
 

         Term 3 Week 3 

Friday 7th August 

Exchange with Stratford High School  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

How did the exchange come about? 

I remember Sports exchanges being one of my fondest memories of High School. Many schools have 
annual sports exchanges to promote competition, positive experiences and rivalry between schools. 
Since my time here we have not had them, however, they used to exist at Ōtorohanga College. Some 
people may remember many years ago exchanges with Waitara High.  

About a year ago after some thought and brief discussion at Sports Council, the process began to       
resurrect the exchange. Messages started between myself and an old friend Matt Cleaver who taught 
at Stratford High School in Taranaki. We discussed at length the possibility of reviving it. I thought 
Stratford was an ideal candidate as they are a school outside of our region, but close enough for future 
road trips and only a couple of hundred students in size bigger. The way the exchange was set up is 
that all senior codes from Ōtorohanga College play teams from Stratford High School. Each code has 
the opportunity to score their school a point if their code wins their game. The school who accumulates 
the most points over all codes, wins the exchange and the amazing trophy that Mr Chetty made.  

Of course what was to eventuate surprised us all. We never thought of the possibility that it could be a 
4 all tie. To share the trophy in the first ever exchange is simply an amazing an fitting end to an          
awesome exchange.  

Next year we will look forward to travelling to Taranaki to play our new friends Stratford on their home 
turf. 

Leighton Parsons—HOF Physical Education and Health  

Mr Leighton Parsons, Drew Narbey-Nimeti with Katie (Sports Leader) and Mr Matt Cleaver  Sport 

Director and PE teacher Stratford High School  



 Ko te  manu kai i te miro nōna te ngahere. 

Ko te manu kai i te mātauranga nōna te ao". 

Tēnā koutou ngā manu kai mātauranga. The 

bird that eats the fruit of the Miro tree is                 

destined to the bounds of the great forest. The 

bird who eats of the tree of knowledge’s destiny 

is boundless/limitless. Greetings to you, 

“Seekers Of Knowledge.” 

Term Three, the wet and busy term is now three 

weeks old and it has been some seven weeks 

since the last newsletter, although admittedly, 

the holidays also fell during those weeks. As  

always, there is much to share and 

acknowledge regarding events and happenings 

here at the College. I know I seem to always 

say that, yet it is true! Our young people and so 

many of our staff, are “full on” with lots of new 

learning events and experiences. This is a     

particularly long newsletter as it is filled with   

reports and photos of so many of our tauira/

students participating in these challenges, 

events and experiences. When we consider that 

this newsletter only covers 25 school days you 

can see why I am always filled with pride at how 

much is offered to so many students here in the 

College and even more importantly, taken up by 

our students. My comments here are simply to 

record a selection of the events, an overview if 

you like, of the stories which make up this    

newsletter. 

Tonight for example is one of the two most          

special nights on the Calendar for our Tuakana 

or senior students. Tonight is Ōtorohanga       

College’s “Annual Ball” night, a time when many 

of our senior students put on their smartest and 

finest and enjoy this exceptional night of             

celebration. This year will be our biggest school 

ball held for many years, a sure sign that the 

event has lost none of its attraction. Our next 

newsletter will carry the photos and report of 

this night, meanwhile as this newsletter is being 

put into envelopes for posting this afternoon our 

young people are away getting ready for their 

night. There has been ballroom dancing              

practice this week in the hall at lunchtimes,           

under the accomplished and wise tutorage of 

Alan and Nita Stock. We are so grateful to them 

both for coming to the College and supporting 

our students to learn a few “moves” before the 

night. Their generosity of spirit and committed 

support of our young people and their College is 

applaudable indeed. 

I am also gratified to note the number of staff 

joining in to support our young people during 

these lunchtime practices as they prepare for 

the night. Many College staff will be attending 

this night and that support is part of what makes 

this school most special in its care and nurture 

for our young. This is a quality which many  

people acknowledge and are grateful for    

something which I have been made aware of 

these last few weeks with many messages of 

support and encouragement coming from our 

community and families from all parts of the  

district. 

Last week our College took part in the first 

sports exchange to occur for a very long time, 

possibly as long as twenty years! These two 

days of competition with students from Stratford 

High were a wonderful spectacle to watch. The 

exchange began with a pōwhiri and ended with 

speeches of acknowledgement, the presenta-

tion of the newly created trophy and a light 

meal. Detailed reports are elsewhere in this 

newsletter, suffice to say here it was a wonder-

ful beginning to the new exchange competition, 

and we are most grateful to Mr Parsons and Mrs 

Tanchia Pitts-Brown for the main organising of 

this event. A special acknowledgement too is 

given to Mr Ram Chetty who skilfully made the 

trophy of woods from our Old C Block, Maunga 

Kakepuku and from Kawhia, and to Ms Mita for 

leading the blessing of the trophy for the two 

schools. Next year, our College will travel to 

Stratford High to continue the contest. 

Next week we have the annual, national “Tough 

Guy Tough Gal” event in Rotorua. Traditionally 

(in the five years we have been participating) 

our College always does well in this competition 

and this year we again expect about seventy  

 



 

students to be competing along with a number 

of our staff. Six kilometre and twelve kilometre 

events are offered and many of our students are 

excited at the prospect of the water trails, net 

climb, crawling under barbed wire obstacles, 

swamp crossings, native bush trail, wobbly          

water bridge, open paddock running, hurdles, 

wire rope bridge, and tunnels! We wish them all 

well, and again look forward to showing you 

photos and sharing a report with you in our next 

newsletter. To all our competitors, we are proud 

of your resolve; have fun, be strong and           

celebrate your teachers who compete alongside 

you!  

Needless to say that amongst all of these           

happenings we have students completing             

important assessments, concluding learning 

packages for Farming and Primary Industries 

and fulfilling other work based learning commit-

ments. 

As previously alluded to, we have now                    

farewelled our off-campus Building and                

Construction Academy courses at Merrin Ave-

nue. This era is now concluded and a new pro-

gramme of learning has commenced on our 

campus to replace this model. We look forward 

to the successful enlargement of opportunities 

in vocational pathways and industry pathways 

within the school programmes.  

The College recently welcomed the author   

Mandy Hager into the College to work with our 

young writers. This is an expansion of the     

College focus on literacy which sees many staff 

involved in the ‘Teachers as Writers’ work. This 

initiative is the result of Ōtorohanga College   

being awarded $60,000.00 through the Teacher

-led Innovation Fund, a Ministry of Education 

initiative. This is quite a coup for our school and 

we are enjoying the variety of experiences this 

initiative is producing. 

Our many sports teams have secured impres-

sive successes both in their Saturday competi-

tions and in their recent games against Stratford 

High School during the sports exchange. Our 

young sports people are doing very well as they 

strive to reach their goals within this part of their 

educational journey. We have a number of             

students who are now busy applying for             

scholarships as they prepare for university and 

other tertiary study adventures. 

Turning our attention to the staff of our school I 
inform you that Mr Gavin Hockly has resigned 
from the position of Deputy Principal to pursue 
his goal to study for a degree in Counselling.   
We offer our sad farewell to you Mr Hockly and 

a sincere ‘thank you’ for your eight years of ser-

vice  to our school. Mr Hockly will be with us  

until the end of this year when he will take up 

his fulltime course of study. It will be at this time 

that we will formally farewell him. At the end of 

last term, two of our teachers left to take up  

other jobs. Mrs Leigh Anselmi was our inaugural 

Director of the Junior Skills Academy which she 

has headed for some five years and to whom 

we attribute a huge amount of the credit for its 

notable successes. Thank you so much Leigh 

for all you have given in service to our students 

and our College, we will  certainly always          

remember your dedication and hard work. We 

wish you well in your new position at Pio Pio 

College and congratulate them on acquiring 

such an excellent teacher. Leigh is ably          

followed by Mrs Joyce Sneddon as the Director 

of the Junior Skills Academy. Ms Amy Hamilton 

worked in the Social Science Faculty for about a 

year and leaves us to go to private employment. 

We hope you enjoy your new adventure Amy 

and thank you for your contributions to our            

college. Replacing Mrs Amy Hamilton in the  

Social Science Faculty is Mr Jay Warren. We 

welcome both of these new staff to our college 

whānau, we celebrate the many attributes you 

each bring to our learning community and look 

forward to your inclusion in the busy world of 

our school. It is to the credit of our school that 

we continue to attract teachers of the highest 

calibre to the staff, ngaa mihi nui ki a korua.  

For several years now we have set high goals 

for improved attendance in our school at all year 

levels. To offer positive reinforcement to those 

achieving high percentages of attendance  (95% 



 and above) I write personal letters at the end of 

each term to every student achieving the goal of 

excellence in attendance. At the end of last term 

over two hundred of our approximately three 

hundred and eighty students received a letter! 

An amazing achievement! So we have decided 

our students are now ready for a heightened 

challenge. The 95% attendance criteria stands, 

however, in the past we have included within 

this figure, any justified absences such as days 

off sick etc. I have just completed writing and 

posting ninety-two letters to students who have 

achieved at least 95% attendance without             

including any justified absences. This means 

they have had only 5% of time off school for any 

reason, and I find it incredibly impressive to 

have nearly 100 of our students attending so 

consistently, indeed many of these students 

scored 98% and 99% attendance. It is of special 

note that 11 of these students in fact achieved 

100% attendance. These were at Years 9, 10 

and 11 and include the following students: Year 

9 - Lily Carr-Paterson, Joshua Hunt, Shivaan 

Naidu, Jessie Reardon, and Harry Sheehy. Year 

10 - Ruth Connolly, and Ngaere Ward. Year 11 -

 Kairangi Anderson, Dallas Maguire, Jessica 

Sheehy and Charles Ward. I congratulate all of 

you on your commitment and consistency and 

look forward to having even more letters to write 

at the end of this term! 

