
 
All the best. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees  
Paul Singh 
Chairperson 
Ōtorohanga College 



 SENIOR PRIZEGIVING 2017 
Athletics 
Senior Boys’ Athletics Championship Norman Fisher Cup  Dallas Maguire 
Runner Up  Emil Jepsen 
Senior Girls’ Athletics Championship Dalziel Cup   Leah Knight 
Runner Up  Tori van der Heyden 
Intermediate Boys’ Athletics Championship Intermediate Cup Dion Pye 
Runner Up  Samuel Oakley-Smith 
Intermediate Girls’ Athletics Championship McKenzie Cup Iris Hut 
House Athletics Jennifer Thompson Trophy   Hotson 
Swimming 
Senior Boys’ Swimming Championship Mark Trubshaw Memorial Stephen Anderson 
Runner Up  Harry Anglesey 
Senior Girls’ Swimming Championship Madgwick Cup  Shannon Hofer-Nigg 
Runner Up  Jessica Sheehy 
Intermediate Boys’ Swimming Championship Paul Munro Memorial Harry Sheehy 
Runner Up  Cooper Fortis 
Intermediate Girls’ Swimming Championship Joanne Davidson Cup Jessica Russell 
Runner Up  Keely Hughes 
House Swimming Lois McMillan Trophy Hotson 
Cross Country 
Senior Boys’ Cross Country Championship MacPherson Cup Sebastian Pinny 
Runner Up  Zachary Hill 
Senior Girls’ Cross Country Championship Thompson Holmes Cup Leah Knight 
Runner Up  Tori van der Heyden 
Intermediate Boys’ Cross Country Championship D.C. Bailey Intermediate Cup Matthew Bolger 
Intermediate Girls’ Cross Country Championship Arnold Cup Caitlyn Morrison 
Others 
Most Improved Rugby Player      Wilkinson Cup  Jaycee Shearer 
Best All Round Cricketer     A D Long Cup   Jake Marcroft 
Most Improved Cricketer  A L Miller Cup   Heremaia Koroheke 
Best All Round Soccer Player Vellenoweth Trophy  Dallas Maguire 
Contribution To Girls’ Soccer Drummond Cup  Sophie Jones 
Most Improved Female Hockey Player  Trophy donated by the Robinson and Sullivan Family Jacin-
da Baker-Singh 
Best All Round Female Hockey Player Jude Roulston Cup Sharnae Ormsby 
Most Outstanding Netball Player  Marjorie Carr Trophy Tori van der Heyden 
Basketball’s Most Valuable Female Player    Khelli Willison 
Most Improved Senior Female Basketball Player   Breehan Driver 
Basketball’s Most Valuable Male Player Dave Murray Trophy Te Reihana Kingi 
Most Improved Senior Male Basketball Player    Bennett Sanson 
Best Performance By An Individual In A Season Prize Sponsored By Freedom 2 Play Jake Marcroft 
Senior Speech  Moorhead Cup  Samantha Coles  
Contribution To Music Hayes Trophy  Theodore Maoate 
Year 13  Personality Award Selected By The Head Boy  Van Grootel Trophy  Matt Kerr-Bell 
House Points House Points Cup Hotson 
House Leader Tremont Rhind-Williams  
Blues 
Jaide Barlow   Rugby 
Dion Pye    Rugby 
Te Oru Te Huia   Rugby 
Dylan Toa    Rugby 
Jessica Sheehy   Hockey 
Ashlee Hawkes-Board Hockey 
Sharnae Ormsby  Hockey 
Leah Knight   Hockey 
Courtney Irwin   Hockey 
Jacinda Baker-Singh  Equestrian 
Jennifer Clark   Special Olympics 



 Kymba Montgomery  Lawn Bowls 
Dallas Maguire   Soccer 
Harry Sheehy   Soccer and Swimming 
Jake Marcroft   Cricket and Soccer 
Jessica Russell   Cricket and Netball 
Tori van der Heyden  Netball and the High Performance Sports Programme 
Year 11 Awards 
Kymba Montgomery  3rd  English 12W  
Braedyn Roach   2nd  Mathematics 12W  
Sam Oakley-Smith  2nd  Resistant Materials Wood  
Keely Hughes   2nd  Hospitality  
Shaolin Tapiata   2nd  English 12W  
Grace McDonald  1st  English 13W  
Kiani Te Kanawa Hughes 1st  Literacy  Senior Skills Academy  
Marshall Cruickshank 1st  Numeracy  Senior Skills Academy  
Beaudy Kete   1st  Mathematics 12W  
Sateva Hennessey  1st  Science 13W  
Libby White   1st  Technology Fabric  
Megan Park   1st  Visual Art  
Jodie Wilson   1st  Hospitality  
Dorothy Ward   1st  Design And Visual Communication  
Bennett Sanson  1st  Resistant Materials Metal 
Kirikowhai Maihi  1st  Te Reo Māori  
Jessica Russell   3rd  Physical Education And Health  
     2nd  Technology Food And Nutrition  
Chloe Smith   2nd  Mathematics 11W  
     1st  Economics  
Mikyla Barnes   1st  Music  
     1st  Performing Arts 
Gypsy Pattie   2nd  Science 12W  
     1st  Resistant Materials Wood  
     1st  Digital Technologies  
Shynal Chandra  1st  English12W  
     1st  Science 12W  
     1st  Mathematics 13W  
     1st  Accounting  
Jacinda Baker Singh  2nd  Science 11W  
     1st  Physical Education And Health  
     1st  English 11W  
     1st  History  
Harry Sheehy   2nd  English 11W  
     2nd  Physical Education And Health  
     1st  Science 11W  
     1st  Technology Food And Nutrition  
     1st  Mathematics 11W  
Year 12 
Jacob Hughes   2nd  Physical Education Recreation  
Eric Hawkins   2nd  Employment Skills  
Courtney Irwin   2nd  Biology 22W  
Tayla Toa    2nd  English 22W  
Jade Flay    1st = English 23W  
Priyashna Chandra  1st = English 23W  
Hinekura Willison  1st  Technology  
Andrew Long   1st  Geography  
Tiana Henry   1st  Digital Technologies  
Matarena Kopa   1st  Te Reo Māori  
Charm Rhind-Williams 1st  Music  
Jaylin Driver   1st  Biology 32W  
Ruth Connolly   2nd  Physical Education  
     2nd  Mathematics 21W 



