
 

         Term 3 Week 6 

Friday 28th August 

 

 

PRACTICE EXAMS 

 

Senior students were on study leave from Thursday 20th to Wednesday 26th August to study and        

prepare for their practice exams.  For Year 11 students this was their first experience of being in the 

hall with full expectations of what they will have to do in their NCEA exams in November.   Having a 

three hour time slot seemed daunting for some students, however, many of them realised they needed 

this time to complete the papers they were sitting.   

Students are now eagerly awaiting their results and feedback from their teachers so they can plan their 

revision programme to improve their results in November.   

 



 Ko te  manu kai i te miro nōna te ngahere. Ko 
te manu kai i te mātauranga nōna te ao". 
Tēnā koutou ngā manu kai mātauranga. The 
bird that eats the fruit of the Miro tree is destined 
to the bounds of the great forest. The bird who 
eats off the tree of knowledge’s destiny is 
boundless/limitless. Greetings to you, “Seekers 
Of Knowledge.” 

Term Three, with Week Six now completed 
means there are only twenty more school days 
left of this term. To all our tauira/students, our 
seniors in particular, this remains the time to pick 
up the pace of study and achievement. Your   
future, after your schooling days have concluded 
is now only 38 days away. Use these last few 
days wisely, focus on the goals you set for         
yourselves and commit to completing your         
secondary school years with success and a real 
sense of accomplishment in all your endeavours. 
Life moves on quickly, and your decisions of          
today certainly will impact on what you are doing 
in a year’s time. Remember two of our College’s 
behaviour intentions, Honour Others and Honour 
Yourself, Me Whaimana te Iwi,  Me whaimana te 
Tangata, remind us to do well and give of our 
best always as this is how we honour our              
whaanau/family and friends and in turn we              
honour ourselves as young people about to join 
the adult world, with our commitment to service 
and excellence. 

The Ōtorohanga College’s Annual Ball held 
three weeks ago was once again a wonderful 
success. Our taiohi/young people looked superb 
and our pride for and of them was equally                
reflected in their faces which showed the pride 
they had in themselves. The behaviour was                    
exceptional and the inclusive and kind                            
behaviours towards all, impressed all who            
observed it. As usual our staff turned out in large 
numbers to support our young ones on their big 
night with twenty-five of our staff in attendance, 
over 70%. Thank you to you all for being there 
on the night to celebrate and support our young 
ones to have a most memorable night. 

 An extra special thank you is made here to Mrs 
Karen Flay who as usual, is the behind the 
scenes maestro responsible for this magnificent-
ly planned and delivered ball. As staff of the  
College, we made one request on the night to 
our students, “… allow us, the teaching staff to 
attend as adults and not as teachers…” and our 
request was granted. We can feel assured that 
we the adults, and our community are in good 

hands in years to come because these           
wonderful young people are our future.  We can 
be rightfully proud of them all. A special 
acknowledgement is also made here to the staff 
and wider whaanau who turned on a wonderful 
celebratory pre-ball dinner at the Hostel for our 
boarders. A delightful addition and a special 
touch to this memorable night. To you all who 
helped in any way with our Annual Ball, thank 
you. To our students who attended, ngaa mihi 
nui, you did us, your whaanau and yourselves 
proud indeed.      

Senior Assessment week has just ended, and 
we say “well done” to our students for being 
committed and fully involved in both examina-
tions and the range of other assessment tasks 
on offer. It is a hard yet important week as it is a 
time for all learners to begin to fine-tune their 
study processes and also to complete internal 
assessments. To observe the hall filled with 
desks and nervous students, and of course the 
lone, time-keeping piece (our College white 
clock hanging on the front wall) certainly reminds 
most of us of the pressures and late nights that 
this time of year creates or created for us all. 
NCEA examinations start as usual in early             
November so these exams and assessments 
are important to give our learners a sense of 
what lies ahead for them. Teachers are now 
busy marking so please if you are wanting to talk 
with your child’s teacher(s) before the formal  
interviews in a few weeks, feel free to ring the 
Office and make contact with their Dean in the 
first instance.  

Last week, as part of assessment week, senior 
PE and Health students travelled to the annual, 
national “Tough Guy Tough Gal” event in              
Rotorua. Traditionally, in the five years we have 
been participating, our College has done well in 
this competition and this year we had 4 staff          
finish in top 10 positions and a number of our 
students also did very well. The full lists and            
report on the event are elsewhere in this              
newsletter. The student of note this year was 
Ted Holmes who won the national event in the 
U16 competition. A fantastic effort and result 
Ted, our congratulations to you, ngaa mihi nui ki 
a koe. Six kilometre and twelve kilometre events 
offered the prospect of the water trails, net climb, 
crawling under barbed wire obstacles, swamp 
crossings, native bush trail, wobbly water bridge, 
open paddock running, hurdles, wire rope bridge 
and tunnels! To all our competitors, staff and 
students, we are proud of your resolve,  

 



 commitment and your willingness to face and 
complete the challenge.  That perhaps is the 
recipe to successful living; identify then face 
your challenge and always do it to the best of 
your ability on the day. 