Student leadership roles for 2016 are already 

being pondered and will soon be decided upon 

for next year. We have eleven leadership roles 

to fill. The student representative on the Board 

of Trustees is the first to require a vote and this 

will most likely be held on the 20th September. 

Following this come the nominations, shortlisting 

and voting for Head Boy and Girl 2016. That 

process will conclude this term. Early in Term 

Four the House Leaders are voted on and then, 

last but not least, will be the two Hostel (Falloon 

House) Leaders, and that process occurs in 

Week Four of Term Four. There is much to think 

about as we encourage students to step up and 

also to select their nominations with care and 

vote wisely. There is an exciting new develop-

ment as new metal badges have been ordered 

for our school leaders. These are based on a 

design which dates from the Ōtorohanga District 

High School (1924-1956) and features the crest 

of our school. The 2015 leaders will be getting 

them in addition to their existing leaders badges, 

and from 2016 the metal badges will be the ones 

that students have ‘pinned’ on their jackets at 

the formal assembly at the beginning of the 

year. There will also be new badges awarded to 

the Dux and Proxime Accessit with the inaugural 

badges being presented at Prizegiving at the 

end of this year. 

Another significant renaissance of our school’s, 

and indeed our community’s history is taking 

place next Monday with our restored photos of 

past students of our College being now ready to 

be re-hung and blessed. These photos include 

the pictures of past students of the College who 

served and died in the second world war. The 

RSA generously have paid for the costs of this 

restoration and framing, for which we are very 

grateful. Also taking their place are photos of the 

people after whom our Houses were named; Mr 

Hotson, Mr Eveleigh, Mr Brown and Mr Kedgley. 

These photos will be accompanied by the              

display of a short history of the Houses. In the 

near future we will also undertake the full resto-

ration of the Honours Board which acknowledge 

students of our school who served in the Second 

World War and we thank the RSA for sharing 

the costs with us. As always we acknowledge 

Whaea Yvonne Mita for all her time spent               

liaising with our venerable kaumatua to ensure 

the appropriate rituals are undertaken to honour 

these taonga/treasures of our College. Ngā mihi 

nui ki a koe e Whaea, thank you, thank you, 

thank you.  

The annual Koroneihana celebrating Tuheitia, 

Te Kingii Māori, is again here during the week 

from the 19th to 23rd August, at  Tu-

rangawaewae Marae in Ngaruawahia.   

 



Some of our staff and students will be attending 

as workers. Thank you all for representing our 

College and for giving service to others. Like last 

year, we know this will be a week of learning 

and hard work; we know you will again make us 

proud. Go well, work hard and enjoy being part 

of this iconic Tainui-wide and indeed, Aotearoa-

wide celebration. It is a wonderful, exciting and 

rich experience for all. To those of our staff,           

students, and whaanau who will be attending in 

other capacities, be blessed and safe as you 

travel to and from the many events. 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter the          

formation of the charitable trust for our school 

continues apace. There is an article within this 

newsletter detailing the latest developments as 

we near completion of this project which will, 

once in place, be a support for students for 

many years to come.  

Following the school ball this evening there will 

also be a Community Ball this Saturday night. 

Thanks go to all those connected with the 

Friends of Ōtorohanga College Sports Commit-

tee who are working on this fund raiser to             

support our young sportspeople, I am sure it will 

be another great event which shows that our 

students are not the only ones who love to           

socialise and have fun! There are several other 

big events coming this term including the nation-

al Secondary Schools Sports Tournament week 

and our Senior Assessment Week. There are 

moreover many NCEA assessments taking 

place and the Junior School will similarly               

engaged in a range of tasks, tests and assess-

ments. Not to be forgotten of course are the            

finals of all the winter sports codes as they             

compete in the completion of the season, we 

wish you all well as you strive for excellence in 

any and all of these important facets of your 

school experience. 

I urge all families to continue the conversation 

with your young ones, senior and junior students 

alike about their dreams and goals, their 

achievements and indeed their challenges. Feel 

free to come to the school and discuss these  

issues with the staff, we all here to support our 

students. This can be a scary time for our senior 

students as they have not got long to go, there 

are ten Mondays to be precise, before the end of 

this academic teaching year for them. These last 

weeks are critical ones for the achievement of 

success in many areas and I encourage you to 

question, motivate and support your children as 

they work towards these important deadlines, or 

‘lifelines’ as I like to term them. ‘Encourage,            

enthuse and empower’- these make good 

watchwords for those of us cheering them on. 

Thank you to all of those who have already paid 

for the NCEA fees which are now due. There is 

of an advantage in early payment which will 

avoid the penalty fees incurred for late                  

settlement. Please remember to keep these pay-

ments coming in to support a smooth process 

for NCEA.  

Finally, ‘go well’ our Boys Rugby Under 14 team 

who have a home final this weekend. We will be 

cheering you on! To all of our students, families, 

community and supporters, until next time, thank 

you for your support, for your loyalty and for your 

appreciation of our hard work and dedication to 

the young people of this town, their history and 

their future. We have received many messages 

of encouragement and support these last few 

weeks and I wish to say, from the heart, that 

they mean the world to us because in the end it 

is you, our school community and your children, 

who we serve and for whom we dream of              

excellence and success. To know that our hard 

work and aspirations are both noticed and            

appreciated compensates for the challenges and 

criticisms we sometimes face. We are both 

proud and honoured to serve you, the people 

who make our school ‘live.’ 

Kia tau te rangimarie kia tātou katoa, may peace 
find us all  
 
Nā  
 
 
 
 
Timoti Harris  
Tumuaki  
Ōtorohanga College  
 
 



Week 4 Tuesday 11th August 

Wednesday 12th August 

Thursday 13th August 

Saturday 15th August 

College A Mixed Tournament Fundraiser 

First Aid Course 

KC Badminton 

Closing Day at Netball 

Week 5 Thursday 20th August 

 

 

Friday 21st August 

 

Tough Guy and Gal Rotorua 

Senior Assessment Day 1—Practical Level 2 & 3 

BOT Meeting 

Senior Assessment Day 2 

Waikato Secondary Schools Snowsports   

Week 6 Monday 24th—Wednesday 26th 

Tuesday 25th August 

Wednesday 26th August 

 

Friday 28th August 

Senior Assessment Day 3,4 & 5 

KC Volleyball 

Waikato Secondary Schools Badminton 

College Sports Committee Meeting 6pm 

Newsletter #8 and Invoices Mailed 

Week 7 Monday 31st August 

 

Tuesday 1st—4th September 

Tournament Week begins 

NZQA Fees due 

Tournament Week 

Week 8 Tuesday 8th September 

Saturday 12th September 

Yr 10 Careers Day—District Development Board 

Annual 5 a side Soccer Tournament in Hamilton 

COLLEGE COOKBOOK 
 

As part of a fund-raising effort for Ōtorohanga College, we are putting together a collection of recipes 
to publish into a cook book. A group of people with links to the school and community are being asked 
to contribute. We aim to have this published in time to coincide with the February 2016 celebration of 
60 years. 

We would really value your personal contribution to our book in the form of a favourite recipe and a 
few words about why it is a favourite. 

To make this process easy for you, there are a couple of different ways you can submit your recipe. 

Email: garvinj@otocoll.school.nz  

Please include cook book in the subject line. 

Fax: 07 873 7414 

Attention: Jacqui Garvin 

Hard copy posted or handed to: Ōtorohanga College, Bledisloe Avenue, Ōtorohanga 3900 

  Attention: Jacqui Garvin 

We would greatly appreciate your recipe submission by the 21
st
 September 2015.  

mailto:garvinj@otocoll.school.nz


Thanks to Chris Lord for his ongoing support 

with our awesome website.   

 

 

PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

TO FARMERS AND BUSINESSES 

 
07 873 7325 Otorohanga 

FREEPHONE:  0800 482 928  

info@baileyingham.co.nz 

  

Thanks to Lauran Robinson for her support with             

photographing events to be used for our newsletter 

and a range of other news media. 

 Greg Smith                                      
SALES MANAGER 
greg@patprescott.co.nzT:     
07 873 8522                                    
M:   027 439 8185 

Prescott Toyota                                 
152 Maniapoto Street                     
Otorohanga 3900                
www.prescott.toyota.co.nz 

Thanks to OTL for the support they have given to pick up 

the calves donated by our generous farmers for                       

our calf scheme. 



 

NCEA FEES 
2015 NCEA Qualifications 

 
There is a standard annual fee which students must pay to have their results recorded on 
their Record Of Achievement and for the awarding of qualifications.  Candidates who do not 
pay fees are not eligible to: 

 have results transferred to their Record Of Achievement, which only indicates the 
results for which payment has been received 

 have NCEAs or other National Certificates or UE awarded, because unpaid results 
are not on the Record Of Achievement 

The fee is collected by the College and forwarded to NZQA.   Fees are due by Monday 31st 
August 2015.  If the fee is not paid by this date a candidate will have to pay NZQA directly 
using the School Candidate Form – Payment Of NZQA Fees.  You can get this form from 
Mrs Kurth.  After the 1st December, NZQA will add a $50.00 late fee. 