 Paige Clarke   3rd  English 23W  
     1st  Employment Skills  
Tarryn Tata   2nd  Technology  
     1st  Physical Education And Health  
Cassidy King-Hayes  2nd  Hospitality  
     1st  Mathematics 23W  
Kaylee Driver   2nd  Chemistry 21W  
     1st  Physics  
Simon Whitbread-Edwards 1st  Mathematics 22W  
     1st  Accounting  
Sacha Brightwell  1st  Visual Art  
     1st  Photography  
Ngaere Ward   1st  Design And Visual Communication  
     1st  English 22W  
Leah Knight   2nd  Mathematics 22W  
     1st  Hospitality 
     1st  Physical Education Recreation  
Mallory Fraser   2nd  Health  
     1st  Performing Arts  
     1st  Biology 21W  
Ashlee Hawkes-Board 2nd  English 21W  
     1st  Biology 22W  
     1st  Physical Education  
Sophie Jones   2nd  Level 3 Biology  
     1st  Level 3 Performing Arts  
     1st  Chemistry 21W  
     1st  Mathematics 21W  
Lindsey Houston  1st  Health  
     1st  History  
     1st  English 21W  
     1st  Travel And Tourism  
 
Year 13  
Breehan Driver   2nd  Employment Skills  
Dallas Maguire   2nd  Physical Education  
Charles Ward   2nd  English  
Jessica Sheehy   2nd  Chemistry  
Theodore Maoate  1st Music  
Te Aoutoroa Armstrong-Nield 1st   Technology  
Kyle Kjoss    1st  Employment Skills 
Khelli Willison   1st  Accounting  
Rikaysia Cooper  1st  Technology Fabric  
Kairangi Anderson  1st  Health  
Kristal Tapara   1st  Statistics  
     1st  Visual Art  
Tori van der Heyden  2nd  Statistics  
     1st  Physical Education  
     1st  Geography  
Mikayla Waitere  1st  Hospitality 
     1st  Digital Technologies  
     1st  Travel And Tourism  
Shannon Hofer-Nigg  1st  Design And Visual Communication  
     1st  Biology 31W  
     1st  Chemistry  
     1st  Physics  
     1st  English  
     1st  Calculus  

 



 2017 Leaders 
Brown House Leader  Kairangi Anderson  
Eveleigh House Leader Dallas Maguire  
Hotson House Leader Tremont Rhind-Williams  
Kedgley House Leader Sam Lewis  
Falloon House Hostel Leader Khelli Willison  
Kaea Wahine O Te Roopu Kapahaka o Nga Tamariki Toa  Matarena Kopa 
Kaea Tane o Te Roopu Kapahaha o Nga Tamariki Toa Tirua George 
Board Of Trustees Student Representative   Mi Claire-Venter  
Sports Council Representatives      Olivia Dodunski-Bulford 
           Josh Cashell  
Head Girl  Tori van der Heyden Atmore Trophy  
Head Boy  Charles Ward  Atmore Trophy  
Principal’s Awards 
Year 11 
Jacinda Baker-Singh 
Jacinda, you represent the College values sought for in all students of Ōtorohanga College.  Your                
academic and sporting achievements are a testament to your commitment to excellence in all areas of 
College life. You have modelled pride in yourself and in your College. These qualities all contribute to 
your development as a fine young woman.  Your cheerfulness, enthusiasm and perseverance will hold 
you in good stead as you make your way through your life journey.   
Year 12 
Sophie Jones 
Sophie, you represent the College values sought for in all students of Ōtorohanga College.  You 
demonstrate honour in every dimension of school life.  Your politeness and friendliness are notable      
attributes.  As a Year 12 student working towards Level 3 your commitment to your academic studies is 
second to none.  The captain of the Girls 1st XI soccer team and the Hotson House Student                      
Representative you lead by example.  You are a wonderful ambassador for Ōtorohanga College. 
Year 13 
Jake Marcroft 
Jake, you represent the College values sought for in all students of Ōtorohanga College.  An                                 
exemplary role model, you are known as a person who will always give to others and take on extra                
responsibilities cheerfully, when necessary, performing them to a high standard.  You consistently 
demonstrate academic rigour.  On the sports field your sportsmanship is second to none.  Jake, you 
are a wonderful ambassador for Otorohanga College. 
Rikaysia Cooper 
Rikaysia, you represent the College values sought for in all students of Ōtorohanga College.  You have 
honoured yourself, your family and the College by your commitment to being the very best that you can 
be.  Stepping out of your comfort zone to deliver a speech, dance in the College production and play 
hockey is to be commended. Approachable, kind and compassionate you are an exemplary role                           
model.  
Year 12 Student Council Representatives 
Brown House Representative  Matauri Waretini 
Eveleigh House Representative  Harry Sheehy 
Hotson House Representative  Mikyla Barnes 
Kedgley House Representative  Samantha Coles 
Year 13 House Leaders 
Brown House Leader    Andrew Long 
Eveleigh House Leader   Patrica Hirini 
Hotson House Leader   Callen Le Lievre 
Kedgley House Leader   Leah Knight 
Falloon House Hostel Leaders  Alec Pareanga 
       Hinekura Willison 
Sports Council Representatives  Courtney Irwin 
       Dylan Roberts 
Board Of Trustees Student Representative Ashlee Hawkes-Board 