Amongst all of these happenings we have many 
students completing important Gateway         
programme and Senior Skills Academy assess-
ments for Farming and Primary Industries and 
others seeking their completion of work based 
learning commitments in Vocational Pathways . 
We have completed successfully the CANTRAIN 
chainsaw and all-road terrain and farm bike 
courses, both theory and practical. This is a 
busy time indeed for the College whānau. 

Our many sports teams have secured some very 
impressive successes in their Saturday and      
mid-week competitions this year. We have had 
17 sports teams competing during winter, which 
for a College of our size is impressive.  As with 
other stories I have touched on, details of our 
results are to be found elsewhere in this               
newsletter, however, I do need to share the 
highlights here. This season, our College teams 
have made 7 finals, becoming Champions in 
their divisions in a number of codes. Well done 
to you all. 

So what lies behind our extra-ordinary success-
es in sport this season as a small rural College, 
located a long way from many of the big            
impressive training centres? I am picking it is the 
result of a number of factors. Some due to the 
commitment of so many of our young people 
who want to play and to grow through sporting 
endeavours. Two other factors are the commit-
ment of many of our staff to willingly give of their 
own time to coach and manage and to you, our 
wonderful parent and whaanau body who are 
there at every game, either on the sideline       
supporting and encouraging our/your young 
ones, or coaching and managing one of the 
teams. Another significant change over these 
last few years is the establishment of, and now 
mentoring and support by the College’s Sports 
Committee who meet monthly and have put a 
large amount of energy, time and money into the 
College sports teams. A huge mihi of thanks and 
gratitude to you all. 

However, our ‘wow’ factor resulting in sport          
riding this wave of excellence I believe is Mrs 
Tanchia Pitts-Brown who as the College’s Sports 
Coordinator, is the person who drives sport and 
supports the players and staff constantly and 
positively. Tanchia, thank you for all that you do. 
You are a taonga for our College and the              

massive turnouts now for sport are so reflective 
of you and your professional attitudes and deter-
mination to make sport part of all our young         
people’s lives. Ngaa mihi nui ki a koe te                 
Rangatira; you are the symbol of all that is good 
in sport within our kura.  

This year Ōtorohanga Colleges Hostel once 
again sent a team of twelve student helpers to 
the Koroneihana celebrations; this year it was 
nine boys and three girls ranging across Years 
9, 10 and 11. This service inevitably meant long 
hours, sore legs and very little sleep. At the end 
of the week these young returned home knowing 
they are fortunate to have served at the                 
Koroneihana and to have memories and              
experiences to share. It is heart warming to note 
that our taiohi were able to work alongside               
students from Te Wharekura o Maniāpoto and 
together work to represent their Iwi. A special 
thanks goes to Matua Roy Willison, the Boarding 
Director of Falloon House Hostel, for arranging 
this experience and taking care of the students 
while they were away at Turangawaewae. We 
are proud that our students can be involved in 
the tautoko of such an event which is around 
Maniāpototanga and allows our school to                
support the Education Strategy of Ngāti 
Maniāpoto in such a tangible way. We look                 
forward to our involvement continuing in the 
years to come. Ngā mihi ki a koutou mo tenei 
mahi tautoko. 
 
The National Secondary Schools Sports       
Tournament is to be held next week and our 
myriad of teams will be leaving the College this 
Sunday for their various destinations. This week 
has been planned over many months and I wish 
to acknowledge here the families, the students 
and the staff for all the hard and consistent            
efforts which they have put in to raise funds to 
get these teams away. Well done to you all.  
 
This year we have teams travelling to Hamilton 
(Girls Netball), Auckland (Girls Soccer), Napier 
(Boys Soccer), Rotorua (Girls Hockey) and 
Whanganui (Boys Hockey). Such an event while 
most exciting and incredibly rich in experience 
places a huge stress on the resources of our 
College. Most teams travelling have up to two 
staff attached to them and this means that even 
with extra relievers paid to take their classes, all 
staff remaining here at the College during the 
week must double up classes and take extra  
responsibilities so that the travelling staff can go. 
Such a week also puts extra stress on the staff 
travelling as they are now responsible  



 for their teams for five or six days and nights. 
Students too face a multitude of changes in this 
week so we thank everyone ahead of time for 
patience and understanding. 
 