 
How Much Does It Cost? 

The following fee structure applies for 2015 (GST inclusive):  

  Entry for all NCEA standards                           $76.70 

Entry for each New Zealand Scholarship Subject                         $30.00 

 
Can I Get Help To Pay? 

To be eligible to apply for financial assistance you must be the fee payer and able to meet at 
least one of the following criteria:  

 Be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit (benefit-based applications). 
 

 Have a joint family income that would entitle the applicant to receive a Community 
Services Card from Work and Income (income-based applications).  

 

 Be a fee payer with two or more children who are candidates irrespective of family 
income, where the total fees you would have to pay would otherwise be more than 
the $200 multiple candidate maximum. 

 

How Do I Get Help To Pay? 
To get financial assistance you have to fill in a Financial Assistance form and hand it in to 
the College Office.  You can get this form from the Office or Mrs Kurth. 

 
FEES ARE DUE BY MONDAY 31ST August 

 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the College. 

 
Lyndsay Kurth 
Deputy Principal, Learning 
 
 

 



Are You Using 
The Parent 

Portal? 

The Parent Portal enables parents/caregivers to track their child’s progress in a number of ways 
including live attendance information and academic achievement. 
  
Parents/caregivers are able to see the following data: 

Personal Details 
Timetable 
Attendance 
Fees 
NCEA All Results 
NCEA Summary 
NCEA Current Year Results 
The two highlighted areas above are particularly relevant at this time of the year when checking 

the number of credits gained. 
  
Follow the three steps below using your unique username and password . 
 Enter the web address www.otocoll.school.nz into the address bar 

Click on Parent Portal 
To obtain information about your child enter the unique username and password at the login 

section 
  
Lyndsay Kurth 
Deputy Principal, Learning 

  

Manu Korero Quest Earns Third Placing 

“Dream it. Believe it. Achieve it.”  Rhiannon Magee took this message to the stage at the Gallagher 

Academy of Performing Arts at Waikato University recently. Representing our College in the Senior 

English section of the Tainui Ngā Manu Kōrero Speech Contest, Rhiannon‘s third placing in the 

company of seasoned speakers from schools throughout Waikato cemented her growing reputation 

as a budding public speaker. She drew tremendous audience support from the presence of her 

mother Belinda, Mr Harris, Ms Joyes , Whaea Mita,  and fellow students Shania Devenport, Kalani 

Hepi, Philip Lord, Peaches Maaka, Tharayn Paekau-Heke, Paige-Beth Tamaki, Te Kahu                                  

Whatarangi, Tira Porima, Hinengakau Marsh and Jayda Parnell.  

Whaia te iti kahurangi. Ki te tuohu koe, me he maunga teitei.  Aim high. If you should bow, let it be 

to a lofty mountain. 

http://www.otocoll.school.nz


Senior Prizegiving  
 

Our Senior Prizegiving will occur on Wednesday 4th November from 7.00 pm in the College Hall.   

At this celebration we acknowledge and celebrate success and excellence across all aspects of 

College life including sporting achievements, leadership, cultural and academic. This year’s guest 

speaker is Mr Gavin Hockly, Deputy Principal Human Resources, who sadly leaves the College at 

the end of Term Four. 

 

The evening will include the presentation of the Trades Trophy, Hurley Cup, Cultural Personality 

Of The Year and Sports Personalities Of The Year.  The culmination of the evening is the 

presentation of the Proxime Accessit and Dux. 

 

All Year 11 to 13 students are expected to attend in correct uniform including Number 1s for 

Senior Leaders.  Students from Years 9 and 10, parents, friends and supporters are warmly wel-

comed. 
 

What’s New For 2015? 
This year two sports personalities will be recognised; a sportsman and a sportswoman, a slight 

change from the sportsperson awarded in previous years. 

 

Academic achievement is one of many aspects recognised at Prizegiving.  A very special addition 

this year is the presentation of metal scholar badges.  The top academic Year 11 and Year 12 

students as well as the Proxime Accessit and Dux will be the recipients of scholar badges. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 11, Year 12 and Proxime Accessit badges are nickel (Figure 1) while the Dux’s is gold.  

(Figure 2) 

 

Lyndsay Kurth 

Deputy Principal, Learning  

Figure 1 Figure 2 



Farewell Merrin Avenue  
For approximately twenty years Ōtorohanga College has leased a site on Merrin Avenue with a           
workshop where courses in Building and Construction were run. This facility was used to help students 
gain industry credits in carpentry through BCATZ and BCITO whilst being able to use these credits         
towards their NCEA certificates at Levels 1, 2 and 3. Previously tutored for many years by Mr            
Robin Kapoor, for the last three years Mr Brendon Mudge has successfully managed and taught at the 
workshop.  
 
Due to our increasing  need to cater for a diverse range of industry training needs and the improved 
capacity to do so through both the school campus and our Gateway and Pathways Programmes, our 
College has chosen not to renew the lease at Merrin Avenue which now reverts to the Ōtorohanga 
District Council. The site has served our College well, catering for up to 25 students at a time. Histori-
cally these were all boys however in recent times several of our young women have also accessed 
these courses. The Technology Faculty at our College will continue to offer credits towards the Nation-
al Certificates in Building andConstruction. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of those 
who were successfully involved in the operation of what we used to call “Merrins Ave” and more                  
recently “The Building and Construction Academy.” Many of our students have achieved success and 
valuable experience within the off-campus programme and will no doubt look back on their time at the 
site with rich memories.  
 
To all the staff who supported the day-to-day running of the facility we say a heartfelt ‘thank you.’ We 
look forward to building upon the successes achieved in the past programme within our own school 
teaching and learning courses including a range of courses which include forestry, adventure tourism, 
Māori tourism, agriculture to name a few.  
Mr Timoti Harris 
 

Merrin's Ave Workshop Closes 

I have been privileged to be part of the off site Build-
ing and Construction programme run by Ōtorohanga 
College down at Merrin's Ave over the last three and 
a half years. During that time students have devel-
oped their skills in the use of fixed machinery and 
power tools which cannot be offered in the normal 
school environment.  There have been a vast array of 
projects completed during this time. Students were 
challenged to produce high quality projects that were 
equal to a tradesman standard.  These projects in-
cluded individual take home projects as well as pro-
jects for the school such as paving, seats, school 
sign, decking and a concrete path. Wider community 
projects included bench seats and paving for Beattie 
Home, tables for pre school children and crosses for 
Anzac Remembrance. 

Reflecting back on this time I have seen many stu-
dents significantly develop their carpentry skills with the opportunities provided. Many of the students 
have gone onto trade or farming based careers at the completion of their schooling. 

Although it is sad to see Merrin's Ave close, over the last few years there has been a significant in-
crease in the number of students completing gateway placements with local businesses. These place-
ments are individualised for our students, so they have wider variety  of opportunity to choose from in 
a field that interests them.  

In closing, thanks to all the students who have gained valuable skills and life experience down at the 
Merrin Ave workshop.    Mr Mudge 



New Trust established for Ōtorohanga College 

It is my great pleasure to announce that over the last fifteen months, there 

have been many meetings held and discussions had to establish an                    

educational trust for Ōtorohanga College. These deliberations have involved 

many people including the Board of Trustees, staff, senior managers, the 

Friends of the Ōtorohanga College Sports Committee as well as members 

of our wider community, our lawyers and The Charities Commission.  

There is now a completed Trust Deed including the Purpose Statement and a Settler has been         

appointed. Mrs Dawn Davidson has kindly agreed to be the Settler of the Deed of Trust on our behalf. 

The next and final stage is for the appointment of the inaugural trustees to take place. This process is 

well underway with the first three having been approached and accepted the role offered to them. 

Once the remaining five trustees have been appointed, our lawyers will then send the Trust Deed to 

The Charities Commission to be registered and it is    expected that the first meeting of the Trustees 

will occur in September or October in 2015. The Trust is already accepting donations and some                           

monies have been received pending the finalisation of the paperwork.  

As the Trust begins to operate the community will be kept informed so you will be hearing a lot more 

about this new support for our learners in the near future. There are many great ideas circulating as to 

how the trust will benefit both present and future students of the College and I look forward with keen 

anticipation to the many positives that will result from its creation. 

Next year February 20
th
 sees the 60

th
 anniversary of the founding of the Ōtorohanga College, as                  

distinct from the Ōtorohanga District High School, and the Trust will be featuring at the reunion which 

is being held to honour this occasion.  

The Trust will be formally known as “The Ōtorohanga College Educational Trust” and has as its stated 

aim to help support the students of the College to read their potentials. Some of the more formal                  

aspects of the Trust will be announced in due course, these will be established and driven by the                   

wisdom and experience of the eight inaugural trustees, plus the Principal of the College. The Trustees 

have  been chosen to represent the various aspects of our College community; rural, urban and 

coastal. Representation has also been sought so that those who form the group of trustees also                    

characterise a fair portrayal of the diversity of our school community and catchment.  