 Special Awards 
For the best academic performance by a Year 11 student in               
Mathematics and Science, the recipient of the Federated Farmers 
Cup for 2017 is Harry Sheehy 
The prize is sponsored by the Federated Farmers Of Otorohanga District. 
For the best overall academic performance by a Year 11 student, the 
recipient of the Butcher/Cumpstone Cup for 2017 is Harry Sheehy 
The prize is sponsored by the Butcher and Cumpstone families. 
 
For the best academic performance by a Year 12 student, the                    
recipient of the Ormsby Cup for 2017 is Sophie Jones 
The prize is sponsored by Federated Farmers Of Otorohanga District. 
 
For the most outstanding Year 13 Science student who has           
demonstrated perseverance and    diligence in Chemistry, Physics and 
Biology to achieve at an Excellence level, the recipient of the Putaiao/
Science Trophy is Shannon Hofer-Nigg. 
The prize is sponsored by Waikato Science And Engineering/Te Matau-
ranga Putaiao me te Pukaha. 
 
Scholarships 
Sharnae Ormsby has been awarded a Massey University Manawatu 
Accommodation Scholarship. 
Shannon Hofer-Nigg has been awarded the Te Paewai o te Rangi: 
The University Of Waikato Scholarship for outstanding academic 
achievement. 
Tori van der Heyden has been awarded two scholarships; the first 
being a David Johnstone Charitable Trust Scholarship towards her                
Bachelor Of Teaching at the University Of Waikato and secondly a Te 
Ara ki Angitū Scholarship. 
Matt Kerr-Bell has been awarded a Te Ara ki Angitū Scholarship at 
Waikato University. 
Mi-Claire Venter has been awarded a Te Ara ki Angitū Scholarship 
at Waikato University. 
 
Trades Trophy 
The Trades Trophy, was introduced in 2012.  It is awarded to a student 
who has shown potential in the trades area.  It is awarded to a student 
who demonstrates aptitude, potential, ambition and positive                 
relationships.  The recipient of the Trades Trophy for 2017 is                                  
Te Aoturoa Armstrong-Nield 
 
Te Rautaki Reo o te Nehenehenui Award 
The Te Rautaki Reo o te Nehenehenui trophy is awarded to the Senior 
Maniapoto student who has studied and excelled inTe Reo Maaori.  The 
recipient of the Te Rautaki Reo o te Nehenehenui Award for 2017 is Nga-
tokotamae Preston. 
 
Maniapoto FM  
Te Reo Irirangi o Maniapoto is pleased, for the second year, to offer a 
Commitment To Reo Maaori Award to each of the five Secondary 
Schools within Te Nehenehenui.  The award is a $100 voucher that is of-
fered to one student who shows commitment and has been a role model 
of Reo Maaori this year.  The recipient of the Commitment To Reo Maao-
ri Award for 2017 is Matarena Kopa. 
 



 Sportswoman Of The Year 
Sportswoman Of The Year is awarded to a young lady who has excelled in the sporting arena at 
school. This may be through participation in a wide range of sporting fields and / or representation at a 
higher level, for example King Country or Waikato and who demonstrates the ideals of fair play. This 
year’s sportswoman of the year is an all rounder.  She has represented the College at King Country 
Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics as well as the Tough Guy/Girl Challenge.  She is a member of 
the High Performance Sports Programme.  Captain of the College A Netball Team as well as the                    
captain of the Ko Rua Cluster Under 19, she is                    
described as committed, self-motivated and                 
positive.  A Waikato Bay Of Plenty U19 Cluster 
Representative netball player and a Hamilton City 
Netball Premier Iwi United Karearea player, she is 
described as driven.  The Sportswoman Of The 
Year award and the Marjorie Carr Cup for 2017 is 
Tori van der Heyden. 
 
Sportsman Of The Year 
Sportsman Of The Year is awarded to a young 
man who has excelled in the sporting arena at 
school. This may be through participation in a wide 
range of  sporting fields and / or representation at a 
higher level, for example King Country or Waikato 
and who demonstrates the ideals of fair play.  This 
year’s Sportsman of the year is described as         
committed, positive and driven.  He is a Tough Guy and a member of the High Performance Sports 
Programme. He represented the College for Futsal at the Waikato Secondary Schools competition as 
well as King Country Athletics.  Captain of the 1st XI soccer team, he leads from the front.  In addition 
to representing the College he plays for the Otorohanga Football Club. The recipient of the Sportsman 
Of The Year Award and the Bailey Ingham Ltd Cup for 2017 is Dallas Maguire. 
 
Cultural Personality Of The Year 
Cultural Personality Of The Year is awarded to a student who has demonstrated the x factor with their 
involvement in cultural activities throughout their time at College. Cultural activities can include                  
kapahaka, music, production and speech competitions.  This year’s Cultural Personality Of The Year is 
a member of Nga Tamariki Toa where she leads waiata with pride.  Her performances are described 
as passionate; displaying both wairua and ihi.  In Music she is a leader within her class where she        
consistently strives for Excellence and is noted as someone who supports others to achieve.  Her              
musical performances are described as amazing.  The recipient of the 2017 Cultural Personality Of 
The Year is Charm Rhind-Williams. 
 
The Hurley Cup 
The Hurley Cup is awarded to the most outstanding all-round senior student encompassing aspects 
such as attainment, service, leadership, sport, extra-curricular activities and personal attributes. The 
recipient is described as polite, caring, reliable, encouraging of others, a person who leads by example 
and a person who role models our College motto – Honour Before Honours.  The recipient has been 
actively involved in the Student Council.  The recipient is a Tough Guy as well as a member of the High 
Performance Sports Programme.  An outstanding ambassador for the College, the recipient of the          
Hurley Cup for 2017 is Dallas Maguire. 
 
Head Girl 2017  Ashlee Hawkes-Board 
Head Boy 2017  Jaycee Shearer 
 
Proxime Accessit Jessica Sheehy . 
 
Dux    Shannon Hofer-Nigg. 
 



 TORI VAN DER HEYDEN—HEAD GIRL SPEECH 
Kia hora te marino 
Kia whakapapa pounamu te moana  
Kia tere kārohirohi i mua i tō huarahi 
       
May the calm be widespread 
May the surface of the ocean glisten like greenstone  
And may the shimmer of summer 
Dance across your path forever.  
 
Hi everyone, I’m Tori.  A local girl, who attended Saint Mary's Catholic School.   
Ōtorohanga College was the big scary school down the road and I always knew following family                     
tradition, I was heading there.  
 
As a young girl I had dreams and aspirations.  I may not have been the top academic student at my 
school   
 
But what I am is a product of my parents, my family, my friends, my community, many of whom are in 
this room tonight, who have constantly supported me to be the best person I can possibly be. 
 
I’ve had a diehard attitude all my life, giving everything I do my very best, whether it’s on the sports 
field or supporting my peers.  I have always wanted to be Head Girl of Ōtorohanga College and here I 
am today, in my last official role to share my journey with you.  To share my journey in the only way I 
know best - honestly.  Thank you Mum for your advice. 
 
It is no secret that my journey here at Ōtorohanga College has been eventful.  During the last five 
years I’ve had ups and downs and almost everything in between. Although Head Girl was something 
I’d always wanted, my biggest fear about being named Head Girl was quite unusual.  I wasn’t afraid of 
the extra responsibilities, having to be a role model, public speaking, meetings or being referred to as 
“Head Girl”. I was most afraid of having to answer what I call the ‘bomb question’. 
 
What do you think about Ōtorohanga College?  
 
Many of you students get asked this question too. 
 
Before I answer the bomb question, I always think how will I reply? Will I be honest, because my                   
journey as many of yours would have been, has been filled with ups and downs, sometimes out of                 
control, feeling like there’s nowhere to turn.  Sometimes it’s been tough.   
Or do I put these experiences aside and remind myself of my professional role, my duty to our school, 
and focus on the positives, our strengths, our uniqueness, of which we have many.   
 
Usually I just end up saying, “yeah it’s pretty cool.”  
 
But Ōtorohanga College in many ways is like any other school.  We have pros, we have cons, we have 
our work-ons and we have our achievements. 
It is exciting to have a new leadership team who are full of fresh ideas guiding us with our learning       
journeys within our college, staff in some departments offer expertise, excel learning for students, they 
help to foster and create a nurturing environment.  These supportive staff members help to guide us 
students through school, celebrating our successes with us. 
 
People often assume that we have limited opportunities because of the small size of our College.  I  
believe if we are positively encouraged by our peers and staff in whatever we decide to pursue, be it 
academic, cultural or sport, we can achieve to our full potential.  
 
Ōtorohanga College has been a stepping stone for us all.  Many past students of our school have                      
succeeded across all aspects of life, whether it be the wonderful mother who brought you along tonight 
or the boy from the countryside who has now on gone to fly helicopters in the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force. 
 
Ōtorohanga College students, who are we? 



 We aren’t followers or sheep and we definitely aren’t shy.  
We are confident young adults, we are outspoken, we are number geeks,  we are sport crazy,  we are  
book lovers, we are passionate scientists and we are talented musicians.  We are what you see before 
you tonight. 
 
Our lessons have gone beyond the classroom, beyond essays, assignments and NCEA. 
 
Not only have we learnt English, Maths, Science, History, and so on, we have also learnt many life 
skills while at Ōtorohanga College. Those pros, those cons, those work ons - they have been lessons, 
life lessons, some of the most valuable lessons we may ever learn. 
 
Students Congratulations on your successes and your attendance here tonight. It’s cool to see so 
many here being rewarded for your achievements.  
 
We are the product of our parents, our family, our  friends our community.  Those who sit in this room 
with you today will be with you on your journey.  To those students who will be returning next year, take 
every opportunity offered to you here at Ōtorohanga College, work hard, and strive to be the best you 
can possibly be. 
 