The Board of Trustees are clear in their position that the Trust will have no legal connection to the    

College Board of Trustees which thus allows the Trust to operate tax free and also maintain an                   

independent perspective on the uses of the funds. It is envisaged that in the early years of its                 

establishment, the Trust will be involved mainly in fund raising and seeking donations to create the 

funds required  to fulfil the philanthropic aspiration of the purpose statement. Despite this initial focus 

we also hope that the Trust will be able to start helping students as soon as funds are available. We 

are really excited that the College will have a formal trust and we thank each and every person who 

has been involved in any way in its establishment. A special thanks goes to Mrs Dawn Davidson for 

her unrelenting work and support on behalf of our College, not just over the establishment of the trust, 

but in the many ways she continues to work for the students of this school.  

Timoti Harris, Tumuaki/Principal 

 

 

  



Waiwaia Festival 
 

Tēēnei te mihi ki te whare Ariki, ki a Nga-wai-hono-i-te-pō Paki. Nga mihi hoki ki te Wharekura o 
Maniapoto. Nā rātou te tono. Nā Kingi Tuheitia te kī kia haere mai tōna kōtiro hei kanohi kitea, hei 
kanohi tautoko i te kaupapa. Tēnā rawa atu koutou katoa. 
 
For the first time in the history of our festival, which started in the early 1980’s have we been graced 
by the presence of a representative from the Whare Ariki. We were honoured to have the daughter 
of King Tuheitia share in this day with the Maniapoto Secondary Schools’ Kapahaka groups. Tena 
koe Nga-wai-hono-i-te-pō. 
 
After the desperation of maintaining the minimum numbers to enter Te Waikowharawhara in the Tai-
nui Secondary Schools Regional Competition, here we were, seven weeks later with a full busload 
travelling to Te Kuiti’s Civic Centre for the Waiwaia Festival. 
 
Never before had there been the headache of trying to choreograph moves on a stage where the 
group practically filled every floor inch, but that was the predicament that tutors Jaimee and Des 
struggled with. What a strange luxury!  
 
Never before too had we held our festival early in the week, but the Tuesday event went smoothly 
and was full of all the positive energy which was the dream at inception all those years ago. 
With little room to move, there were no flash moves to demonstrate, but the volume and pride spoke 
for the unity of our team of fifty. 
 
Other schools that performed on the day were Piopio College, Te Kuiti High School, Taumarunui 
High School, and Te Wharekura o Maniapoto. 
 
For our leaders Paige-Beth Tamaki and Tira Porima, this outing was their last formal ‘biggie’. He tika 
me mihi ki a rāua tahi, a ki a Kalani Hepi hoki. We trust that their kapahaka journey will lead them to 
join a pakeke group within our iwi. 
 
 



Let’s Celebrate Academic Achievement 

  

  

The College offers all students the opportunity to develop their potential to the greatest ex-
tent possible.  Emphasis is given to academic achievement where, what is expected and ac-
cepted, is a performance worthy of ability. 
  
At the end of Term Two celebratory assemblies were held for Year 9 and Year 10 students 
to recognise academic achievement; from consistent effort and making progress to active 
learning  and being focused. 
  
The Year 9 students recognised were: 
9MA 
English/Grace McDonald and Jim Pungatara 
Science/Jessie Reardon and Gypsy Pattie 
Global And Local Studies/Zackery Connolly and Gypsy Pattie 
Mathematics/Jessie Reardon and Serena Hetet Naqarase 
Physical Education And Health/Gypsy Pattie and Jessie Reardon 
  
9TE 
English/Samantha Coles and Nadia Solomon 
Science/Charmaine Sheffield and Aaliyah Te Paa 
Global And Local Studies/Iris Hut and Samantha Coles 
Mathematics/Harry Sheehy and Nadia Solomon 
Physical Education And Health/Harry Sheehy and Lily Carr-Paterson 
  
9PH 
English/Brody Rata and Shayarna Mateni 
Science/Marshall Cruickshank and Brody Rata 
Global And Local Studies/Kaia Raumati and Brody Rata 
Mathematics/Matauri Waretini and Kaia Raumati 
Physical Education And Health/Shayarna Mateni and Matauri Waretini 
  
9SC 
English/Oceaan McKay and Chloe Smith 
Science/Chloe Smith and Laurissa Venter 
Global And Local Studies/Oceaan McKay and Kymba Montgomery 
Mathematics/Kymba Montgomery and Dorothy Ward 
Physical Education And Health/Shivaan Naidu and Laurissa Venter 
  
Art Rotation A/Lily Carr-Paterson  and Rotation B/Dion Pye 
Music Rotation A/Sateva Hennessey and Rotation B/Aaliyah Te Paa 
Drama Rotation A/Brody Rata and Rotation B/Samantha Coles 
Te Reo Māori Rotation A/Kaia Raumati and Rotation B/ Kymba Montgomery 
Pathways Education Rotation A/Caitlyn Morrison and Rotation B/Kymba Montgomery 
Resistant Materials Rotation A/Angel Winikerei and Rotation B/Mikyla Barnes 
Design And Visual Communication Rotation A/Lily Carr-Paterson and Rotation B/Laurissa 
Venter 
Fabric Technology Rotation A/Jodie Wilson and Rotation B/Jessie Reardon 
Food Technology Rotation A/Peta Pitts-Brown and Rotation B/Mikyla Barnes 
Digital Technologies Rotation A/Paige Summerfield and Rotation B/Shayarna Mateni 



Above:  Year 9 Students with Year 9 Dean Mr Leighton Parsons 

Below: Year 10 Students with Year 10 Dean Miss Lacosta Hayward 



The Year 10 students recognised were: 
  
10AR 
English/Aron Devenport and Cassidy King-Hayes 
Science/Alain Veleza and Charm Rhind-Williams 
Global And Local Studies/Aron Devenport and Alain Veleza 
Mathematics/Alain Veleza and Oceania-Lee Slade-Young 
Physical Education And Health/Cassidy King-Hayes and Aron Devenport 
  
10DI 
English/Kyla Bignell and Patrica Hirini 
Science/Ngaere Ward and Tiana Henry 
Global And Local Studies/Ngaere Ward and Kyla Bignell 
Mathematics/Ngaere Ward and Kyla Bignell 
Physical Education And Health/Ngaere Ward and Oceania Te Uira 
  
10EN 
English/Sarah Murray-Smith and Ashleen Gounder 
Science/Ashleen Gounder and Sarah Murray-Smith 
Global And Local Studies/Sarah Murray-Smith and Ashleen Gounder 
Mathematics/Ashleen Gounder and Sarah Murray-Smith 
Physical Education And Health/Anastacia Brady and Alec Pareanga 
  
10GL 
English/Zachary Hill and Ashlee Hawkes-Board 
Science/Breanna Edwards and Ashlee Hawkes-Board 
Global And Local Studies/Lindsey Houston and Ashlee Hawkes-Board 
Mathematics/Leah Connolly and Lindsey Houston 
Physical Education And Health/Briar Hall and Andrew Long 
 
Drama Option A/Ashlee Hawkes-Board and Mallory Fraser 
Te Reo Māori Option A/Charm Rhind Williams and Tina Henry 
Digital Technologies Option A/Breanna Edwards and Briar Hall 
Resistant Materials Wood Option A/Hinekura Willison and Emma Whiteman 
Resistant Materials Metal option A/Aron Devenport and Alec Pareanga 
Design And Visual Communication Option A/Quinn Robinson and Emma Whiteman 
Fabric technology Option A/Leah Knight and Briar Hall 
Food Technology Option A/Mallory Fraser and Kyla Bignell 
Business Studies Option A/Paige Clarke and Ashleigh Kelly 
 
The staff and I look forward to recognising and celebrating academic achievement at 
Term Three’s Academic Achievement Assembly. 
  
Mrs Lyndsay Kurth 
Deputy principal, Learning 



 
 
 
 

 

Maniapoto Youth Biodiversity Forum  

In Term 2 the Science class 10GL had the opportunity to be part of the Maniapoto Biodiversity Forum. The event was 

held at the Ruakuri Walkway in Waitomo where we spent the day at different stations learning about aspects of our 

environment. 

At one station we learnt about New Zealand fresh water life. This station was popular with the students as we were able 

to hold live eels or tuna and examine small bugs that live in our rivers. 

Another station included a trip to a cave where we admired the shape of the formations. We learnt about how the 

temperatures of the visitors of the caves can affect it. 

The Māori medicine station taught us what plants to look for and how to prepare them. We also learnt how they help 

our bodies in different ways and what nature means to Māori. 

Many stations were woven throughout the exciting day and a delicious lunch was provided. Overall, the day was a 

fantastic time full with learning and fun experiences.  

A huge thank-you to the Maniapoto Biodiversity Trust for a successful day! 

  

 



Celebrated author, Mandy Hagar 
delivers a day long workshop 

and seminar. 

Mandy Hagar is Writer in Residence at Waikato 
University.  She has written many novels that 
our students enjoy, recently releasing Ash.  
With a strong political and critical analysis Man-
dy Hagar writes to the crux of complex and per-
tinent issues for teenagers, and therefore for all 
of us.  She teaches a creative writing masters 
programme at Whitireia.  Needless to say Man-
dy’s brother is Nicky who wrote, among many other things, Dirty Politics. 

Mandy expertise led a range of students from Years 10-13 through writing processes that explored  
character development, and story development, through the “arc” of how to think about writing a com-
plete novel.  Our students were fully engaged as wordsmiths, and inspired in so many personal ways, 
right across the “arc” of what it means to write. 