Mrs Pemberton, thank you for ensuring all of our year group was able to live by this structure, and 
thank you for all your ongoing belief in me, your support in all that I have done.  Teachers like you are 
one of a kind, and you are what makes this College special.  
 
To my family who have managed to survive this year with me, always having a proud smile on their 
faces. Thank you for keeping me sane and all of the support you have given me.   
 
Lastly to my fellow students; take the highs and the lows that come your way in life, focus on the               
positives - there are many.  Remember my final words; stand up for what is right, stand up for what you 
believe in, don’t be afraid to speak out, don’t be scared to voice your opinion because what you think 
and what you say does count.  Be honest to yourself, be honest to others. Honour Your Environment, 
Honour Yourselves and Honour Others because that is what will make answering the bomb question 
easy.  
 
Thank you everyone for listening.  
 

CHARLES WARD—HEAD BOY SPEECH 
If there is anything I have ever dreaded doing most so far in my life, I can say that it would be this 
speech because it means my time as head boy here at Ōtorohanga College is coming to a close. With 
this, I only have one hope, that I have left it better than how I received it in some way. With honour I 
can tell you that Ōtorohanga College will never leave me as I wouldn't have wanted things to be any 
different to how they've planned out for me and fellow leavers i believe could also agree.  
 
While we are here now still at school as the 2017 leavers and students remaining for the 2018 year, 
together it's a time for us together to reflect on this year most importantly. From my perspective, and 
I'm sure Tori can agree also- we did everything with you in our best interests in our hearts, from the 
long nights and days or catching up to figure out issues we believe needed attention. I was certainly 
dedicated to serving and making an impact so you as fellow students were the beneficiary in every sit-
uation, as every single one of you were in my best interests. The best parts, however, were showing up 
to school every day and seeing the positive environment that all of us create together and never once 
did it not fail to make me proud and happy to represent our school with the privilege of Head Boy. 
 
Walking into 2017 I was big and flamboyant with my ideas, because I wanted to see so much happen 
and blow everyone away. Slowly, reality hit and many of those ideas weren't barely possible in our lim-
ited time and I realised that caring for what we have right now was much more important- and here at 
Ōtorohanga College what we have is uniqueness! Now I know you've probably heard people this year 
saying “we are going to change to be the best we can as a school” and trust me change is not a bad 
thing in some ways. There is definitely room for many improvements, but in all honesty as a whole 
there are other schools, groups and people out there who look up to us! In all my ventures as head boy 
or just the life of Charles, using the words “I come from Ōtorohanga” brings up many things we on a 
daily basis would never see or embrace.  



 To name a few: 
- Our diversity with culture acceptance being second to none in our community 
- Our location rural yet strongly tied with the coastal districts 
- Our environment nestled right in the Kiwiana heartland with Waitomo Caves right on our doorstep 
- And now the national petition for NZ land wars led by past students, which just recently celebrated its 
first year of commemoration. 
That's what everyone sees, and gives us our uniqueness and to have a school apart of all that is very 
special! 
 
Slowly, as the year grew to this moment it really hit me hard that this is the last time I'd speak publicly 
as head boy and this is the last time we as leavers would ever be together as one before parting ways 
to explore the world. In the classroom it would be the last time we got to see our English class Friday 
morning turn up after 9 o'clock, the last time Joel could be late everyday of Yr 13 almost, the last time 
Dallas could procrastinate over chemistry for hours on end. With the college crest on our chests it was 
the last time Jake could save a goal for our soccer team, Bayley to shoot for that 3 pointer, or Caleb 
get some solid tackles out on the rugby field - oh wait, that hasn't happened since Liam Fox left last 
year. But in the end in the best of times or in the worst, they would be our last for all of us leaving here 
tonight.  
 
I think the hardest part about leaving is not being able to be a part of what is to come of Ōtorohanga 
College and if it's anything from what I've seen and been part of planning. We are going in a good di-
rection with positive changes under the leadership of Mr Dunn and yes some of you may not be fully 
understanding of accepting change, but I promise you everything that happens here will be for the edu-
cational benefit of Ōtorohanga students! Not for Hamilton Boys students or students attending Taupo 
or Cambridge high schools, specifically for students that live around the Ōtorohanga community. The 
biggest thing I need everyone to understand in here, whether staff, students or parents, Ōtorohanga 
College may not be the place for you and that's okay because there is a place for you out there. But in 
no way does that give anyone the right to put us down as a school. If you aren't happy Mr Dunn’s office 
door is always open to help you get where you want to be, as he has always said! So please if you 
aren't happy do the right thing and keep your honour for our school as we will do for you.  
 
I believe I can speak for both of us when saying this, but Tori and I are both grateful for everyone's 
continued involvement throughout our leadership period here at Ōtorohanga, whether as a parent, stu-
dent or part of the community, it has grown us and any repayment could not be enough to thank you 
all. As a collective Year 13 group I believe our biggest thank you goes out to Mrs Pemberton for being 
the best Dean possible throughout our years, and to Mr Burt with his continued involvement alongside 
her to support us in every way possible as a year group. Ngā Mihi nui kōrua.  
 
I'm not very good with thank yous, but with all my humbleness I thank every teacher that is here beside 
me tonight and also the select ones scattered around the hall who have impacted on my time here at 
Ōtorohanga College.  
 