Students were given a writing frame for a paragraph story. Here are a few of their pieces in first draft.  
You will notice the common sentence starters.   

Maree Bublitz and Linda Campbell 

It was a cold day, so cold it felt as if my feet were frozen to the ground. I watched as the crowd                 
entered the courtroom, they looked like sheep blindly following the person in front of them.  They were 
all here to support us- me and Mum – and I should be grateful, but I knew their secret, they didn’t               
really care what the outcome was, because it hadn’t happened to them. 

It was a cold day. So cold that it gave the girls a chance to wear their long coats and fur boots.  As the 
officials entered the boardroom, they looked like walking balls of wool.  Very soon they’ll start stripping 
because the room was becoming warm.  I could smell her floral perfume; it was the same one she 
wore when we first met.  Arghh she gives me headaches.  The first thing that sprang to my mind was 
the project, which made me feel anxious, but why? I have garnered so much reputation for making all 
my projects successful.  For a moment I wished I was doing this project on my own, I didn’t want to 
share my power or leadership duties with anyone, especially not a random woman.  But then I saw the 
papers of agreement flash in front of me, clearly stating that we have to get together for this project.  If 
only their leader was a man, more sensible than her. 

It was a cold day. So cold, perfect training conditions. What a load of crap.  As the crowd entered the 
arena they looked like a raging sea looking for a shipwreck. I could smell stenches brought in by the 
crowd and all around me the roar of the crowd wanting more.  The first thing that sprang to mind was 
how in the hell can we do this, which made me feel inquisitive and fearful.  For just a moment I wished 
I had realised sooner.  If only I was smarter, damn brain.  I am stronger than you know, I exclaimed, to 
the people around me.  As soon as the words were out of my mouth a bullet rocketed towards me.   



It was a cold day, so cold that the sweat from the night before had frozen on my forehead, chilling me 
to the bone, not unusual, for a morning in the desert. I only dreaded the hour in which the sun rose 
high above my face. As the crowd entered the entrance of the abandoned base, they appeared nerv-
ous - like a family of mice, dreading the swooping talons of a ravenous crow. I could smell the obnox-
ious stench of fuel, and all around me I could see nothing but dust and mould, lining the dead com-
mand consoles like a disgusting blanket.  After all these years of rotting, the walls, the floors, the 
hangers, the cracked runways still stank of the precious liquid that was once so plentiful. In a time 
where none of this was possible, not unheard of, but unthinkable. 

It was a cold day.  Bone-aching, the remaining warmth around my heart froze.  It has not returned. 
The crowd entered the cafeteria of drained souls, around me some looked like terrified rabbits, dishev-
elled, shying away from the smallest sound, collapsing with white eyes. Others strutted like they had a 
cork up their arse, they didn’t deign to speak to the brain-screwed, which just proved they were. Then 
there was the all consumed, by our equal enemy, the crusher of hope, the friend, suicide, silence. 

It was a cold day. So calm the branches on the trees weren’t brushing up on the side of my windows; 
the grass, the branches, everything, it was like the world had paused for a moment. Then suddenly, 
everything was on fast forward, my body tense, my temperature boiling, and my heart racing.  For just 
a moment I wished, oh how I wished whatever this is would release me! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gateway with farmers 
Every year is different in terms of how our students 
“batch” interests, hopes, dreams, plans and explore ca-
reer pathways.  In 2014 we had seven students participat-
ing in agricultural gateway programmes with dairy and 
drystock farmers.  To our delight these same students are 
now all involved in farming; five of last year’s Year 13s 
are now independently in fulltime employment on farms, 
and two of our 2014 Year 12s have returned to school this 
year to  complete Year 13 and are now forming firm plans 
to commence their chosen agricultural career pathway for 
2016.  The common factor is that the students love farm 
life, are thrilled with what they learn, are unafraid of hard 
work and can see a great business/academic pathway 
through PrimaryITO (up to Level 5), which they experi-
ence first- hand on Gateway, as the farmers and I support 
them through relevant Level 2 NCEA PrimaryITO stand-
ards. 
 
This year we have had 4 students exploring their farming 
careers.  We started with 7 students, but three of the 
placements did not progress as student circumstances 
and points of views changed.  All but one of the four stu-
dents who  completed their Gateway placement are highly 
regarded and able young farmers.  Two recently opted to 
leave school to take up offers of full time employment re-
spectively on a drystock farm and on a dairy farm.  They 
are delighted with their opportunities, as are their families 
and our college.  Our two students who will see the col-
lege year out have a bright agricultural future in front of 
them, and are busy developing a map for their farming fu-
tures. 
 
On 30 July Tony Pahl, a PrimaryITO moderator visited the 
Gateway office to pour over the work we have done over 
the last three years.  It appears that we are running a 
hands- on, individualised, farm centric, small numbers 
programme which is what PrimaryITO approves of.  The 
strong relationships between students, Gateway and 
farmers are praiseworthy.  He showed me how we can 
streamline the assessing of the PrimaryITO NCEA stand-
ards. Tony has allowed us to offer Level 3 PrimaryITO 
standards to particular and specific students.  
 
This is all and only made possible by our enthusiastic, pa-
tient, and generous farming community.  We all thank 
you. 
 
Linda Campbell 
 
 



 



The Journey to becoming a BYOD/Blended Learning  

College in 2016  

As many of you are aware, our College made a commitment in late 2014 to make Ōtorohanga College 

a fully BYOD/Blended Learning school in 2016.  That decision encouraged us to ask students this 

year, in 2015, to bring their devices to class so that we could trial their usage and in so doing, note   

areas that required resolution of issues.  Those trials involved 3 full classes in the Junior school and 

one in the Senior school.  We have learned much and we have identified areas of instruction and 

learning which need strengthening. 

In 2015 all staff at Ōtorohanga College are focusing their professional learning to further upskilling and 

developing the ability required to deliver Blended Learning in our classrooms.  Blended Learning is the 

situation where a mix of pen, paper, text books and computer activities make up a formal classroom 

lesson.  We are convinced that all students will enhance their engagement and learning by using a  

device effectively.  From next year, 2016, time spent by students using devices will vary depending on 

the subject with all subjects using device based learning in their classrooms.  Depending on the lesson 

content students may use a device for 15 minutes per lesson others the full 60 minutes.  Books,              

writing and other resources will also be used.  The trials this year have clarified that the College need 

to be specific in the type of device used by the students which will allow effective learning by students 

and feedback from teachers. 

Cheaper options are a poor investment and lead to frustration with any online activities.  Accordingly, 

we will not be registering any tablets or cell phones.  Instead we will require a laptop with a keyboard.   

The minimum specifications are:   2GB RAM Memory, 32GB Storage and 1.83 GHz processor speed.    

Our local 100% store is offering a Nextbook for $399 that fits these requirements and Noel Leeming 

has an HP Stream II Laptop (Horizon Blue) that is equally suitable.  Their current price is $459 alt-

hough it was recently under $400 during a special offer and we are assured that the price will normally 

be close to this figure by Christmas. 

To help students that do not have their own device the College, from its ICT budget, is supporting       

Faculties by ensuring they each have access to a set of 25 laptops. 

 

Our communications on BYOD/Blended Learning will continue with you through our newsletters this 

year.  We welcome your comments and queries; please feel free to ring the College and ask for Mr 

Hockly in the first instance. 

On behalf of the Senior Management Team – Mr G. Hockly 

 

 

 

Left: Nextbook 

 

Right: HP Stream II 

Laptop (Horizon Blue)  



Main Advantages of Uses of Devices in Technology 
Images can easily be used in teaching and improving the retentive memory of students.                
Teachers can easily explain complex instructions and ensure students' comprehension.                         
Teachers are able to create interactive classes and make the lessons more enjoyable, which could im-
prove student attendance and concentration. 

    

•Visualiser/Document Camera- For Investigation, Displaying and Instructional Step by Step teach-

 

•Tablet and ipads- Intermediate research, taking photos of work, used to complete electronic portfo-
lios, looking up and following recipes electronically, timers when cooking 

•Laptops/Applicable software- Writing Assignments  

 

 



PATHWAYS  CENTRE 
Garage Girls - Basic Vehicle                     
Maintenance Workshops For Women 

 
On the 19th June Garage Girls were excited to 
hold a workshop at the College teaching a great 
bunch of girls the ins and outs of cars. The girls 
overalled up eager to get their hands dirty ( but 
not their shoes ) and spent the day under the 
hood learning everything they need to know 
about maintaining their vehicles themselves be-
tween services and Wof's. 
 
The idea of these workshops are to give women 
independence and confidence when it comes to 
their vehicles in a fun and completely non judg-
mental environment. To teach them the things 
that I believe everyone should know. Taught by a 
fully qualified female mechanic they learn how to, 
top up and inspect fluid levels under the bonnet, 
check drive belts, battery, radiator and radiator 
hoses condition, checking for leaks / signs of de-
terioration,  oil grades and which fluids to use, 
learn about engine components and what they 
do, how to change wiper blades, what warning 
lights on the dash mean and what to do, check 
tyre pressures, tread depths, tyre condition, how 
to jack up a vehicle safely and change a tyre, 
what to do in the event of a flat tyre or blow out, a 
bit about using your senses, visual, sounds, smells etc to be aware of plus a whole lot more in an ap-
proximately 5 hour workshop consisting of both theory ( a bit about what we're going to do plus safety 
requirements ) and practical ( doing it! ) Garage Girls - Basic Vehicle Maintenance Workshops For 
Women 
 
If you need anymore info or have any questions my website is www.garagegirls.net or cell is 
0211647701. Jordyn Prole 

FIRST AID CERITIFICATE 

On Wednesday the first sixteen Year 13 
students and four staff completed their 
First Aid Certificate for First Aid in the 
Workplace with the tutor from St Johns 
Ambulance.  It was a long, but produc-
tive day and all students completed all 
aspects of the course to gain this Certif-
icate.  This Certificate is current for the 
next two years, so on leaving school 
they have the basic requirements of 
First Aid for their course or employ-
ment.  It is the aim of the Pathways 
Centre to ensure all Year 13 students 
have a current first aid certificate on 
leaving Ōtorohanga College.   

https://col129.mail.live.com/mail/www.garagegirls.net


WAIKATO YOUNG LEADERS DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twenty Year 9 students went to the Waikato Young Leaders day at Waikato University last month. 
Throughout the day students participated in workshops and listened to different speakers who talked 
about their journey and how they got there in life. We listened to business people, police and profes-
sional sports players. A real highlight was listening to the inspirational career of former White Fern Ni-
cola Brown. As with most speakers the theme was simply, there is no substitute for hard work. A great 
day with some important messages was enjoyed by all. 



Te Wiki ō Te Reo Māori 

Rua tekau ma iwa ō Hōngongoi 

 

On Wednesday the 29
th
 of July, Whaea Mariana and four Year 

9 students taught Te Reo Māori to some smaller akonga at 

Hopscotch Early Learning Centre. Peta Pitts-Brown, Angel Win-

ikerei, Kymba Montgomery and Kirikowhai Maihi went through 

the parts of the body and played various games outside in the 

sun. Thank you to our responsible Year 9 students who showed 

awhi to our younger learners. Thank you to Hopscotch for the 

beautiful waiata and lovely card at the end of the session.  

 

 

 



 

 

Are you  NCEA Level One, Two or Three? 

Are you sitting the ‘Unfamiliar Texts’ English Exam? 

DO YOU LOVE PIZZA? 

  

Come along to  our ‘Unfamiliar Pizza Evening’  

When: 5.30pm—7.30pm. Thursday 13th August. Week Four, Term 

Three.  

Where:  Ōtorohanga College Library 

  

If you are interested you MUST tell Miss Joyes, Whaea Papa, Ms 

Bublitz OR Miss Campbell.  



CANTRAIN 
This week the Senior Skills Academy and a few extra Senior Gateway Students have been working 
towards a Level 2 Certificate in Agriculture. The training group Can Train have been at school working 
with the boys on ATV and Motorbike safety as well as fencing. They have all enjoyed the practical ses-
sions each day and the skills learnt will be very useful for future employment. It is a credit to the boys 
and their families that they are funding this course themselves.  

Mr W Robinson 

 

 



MATARIKI 

Matariki ahunga nui  
Matariki hunga nui  
A time of assembly for the people  
 
The celebration of Matariki Week provided lead-
ership opportunities enabling students to shine. 
This year the decision to squeeze in the Matariki 
Talent alongside the regular activities of Kai in 
the Hall, the Matariki All Stars Challenge, Ma-
tariki Quizzes and the Matariki Haka in the Wha-
re proved a hit.  
Each House showcased their Junior and Senior 
talents on the lunch-hour stage. With the popu-
lar entertainment provided, students dined on 
the legendary fried bread, tasty sandwiches, 
burgers, fritters and chowder, as they drank 
their cups of milky rich hot chocolate. 
With house points mounting through the week, 
we noted Hotson and Kedgley were best with kai; Eveleigh were best at quizzes; and Brown shone 
with the best All Stars and the best talent. As always, the Haka in the Whare was going to be the 
champion decider, but no one was prepared for the eventual outcome. 
Since the introduction of Matariki Week in 2009, the readiness to lead and be lead in an area that 
might be outside one’s comfort zone saw students stepping up and out of the shadows. We like to 
think that Matariki Week is a time to reflect and contribute to the survival of Te Ao Māori, and what bet-
ter way to do that than to create some memories from mini challenges. 
Our congratulations go to joint Matariki Challenge Trophy winners of 2015 – Hotson and Kedgley. 
Roll on June 6, 2016 when we prepare for the next challenge. 
"Matariki, huarahi ki te oranga tangata" 
"Matariki, pathway to the wellbeing of man" 

 

 

 

Joint winners of the Matariki Trophy 

Grayson Fortis (Hotson House Leader) and                 

Kiso Eti (Kedgley House Leader) 

MATARIKI RESULTS 2015 

KAI 
Kai Total 75 71 80 80 
TOTAL A 12 8 18 18 

QUIZ 

Quiz Year 9 27 38 37 36 
Quiz Year 10 16 38 36 34 
Quiz Year 11 23 33 34 33 
Quiz Year 12/13 31 30 30 27 
Quiz Total 97 139 137 130 
TOTAL B 8 20 16 12 

HAKA 

Poi E434 470 477 449 128 142 147 135 
Poi Total 8 16 20 12 
E Papa 120 144 134 127 
Rakau Total 8 20 16 12 
Haka 186 184 196 187 
Haka Total 12 8 20 16 
TOTAL C 28 44 56 40 

ALL 
STARS 

All Stars Total 585 370 323 415 

TOTAL D 20 12 8 16 

TAL-
ENT 

HEATS 

Talent Junior Heats 20 12 20 12 
Talent Senior Heats 32 12 12 32 
Talent HeatsTotal 52 24 32 42 
TOTAL E 20 8 12 16 

TAL-
ENT 

FINALS 

Talent Junior Finals  20 0 12    
Talent Senior Finals  12 0   20 
Talent Final Total 32  0 12  20 
TOTAL F 32 0 12 20 

* TOTAL OVERALL 120 92 122 122 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GROUNDS UPDATE 
 
Changes in the grounds and to the buildings 

 

The classes using A3 and A4 were surprised on their 
return at the start of Term 3 to notice that the doors 
out onto the quad had disappeared.  The previous 
doors had been rotting and replacements were going 
to cost over $2,000.  As these exits doors were not 
necessary any more they were boarded up with Mr 
Court doing a professional finish both inside and 
out.  For those observant of the roof on C Block you 
will notice that he has busy in this area too putting on 
a good coat of paint that will extend the life of the iron 
for a few more years.  It was surprising that despite 
the winter weather last term he was able to complete 
half of the roof.  To improve the appearance on the 
block Mr Court has also improved the signage on the 
building. 

 

Mr Smith continues to beaver away on the grounds 
keeping the campus looking amazing despite the 
winter gloom.  He has improved and added to the 
gardens by the Gym and Library as well as establish-
ing what is known as Heremaia's Corner.  Visitors 
constantly comment on how wonderful the grounds 
and buildings are maintained.  Thankyou gentlemen. 

Limited Door Sales available available 

The College Ball article and photos will be 

in the next newsletter 



FAREWELL JAN 
 
Last term we farewelled Jan our exchange student 
from Switzerland. It was obvious from Jan's presenta-
tion he has thoroughly enjoyed his time here in Oto-
rohanga and New Zealand. During his time at College 
Jan was involved in a range of activities and made the 
most of his time here.  Jan will be missed by everyone 
he has been associated with. The soccer team will 
definitely miss him.  
 
 

 



TOUGH GUY AND GAL                   
CHALLENGE 

On Thursday the 20th of August Ōtorohanga College will be sending 43 Level 
Two and Three Physical Education students to compete in the Tough Guy and 
Gal Challenge in Rotorua. The event will be used as part of the Physical Educa-
tion course and the Practical assessment is worth 4 credits. In preparation for the 
event, students have started completing a training program during PE lessons. 
On this day we will compete against 1000 other competitors from different Sec-
ondary Schools around the North Island. 

The challenge is an endurance run over a 6km or 12km course.The event is lo-
cated at Lakes Ranch, an outdoor pursuit / equestrian centre 15 minutes east of 
Rotorua on SH30. This venue provides a magnificent course with spectacular 
scenery for the ultimate experience. The course includes water trails, net climb, 
crawl under barb wire obstacles, swamp crossings, native bush trail, wobbly wa-
ter bridge, open paddock running, hurdles, wire rope bridge and tunnels. As al-
ways, parents and caregivers are more than welcome to meet us there to spec-
tate.   

As we head into our final 3 weeks of training students are getting excited for the 
event in which we have done very well in previous years. 