To all students I wish you the best for your upcoming exams and enjoy your Christmas holidays with 
friends and family and most importantly stay safe so you can return to school all ready to complete the 
next stage in your schooling journey. To the new leadership team of 2018 all nervously sitting in front 
of me unknown to the positions you will gain later this 
evening, do Ōtorohanga College proud and do Tori and 
I proud.  
 
Nō reira, 
Whāia te Mātauranga hei oranga mō koutou, engari nui 
ake, Ko te mana mō mua i te whakamana 
Seek knowledge for the sake of your well-being, but 
more importantly, honour before honours   
 
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā mauri ora tātau katoa. 
 



SPEECH FINALS  

The annual Ōtorohanga College Speech Competition was held on Friday 3rd November, with great 

success. 16 junior speakers delivered their speeches to an audience of friends, family, community 

members and the entire junior school before 4 senior speakers took to the stage in a full school                  

assembly.   

2017 saw the introduction of the Junior Te Reo Maori Competition, and first equal placings for both               

orators. We thank our bilingual judges Dr Raukura Roa, Rahui Papa, alongside our Reo Pakeha 

(English) judges, our very own Maree Bublitz, and Dave Taylor from University of Waikato. 

Topics ranged serious issues such as poverty, violence and bullying, and there were some incredibly 

brave stories. Thank you, thank you, thank you to the speakers standing up and speaking up. The      

Languages Department is very proud of the high quality of speeches, and the way that students - 

speakers and audience - put Honour Before Honours.  

Speaking of Honours, the winners are:- 

Junior Speech 1st Erin Hunt, 2nd Emily 

O’Reilly, 3rd Lashantè Ruka-Taofia.  Te 

Reo Maori 1st = Taipari Quinn, Ngato-

korua Waitere.  Senior Speech 1st Sa-

mantha Coles, 2nd Harry Sheehy, 3rd= 

Jacinda Baker-Singh and Zachary Hill.   

Finalists were:  

Year 10: Joshua Coles, Erin Hunt, 
Kory King, Leanne Hofer-Nigg, Liam 
Klaus, Kayla Chetwin, Jayden Heke 

Te Reo Maori: Taipari Quinn, Ngato-
korua Waitere 

Year 9:  Emily O’Reilly, Katrina Hovind-
Marx, Sonya Fagan, Casey Sanson, 
Chloe Carr-Patterson, Kathryn Purser, 
Lashantè Ruka-Toafia, Georgia Chaffey,  

Seniors: Harry Sheehy, Jacinda Baker-Singh, Zachary Hill, Samantha Coles 

 

 



Week Five Friday 17th November Spirit of Adventure leave 

Yr 8 School Experience Day 2 

Week Six Monday 20th — Friday 24th  

November 

Friday 24th November 

Spirit of Adventure 

 

KC Quad 

Week Eight Monday 4th—Thursday 7th  

December 

Friday 8th December  

Activity Week 

 

Prizegiving 9.30 am 

COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES 

www.otocoll.school.nz   

For Farmside or slower internet connections, use http://www.otocoll.school.nz/site-map or click on the SITE MAP link   

http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege  

http://www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre  

https://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports  

Junior Prizegiving  
 

Our Junior Prizegiving will occur on Friday 8th December from 
9.30 am in the College Hall.  At this celebration we acknowledge 

and celebrate success and excellence across all aspects of               
College life including sporting achievements, leadership, cultural 

and academic.  
 

All Year 9 and 10 students are expected to attend in correct 
uniform. 

This event will be livestreamed at 9.30am through the College 
Facebook Page 

2017 YEARBOOK  

The College Yearbook is on  a pre-order and pre-pay system.  Get your order in as 

soon as possible to the College Office.  Payment must be received at the time of 

the order. 

Cost: $25.00  

Deadline for orders: Monday 20th November 

http://www.otocoll.school.nz/site-map
http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege
http://www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre
https://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports


 
PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 
TO FARMERS AND BUSINESSES 

 
07 873 7325 Otorohanga 

FREEPHONE:  0800 482 928  

info@baileyingham.co.nz 

 Greg Smith                                      

SALES MANAGER 

greg@patprescott.co.nz                

T:     07 873 8522                                    

Prescott Toyota                                 

152 Maniapoto Street                     

Otorohanga 3900                

JANTHA GOODING - MARKETING CONTRACTOR -  

029 770 4469  

janthagooding@orcon.net.nz 



TECHNOLOGY  

A few photos from the Wood Technology Year 13 class.   

 

 

 

 

 



Year 12/13 Tourism Taster Course to Rotorua 

On Wednesday 25th October the Year 12/13 Tourism class along with Mrs Hemara and 

Mr Cassidy went to Rotorua for the day. In 2018 the tourism class is looking at going for 

an overnight stay to Rotorua. After a one and three quarter hour trip we arrived at the 

Gondola on the way to Rotorua. The group was lucky enough to negotiate with Tourism 

Rotorua and with the assistance of the Pathways Department to arrange a free ride up 

in the Gondola and rides on the luge when we got there. Upon arrival at the top                     

students were given a talk by Mr Cassidy about the different types of activities and                

attractions that Rotorua has to offer. He also talked about tourism and cultural                           

processes as they related to patterns, processes and change.  

After the talk we jumped on the 

luge trolleys and headed off down 

the concrete speed way.  Most of 

us had a ride on the advanced 

circuit which had some very fast 

sections. This proved to be a 

“hair raising” experience,                

especially for Mr Cassidy, but his 

heart stood the excitement of the 

moment proud that his time was 

one of the fastest down. 

The ride in the chair lift up from 

the bottom was relaxing and quiet 

– a little like ski lifts at Mt                    

Ruapehu.   

After several hours at the top of 

the mountain we headed to                

Rotorua City for lunch.  A number 

of scenic attractions were pointed 

out to us, but because of limited 

time we were unavailable to 

spend time at them. After a safe 

journey back we arrived at school 

around 3.25 pm. Those of us in 

Year 12 are already looking                

forward to next year’s tourism 

trips. 

 



GATEWAY 

Rikaysia Cooper :  Early Childhood Education 

Rikaysia Cooper has had a stellar year as a Gateway student at Little Kiwis Corner.  

She has never waivered from her chosen career pathway, but has increased both her 

passion and her knowledge about working with pre-school children. 

Rikaysia has well-earned praise from her mentor and supervisor Casey Cook, as a                

reliable, committed and talented ECE teacher in the making.  Rikaysia is greeted by the 

children every Wednesday, 

as she is always fun, kind,   

attentive, creative and                         

respectful with them.  They 

ask for her when she is not 

there. 

Rikaysia is an ambassador 

for Gateway in its best sense. 

Today she completed 19    

Level 3 NCEA credits in Early 

Childhood theory and                 

practice.  Congratulations             

Rikaysia, our college wishes 

you well. 



Te Raa Maumahara 

In 2014, our college was awakened to our local history of 

the NZ Wars. Following our school excursion to                 

Rangiaowhia and Ōrākau, Whaea Mariana Papa                     

announced that we would take a petition to parliament            

seeking a statutory holiday and nationwide NZ Wars               

education. Ultimately, the petition would seek commemora-

tion of those who had fallen on our soil in defence of their 

Whenua, and those who had fought against them in the 

imperial and colonial armies. 

On October 28
th
, the day of He Whakaputanga o Niu                 

Tireni, we achieved that dream of the petition signed by 

13,000 people; in attending the book launch of Moetū and 

the first national commemoration day at Mangatoatoa Pa.  

Auspiciously Kīngi Tu Heitia, who was the first to sign the 

petition, and Hon. Nanaia Mahuta who sponsored it, were 

there among many dignitaries.  The whaikōrero marked the 

memories and the purpose of this inaugural commemora-

tion day. 

The significance of the day was embodied in the launch of 

Moetū by Witi Ihimaera and Hēmi Kelly.  The first bilingual 

novella to be written in Te Reo and English; it tells the story 

of Moetū, a 16 year old boy who fought at Ōrākau. 

Our students were privileged to be invited to Mangatoatoa. 

Waimarama Anderson and Leah Bell (the two signatories 

to the petition), with Zak Henry and Rhiannon Magee                  

attended the event also as the original four from 2014. 

Across Aoteroa, stories about how whānau and groups 

have commemorated this day are notable.  Our Deputy 

Principal Amy Hacker took Charles and Tori to St. John’s in 

Te Awamutu where they laid a wreath in remembrance 

alongside Cambridge and Te Awamutu students. A tour of 

the battle sites was booked out that day. One of our                     

teachers told a story wherein she drove to Ōrākau with her 

daughter who was full of questions, wanting to know her 

history.  They encountered “another couple, dressed in 

mustard khaki and gold brocade who were so solemn, 

deeply sad”.  The four of them commemorated, in their 

own way, on site.  All forms of media have launched              

stories about the NZ Wars history.  Go to the facebook 

page that Zak runs to follow the interesting links: https://

www.facebook.com/NZLandWars/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NZLandWars/
https://www.facebook.com/NZLandWars/


The 200 people who attended the Music Performance Evening on Tuesday 31st October were treated 
to an array of performances that surprised, entertained and stirred emotions.  

27 students took to the stage to share their performances, showcasing their talents by either dancing, 
singing or playing instruments.  Many students took to the stage for the first time, however, this was 
not evident as students gave performances that portrayed confidence and expertise in their areas. The 
amazing support that was given to each performer from the audience helped them to rise to the                    
occasion and even enjoy their time on stage! To end the evening a special farewell was given to the 
Year 13 students and a big thank you to Lynn Jamieson (vocal teacher) who has been with us for 13 
years, but is moving back to the classroom.  Congratulations to all the students who put in the hard 
work and a massive thank you to everyone who supported them. Photos provided by Kyle Barnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

For Families Of Year 8 Students 

 

Nau mai, haere mai 

Welcome 

 

Ōtorohanga College  

Experience Day #2 
 

 

Friday 17th November: 

                      9.30am – 1.30pm  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We invite all Year 8 students and families to experience  our College 

on Friday 17th November.  The day is intended to allow Year 8s who 

are enrolling at Ōtorohanga College to get to know our College a little 

better. 

Programme: 

9.30  Signs will be displayed on the day directing you to the   

   venue for the Pōwhiri. 

9.50  In groups, students experience  a variety of subjects in 

 their specialist rooms. Students should bring a pen and 

 suitable clothes for physical activity.  Families can choose 

 to go with students or on a separate guided tour of the 

 school with our Student Leaders. 

10.00  Cup of tea in the staffroom for families 

10.30  Student leaders take families on a tour of the College.  

11.30  The Principal is available in a forum setting for questions 

 families may have. 

12.15  Lunch will be provided for Year 8 students. 

1.30  Year 8 students will be released to return to     

   their school.  