Timetable for the day: 

7.00am: Depart Ōtorohanga College 

8.30am – 9.30am: Registration 
10.00am: Start of the 12km event 
10.15am: Start of the 6km event 

12.45pm: Prize-giving 

Below are the times required for Achieved, Merit and Excellence at both Level 2 and 3. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

NCEA Level Two – Tough Guy & Gal Achievement Standard Guideline – Rotorua (mmm:ss) 

Distance/Genders Achieved Merit Excellence 

12km Male 99m 57s ≤ time < 118m 34s 88m 33s ≤ time < 99m 57s time < 88m 33s 

12km Female 114m 34s ≤ time < 133m 07s 102m 56s ≤ time < 114m 34s time < 102m 56s 

6km Male 47m 59s ≤ time < 56m 46s 42m 17s ≤ time < 47m 59s time < 42m 17s 

6km Female 54m 56s ≤ time < 63m 39s 49m 02s ≤ time < 54m 56s time < 49m 02s 

 

NCEA Level Three – Tough Guy & Gal Achievement Standard Guideline – Rotorua (mmm:ss) 

Distance/Gender Achieved Merit Excellence 

12km Male 96m 42s ≤ time < 116m 23s 79m 56s ≤ time < 96m 42s time < 79m 56s 

12km Female 111m 33s ≤ time < 126m 53s 93m ≤ time <111m 33s time < 93m 

6km Male 46m 05s ≤ time < 55m 42s 38m 06s ≤ time < 46m 05s time < 38m 06s 

6km Female 53m 12s ≤ time < 60m 42s 44m 29s ≤ time < 53m 12s time < 44m 29s 

 



 



What a fantastic way to start the term with the inaugural sports ex-
change with Stratford High School.  Two coaches and two van loads 
of students filled the hall.  Nerves were prevalent from both sides with 
the students and the teachers alike.  Of course, neither school not 
too sure how each team will play despite our attempts of researching. 

There were some very competitive games, especially with Rugby and 
Netball 1 point the difference. For the result to end in a draw is some-
what fitting and being a competitive person myself, I for one didn’t 

want us to lose the first round.  So now Stratford will hold the trophy for the first six months, then we 
will hold it for the latter.   

From various locations the trophy was made with Totara 
from Kakepuku Mountain, Aust Redwood from Kawhia and 
Rimu from C Block renovations. Thank you Mr Chetty, who 
designed and created this significant taonga.   

To prepare for this event takes time.  And we would like to 
truly thank you our helpers behind the scenes.  To all our 
parents who helped billet the first wave of Stratford stu-
dents.  It was pleasing to hear that they were very polite 
and a delight to host.  Mr & Mrs McConnell, Mr & Mrs Pitts-
Brown, Mr & Mrs Hughes, Mrs Flay, Mr & Mrs Fox, Mr & 
Mrs Carr-Paterson, Mr & Mrs Lord, Mr & Mrs van der Hey-
den and Mrs L Robinson.  
 
To our officials we must extend our deepest gratitude for your support in refereeing, umpiring or scor-
ing the games.  We all know how valuable your roles are to us.  Thank you: 
Ernest Montgomery, Kane Wharepouri, Donna & Tanchia - Basketball.  Kristen & Karen – Netball.  
John Varga, Ram Chetty,  Zowie Newton – Soccer.  Simon Hall,  Wayne Robinson – Hockey.  Digger 
Balme – Rugby.  
  

To Donna and Kelly Hemara, who organised our morning tea for Stratford. The pumpkin soup was a 
delight for those early starters.  And to Marlene who catered the after match function, I don’t think I 
have ever seen food disappear so quickly!  And lastly, I would like to thank all our coaches for being 
there on the day.  We know some of you had to reschedule your work load so you could also be here. 
Thank you. 

 
Since our last newsletter we have competed in the King Country Volleyball taster. This was the perfect 
opportunity for our students to compete in a sport that they normally would not be involved with.  De-
spite no titles to come back with, there were some very exciting games to watch.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
King Country  
Volleyball Teams  
 
 
 
 
 

SPORTS CORNER 



It’s been a very long time coming …….possibly 6- 8 years, but our U14s and U15s have earned 
their new strip thanks to the hard work of the Sports Council and Lorraine Fox for her due diligence 
with grant applications.  Needless to say, they all look very sharp!!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
     U14’s Team 
 

 
    U15’s Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Individual Athletes: 
Quinn Robinson has been selected for the Northern Dis-
tricts Emerging Spirit Cricket Team for the 2015/2016 
season. This follows on from strong performances for the 
U15 team earlier in the year and the U18 development 
camp last term. Selection in this team means she will 
have free access to the Northern Districts specialist crick-
et coaches based at Seddon Park in Hamilton. Quinn will 
also be representing Northern Districts Maori at a Tourna-
ment in Rarotonga next term where they will play several 
T20 games against Papua New Guinea and the Cook Is-
lands. Quinn has also made it into the Waikato U15 De-
velopment Hockey Team for 2015. This team will play var-
ious regional fixtures leading up to the National Hockey 
Tournament in Christchurch in September.  
 
Our multi sports athlete Quinn again. After a disappointing 6th placing in race 1 of the 
North Island XC Mountain Bike Series where a group that included Quinn were sent 
the wrong way, she bounced back in race 2 with a podium finish and solid 3rd placing in 
the U16 Girls division on Sunday. Race 3 is in September.   
 

For some it’s semis and finals time.          

Exciting, but unnerving as well.  Details 

of these events will feature further in 

the newsletter. Good luck to all teams, 

but as some say. 

“Good Luck is the result of 

good planning”. 

 

 



Basketball: 
Senior Boys: 
Great couple of weeks for the Senior Boys Basketball Team with two convincing wins in the CCBA 
competition and a narrow loss in the sports exchange with Stratford High School. 
First win was an on the road game to Taumarunui. The boys were never really in trouble, but did take 
some time to gain a winning attitude. Taumarunui struggled throughout and the boys didn't seem to 
want to belittle them - a commendable attitude when at one stage we were winning by more than 30 
points. Final score 56-34. 
Monday just gone saw the boys beat Cambridge Blue 56-39 in another game that took them a while to 
realise they needed to kick up a gear. That win sees them leading the competition with 4 games to go 
- watch this space for finals info. 
The Sports exchange was a great and exciting game with plenty of supporters. Unfortunately, the boys 
gave Stratford a 14 point buffer in the first quarter which proved to be insurmountable going down 59-
52. Big thanks to the refs, Ernest Montgomery and Kane Wharepouri as well as the score bench Don-
na Hemara and Tanchia Pitts-Brown and also to our "ring in player" Peta Pitts Brown. 
Most improved player over the three games has been Kalani Hepi with Tira Porima our top points 
scorer to date. Hami McDonald captaining the team well. Unfortunately, we’ll be down to 6 players for 
the next few weeks due to injuries to Phillip Steele, and Tangataware Neha, but the other boys are ca-
pable and fit enough to carry on. Coach Eddie Neha 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Netball: 

College A 

With only two weeks of netball left at the local 
centre, College A have had to contend with a 
number of injuries and absences during the 
season which has meant players have had to 
be versatile and play in a range of positions.  
We have our last game in the competition 
round on Saturday against RWS United.  
Last Thursday we had a strong game against 
Stratford High School and to lose by one goal 
was disappointing.  We do not often get the 
opportunity to play different secondary school A teams so we enjoyed this exchange and look forward 
to our rematch next year in Stratford.   

Our focus now turns to preparing and being ready for Upper North Island Secondary Schools Netball 
Tournament in Hamilton in the first week in September.  Ten games of netball in five days is a                      
gruelling task.  To prepare for tournament we have planned games against other schools in our area 
who are also needing to prepare for tournament.   Lauran Robinson—College A Coach 

College Jnr Development 

It’s do or die for Junior Development when they come up against OSC in the Semi Finals this                  
Saturday.  Finishing in 3

rd
 position, after a closely fought game against Kio Kio Sports Club, the team 

are pumped and ready to go. 
On court the team has speed, versatility with playing positions and accuracy of shots, but the semi will 
come down to who is the toughest on court and which team wants the win the most. 
Support for Junior Development has being fantastic, however for this Saturday’s game the team will 
need as many College supporters as possible, so that all OSC can hear is the crowd cheering for Col-
lege. 
Dedication by a core group of players this season has seen the team grow together as a unit and the 
level of netball played is of an excellent level.  Team camaraderie is of a high standard, and everyone 
in the team and management have a wonderful understanding of each other.  The team is a tight unit 
which has gelled from the many learning experiences we have all had together. 
I would like to commend the way in which the Junior Development team models appropriate sports-
manship on and off the court.  I would also like to thank all those in the team for their contributions to 
the team, their College and the Centre.   
Finally, to Debbie, Louise, Colleen and Vianni, your dedication and support for the girls and myself is 
beyond measure.  Thank you Managers, Umpire and Co- Coach.  Last but not least, to the 10 wonder-
ful girls who have made up Junior Development this season, you are all amazing and I wish you the 
best for your netball careers in 2016 and encourage you all to set high goals with your netball careers.   
Let’s win on Saturday!!!  Dorothy Carr—Junior Development Coach 
 
College Hostel 
This team is playing in the semi-finals on Saturday against  College Maroon with the winner going 
through to the C Grade Final on Saturday 15th August.  It has been pleasing to see these girls com-
mitted to travelling in on Saturday mornings for their games and thanks to the College Hostel for ac-
commodating these girls.   
College Senior 
This team is playing a semi-final against Kio Kio United with the winning team moving through to the 
final of the A Reserve Grade.  Good luck girls for your game. 
College Maroon 
The team are playing College Hostel in the semi final of the C Grade.  The winner will move to the Fi-
nal of this grade.  Good luck girls for this game and thanks for your commitment during the season.   
College Gold 
This team have struggled to field a team during the season due to players leaving, however, they have  
kept their spirits up and have battled on.  Thanks to you all for taking your commitment to this team 
seriously.   