 
 Honour Others              Honour Your Environment         Honour Yourself                                     
 Me whaimana te iwi      Me whaimana te taiao                 Me whaimana te tangata     



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All prospective Hostel students and their caregivers are invited to 
stay the night before College Experience Day #2 from 5.00 pm Thurs-

day 16th November at the College Hostel, Kāinga Rua, Falloon House. 

 

 

All enrolment forms are due to be returned to Ōtorohanga College 

by November 10th 2017. 

 

 

Please RSVP your attendance to our Experience Day #2 by ringing 

the College by November 10th 2017. 

 

 

If there are any questions regarding our Year 8 Experience Day 

please do not hesitate to ask, either by phoning or email. 

 

Mrs Donna Russell 

Senior Manager of Student Wellbeing 

Ōtorohanga College 

Phone: 07 873 8029 

Email: russelld@otocoll.school.nz 

 

 

 

      
   Honour Others               Honour Your Environment      Honour Yourself                   
   Me whaimana te iwi       Me whaimana te taiao              Me whaimana te tangata                      

mailto:russelld@otocoll.school.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Student Leadership Team 2017 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Honour Others               Honour Your Environment     Honour Yourself                   
   Me whaimana te iwi       Me whaimana te taiao         Me whaimana te tangata                      



Once again I had the pleasure of taking or being a part of our students                

successful day at the Special Olympics this week. This is a truly inspiring 

event for myself as I witness young athletes pushing themselves beyond 

their physical and mental boundaries, and despite coming 1
st
, 2

nd
 or last 

crossing the finish line is celebrated in a true winners fashion with the                

exuberance support from fellow peers.  

 

I have seen this young man in action at our own Athletics so it was no      

surprise that he would dominate in the track events. Brayden Guilford 

comfortably took both 1
st
 place in 100m and 200m, with a 2

nd
 place in 

Long Jump.  Heremia, not to be outclassed in one of his favourite events 

placed 2
nd

 in the 100m, 3
rd

 in Shotput and 3
rd

 in Long Jump.  Maddison 

Gay finished 2
nd

 equal in the Wheelchair race, 4
th
 in Softball throw. Bri-

anna Houston first Special Olympics this year earned her 4
th
 Shotput 3kg, 

6
th
 100m run and 8

th
 in the Mini Javelin.  Jennifer Clark 3

rd
 Long Jump, 5th 

Shotput and 6
th
 in the 100m. Larissa Fullerton 4

th
 Softball throw, 4

th
 100m 

Walk and 7
th
 50m Walk.  We were lucky this year with a glorious day 

capped off with a special treat before heading home. 

 

Cricket: 

Our girls cricket team is entered into the combined Waikato Valley/Hamilton Cricket Competition. Girls 
cricket has been strong at Ōtorohanga College with many of our girls making rep teams for Waikato 
Valley and Northern Districts. For the last 4 years we have been the Waikato Valley Champions and at 
various times our girls have also beaten the Hamilton Champions Waikato Dio and Hillcrest High 
School.  

SPORTS CORNER 



This year our Captain is Mi-Claire Venter who is 
assisted by Jessica Russell and Erin Hunt. The 
first game of the competition was played against 
Dio on Tuesday. Batting first we scored 104 
runs off our 20 overs. This was a great first 
score on a slow outfield, with Jessica                  
Russell and Erin Hunt both     retired once they 
got to 30 runs. Molly Fox and Katrina Hovind-
Marx finished off the innings with some good 
sensible batting. The Dio openers batted very 
well to get them to 75 off 15 overs and on track 
to get our score. Some great fast bowling                 
from Erin and an amazing catch from Chloe 
Carr-Paterson   removed these key batters and 
our girls were able to restrict Dio's scoring so 
that they only scored 10 runs off the last 5 
overs. Katrina kept very well, letting very little go 
past her and Leanne Hofer-Nigg was amazing 
in her first go at bowling, which was reward for 
the work she has been doing in her own time. 
The Girls Cricket Team for 2017 is Mi-Claire 
Venter (Captain), Jessica Russell and Erin Hunt 
(vice-captains), Kyah Cornes, Chloe                          
Carr-Paterson, Katrina Hovind-Marx, Leanne 
Hofer-Nigg, Molly Fox and Laura Hunt.  
 

WSS Juniors Ki O Rahi: 

We certainly had Ranginui on our side for the 
Waikato Secondary Schools Juniors Ki O Rahi 
tournament, the perfect playing conditions for 
the 15 visiting teams.  With limited preparation 
our very own junior novice team did exceptionally well unofficially finishing 7

th
. A special thanks to Ms 

Janie Meyer who helped coached the team between classes and Rozel Coffin for her support in the 
lead up of the tournament. Congratulations to Rakaumanga & Putaruru, joint 1

st
 place winners. 

 
 
 

 
 



Congratulations to our students who have               

deservedly been nominated for the                               

Ōtorohanga District Sports Awards.  This is a 

great opportunity for their recognition in the 

community and each candidate is more than 

worthy of this nomination. We hope this event 

is well supported by everyone at the college. 

Tickets will be available at the Ōtorohanga 

District Council as of Tuesday 24 October 

2017. Tickets are $10 per person which                

includes supper and entertainment. 

Inter-house Competition: 

The last competition of the year ended with 

Spacies….always the students favourite. Even 

more so, when the winning house gets to play 

against the staff.  This year it Brown house 

had the privilege of “thrashing” the staff All 

Stars……Brown house had all the skills! 

 

 

 

 