Rugby: 

U14 

With only 3 games played since the last report the team have been able to maintain second place          
position on the table albeit with a 1 win 2 loss records. With 1 game remaining in the round a win 
against lowly placed Hillcrest would insure a home semi-final the following week (17/08/15). 
Players maintaining consistent performance over the last 3 games include Dylan Toa, Tarryn Tata and 
Taurahere Trent. Shout out to Josh Hunt who continues to improve out of sight in his first year of             
rugby. 
On another note, one of our players suffered a serious injury on Saturday requiring hospital treatment. 
Would like to make special thanks to Deb Pilkington and Angela (Callens Mum) for their assistance 
during this time. Also to Josh Cashell and Harry Anglesey who hung around in cold and wet weather 
after their game of soccer to help in any way they could………..Thanks for that. Nathan Pye 

 

Under 15 – Home Final 
The Under 15 rugby team have the opportunity to defend the title this Saturday that they won last 
year. 
Finishing on top of the table with a six win one loss, the boys were able to host a semi-final against 
HBHS U15 White last Saturday.  Coming up against a much bigger forward pack the boys were under 
pressure early with HBHS dominating possession. For the first 20 minutes we hardly got out of the 22, 
but time and time again our boys stood up to make the tackles that mattered. Leading the way with 
this was Zhyon Taukiri with outstanding one on one defence from a number of five metre 
scrums.  Conceding only three points from a penalty during this time gave the boys belief and when 
the opportunity came to pick up the pace of the game Alec Pareanga was able to score which was 
converted by Dallas Maguire. A further penalty from Dallas gave Ōtorohanga a 10-3 half time lead.   
The pace was picked up in the second half with Boys High big boys struggling to keep pace with our 
boys. Philip Steele scored a 80 metre try from a Boys High mistake, followed by another try from Alec 
with both tries converted. With a late penalty from Dallas sealing the 27 - 3 win. Mr Mudge (Coach) 
 
First XV: 
The 1st XV returned from the holidays to travel away to Putaruru. There were concerns from the 
coaches that the two weeks off would have an affect on fitness levels, however a focussed and deter-
mined warm up hinted that our College side were ready to go. As soon as the whistle went we were 
into our work. Kalani Hepi and Tira Porima had big games in the forwards by having a high work rate 
in both attack and defence. Brad Ostern opened the scoring after a string of good forward play and 
that was followed by Porima’s first try of the season. This gave our boys some momentum as we con-
tinued to have one of our best halves in the season. Tremont Rhind-Williams was the back line gen-
eral sparking many scoring opportunities to the always reliable Kiso Eti and Josh Kenny. In the second 
half Putaruru bounced back and stemmed the flow of points, but the damage was already done. Ōto-
rohanga College running out eventual winners 59-0. Mr Parsons 
 
Sports exchange vs Stratford. 
This was to be a huge game. Beautiful weather greeted us and just before kick off we were told that if 
we win this game we win the exchange. Spine tingling hakas from both teams set the scene for what 
was to be an epic encounter. We knew this would be a real test playing a Division One team from a 
strong Taranaki Competition and this game did not disappoint the biggest crowd of the season that we 
have had. We had a nervous start with Stratford scoring early as our normally reliable backline de-
fence made a crucial error of drifting in. We soon hit back when Kiso Eti pounced on a loose ball and 
accelerated 30 metres to score. Liam Fox converted to get us back even. The lead then swapped 
back and forwards as both teams battled for control. Ōtorohanga turned around with the wind in the 
second half and tried to execute a game plan of territory and pressure. Unfortunately, as players be-
gan to tire, moving up on defence and numbering up became difficult and Stratford exploited this to 
score two quick tries. Ōtorohanga were not to give up yet. Kiso Eti scored again and Jacob Tainui also 
scored to bring the game within one point. Phil Lord had a big game and Junior Terepita tried to in-
spire the tired pack with some storming runs. Stratford were able to hold off the final strikes to win the 
game by a solitary point 27-26.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 10 Outdoor opportunities 
We are very lucky to be able offer two extremely exciting opportunities to our Year 10 students this 
year.  All Year 10 students have been emailed the details of each adventure to share with their               
whānau. 
 
Hillary Outdoors - a five day trip down to Tongariro National Park Hillary Outdoors Centre to take part 
in a range of outdoor activities. 
  
Spirit of Adventure - a five day voyage on a ship departing from 
Auckland in November.  
We are still taking nominations so see Mrs Pitts-Brown to put 
your name down or for more information.  
 



Soccer: 
This month we have voted Ngaere Ward as our JUMP player of the month. 
Throughout the season we have been thru some highs (bus trip bonding) and lows (Dorothy, Yellow 
Carded), good/bad field calls by referees and had to listen to some shocking language by other teams. 
We have definitely improved our ball skills 
throughout the games especially since some 
of us only started playing for the first time this 
year. Can now do 10 on the HACKY as a 
team.  We have improved so much that we 
have had excellent ball possession on the 
field, but we still have to work on finishing it 
off.  We have become good friends and have 
made some new enemies/friends on the other 
teams.  We can definitely see us improving 
during the rest of the season with a few more 
trainings on specifics setting us up for a good 
season next year. 
We have identified we need to communicate 
more and not bunch up on the field and this 
will improve our game immensely.  We would like to thank our Coach/Manager for helping us so far 
thru the season in identifying issues and helping us work thru them. 
Our highlight this month was our road trip to Whitianga to play Mercury Bay Jnr Girls where we 
won.  This also involved a stop and a great play time on the beach, although it was a very long day. 
written by the JNR Girls Soccer after their Thames sugar high. 
 
  
Junior Boys: 
The junior boys have entered the season’s competition under the guidance of both coach John Varga 
and manager Renee Wylie. This year we have welcomed a new group of Year 9's to the 
team including the addition of Connor Brownlee. Connor has never played soccer before and as the 
season has progressed he has grown with confidence. All the boys are strongly supported by 
our existing players from last year under the leadership & captaincy of Andrew Long. 
It hasn't been an easy road for the Junior Boys. The 1st of June change over approached fast and            
before we knew it we were saying goodbye to team mates.  Since then the boys have been playing 
with the bare minimum and on many occasions without any subs. Last week we also took another 
blow to the team when we lost one of our key players Harry Sheehy. Harry is out for the rest of the 
season due to injury however it was not going to stop him from supporting his team mates on the 
weekend. His enthusiasm earned him a job for the day which was to pick player of the day.  Player of 
the day was based on the 3 Honours.  Honour Yourself, Honour Others & Honour The Environ-
ment.  Congratulations to Shivaan Naidu who won a certificate and a special voucher to Jump in Ham-
ilton. A special thanks also to Cooper Petch & Cooper Fortis for filling in at such short notice.                   
Mrs Wylie 



top Checking Facebook Before Bed. Source: Athlete  Development News, 

19 June 2015  

 

Sleep. How important is it? Are you getting enough and is 

it good quality?  Do you schedule it into your weekly train-

ing plan? 

Most youth athletes don’t sleep enough, yet it’s crucially 

important to their success. A recent study highlighted 5 

key ways that sleep loss will negatively influence your     

performance. 

 

1. Decreased recovery. A reduction in sleep quality and quantity can upset the way your body’s growth 

hormones are released during the phases of deep sleep, slowing the regeneration of muscle tissue. 

 2. Increased injury risk. Athletes who spend less than 8 hours of sleeping at night are 1.7 times more 

likely to get injured. 

 3. More sickness. Sleep loss can break down your immune system making you more susceptible to 

the common cold, which usually means time off training. 

 4. Slower thinking. The ability of your brain to make quick and accurate decisions is significantly re-

duced when you are tired. 

 5. Slower learning. Sufficient sleep following technical training sessions will increase your ability to 

pick up new skills faster. 

  

Given that sleep is so important, here is a helpful checklist to make sure are getting enough of it. 

Keep a regular schedule as often as possible. Syncing you body’s natural sleep-wake cycle is 

one of the most important strategies for achieving a good sleep. 

Turn off your smartphone and tablet at least 60 minutes before bedtime. Light from mobile devic-

es can delay or even stop the production of melatonin, a hormone produced by your body at 

night that plays the key role in helping you sleep. 

Avoid eating high fat foods as they can reduce total sleep time. On the other hand, diets high in 

protein will increase your sleep quality. A warm glass of milk an hour or so before bed is a 

great idea. 

Avoid drinking too much liquid in the evening. Being overly hydrated may disturb your sleep as a 

result of waking up several times to pee. 

Reference: 

Fullagar, H. H, Skorski, S., Duffield, R., Hammes, D., Coutts, AJ., & Meyer T. (2015). Sleep and                

athletic performance: the effects of sleep loss on exercise performance, and physiological and                    

cognitive responses to exercise. Sports Medicine, 45(3), 161-186.                                                                               

Retrieved from http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25315456 

 

 

 

Ōtorohanga NZ Pizza Player of the Month nominations:  

Thanks to Amit Rathod manager of Ōtorohanga NZ Pizza, 

we were able to increase the number of vouchers given to 

the nominated players.  Congratulations to Jaylin Driver, Jo-

seph Waitere, Te Aoturoa Armstrong-Nield, Te Oru Te Huia, 

Briar Hall, Keely Hughes, Tori van der Heyden, Mallory Fra-

ser and Kaylee Driver.  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25315456


 



 