I take this opportunity to wish all members of our 
travelling teams well and wish them safe                
journeys to and from their venues. I am                     
privileged to be able to visit some teams while 
they are away this year as every two years the 
Senior Management Team within the College 
cover for me so I can give my support first hand 
to our players and staff at their respective                 
venues. I have a very busy and I know most             
enjoyable three days away next week. It gives 
me a great sense of pride when I arrive at a 
playing field or court in an away town or city and 
see the maroon and gold [our College colours] 
being worn by our students. Play hard and fair 
Ōtorohanga College players, be the great                 
ambassadors for our College which you always 
are.  
 
I have a number of other news items to share 
here briefly before I close. We have a number of 
students who are now busy applying for               
scholarships as they prepare for university and 
other tertiary study adventures. Please help 
them with this task or redirect them back to us 
here at the College to help if needed. There is a 
Year 10 Careers Day coming in a couple of 
weeks organised in conjunction with the local 
District Development Board with a focus on              
Vocational Pathways and what our local                   
community has to offer. The short listing for the 
position of Deputy Principal Human Resources 

is now well underway and we anticipate the                 
appointment will be completed by the end of this 
term. It is very gratifying to see such an strong 
and indeed impressive field of applicants wishing 
to work within the management of our College. 
The Head Boy and Head Girl for 2016 have now 
been chosen and the selection of other Student 
Leaders is now underway; the full process will 
be completed within the next four weeks. NZQA 
fees are due next Monday 31

st
 August, it is                

essential that these are paid as students cannot 
receive confirmation of their credits without             
paying the fees. Should any family require help 
to manage the financial commitment please         
contact the school Office to receive information 
concerning the financial support options.                       
Invoices for outstanding student course costs 
were sent home three weeks ago with the previ-
ous newsletter. Thank you to all those who have          
already paid these and we ask if you have not 
yet done so that you please give this matter your 
attention. I thank you in advance for doing this.  

E noho mārie/ in peace I leave you 

 

 

 

 

 

Tīmoti Harris 
Tumuaki/Principal 
Ōtorohanga College 

 

 

 

Senior Prizegiving  

Our Senior Prizegiving will occur on Wednesday 4th November from 7.00 pm in the College Hall.   

At this celebration we acknowledge and celebrate success and excellence across all aspects of 

College life including sporting achievements, leadership, cultural and academic. This year’s guest 

speaker is Mr Gavin Hockly, Deputy Principal Human Resources, who sadly leaves the College at 

the end of Term Four. 

The evening will include the presentation of the Trades Trophy, Hurley Cup, Cultural Personality 

Of The Year and Sports Personalities Of The Year.  The culmination of the evening is the 

presentation of the Proxime Accessit and Dux. 

All Year 11 to 13 students are expected to attend in correct uniform including Number 1s for 

Senior Leaders.  Students from Years 9 and 10, parents, friends and supporters are warmly               

welcomed. 



Week 7 Monday 31st August 

 

Tuesday 1st—4th September 

Tournament Week begins 

NZQA Fees due 

Tournament Week—Netball, Girls Soccer, Boys 

Soccer, Girls Hockey, Boys Hockey 

Week 8 Tuesday 8th September 

 

Wednesday 9th September 

Thursday 10th September 

Friday 11st September 

Saturday 12th September 

Yr 10 Careers Day—District Development Board 

Auckland University Enrolment Visit 

Massey University Enrolment Visit 

Wintec Enrolment Visit 

Waikato University Enrolment Visit 

Annual 5 a side Soccer Tournament in Hamilton 

Week 9 Wednesday 16th September 

Thursday 17th September 

Saturday 19th September 

Otago University Enrolment Visit 

BOT Meeting 

William Clark (Australia) Exchange Games—

Netball and Rugby—Times to be confirmed  

Week 10 Tuesday 22nd September 

Thursday 24th September 

Friday 25th September 

 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 4-6.30 p.m. 

King Country Touch 

End of Term Three 

Newsletter #9 

COLLEGE COOKBOOK 
As part of a fund-raising effort for Ōtorohanga College, we are putting together a collec-
tion of recipes to publish into a cook book. A group of people with links to the school 
and community are being asked to contribute. We aim to have this published in time to 
coincide with the February 2016 celebration of 60 years. 

We would really value your personal contribution to our book in the form of a favourite 
recipe and a few words about why it is a favourite. 

To make this process easy for you, there are a couple of different ways you can submit 
your recipe. 

Email: garvinj@otocoll.school.nz  

Please include cook book in the subject line. 

Fax: 07 873 7414 

Attention: Jacqui Garvin 

Hard copy posted or handed to: Ōtorohanga College, Bledisloe Avenue, Ōtorohanga 
3900 

  Attention: Jacqui Garvin 

We would greatly appreciate your recipe submission by the 21
st
 September 2015.  

mailto:garvinj@otocoll.school.nz


 
PARENT / TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Tuesday 22
nd

 September 

You are warmly welcome to attend the parent / teacher interviews from 

4.00pm to 6.30pm in the College Hall. Interview bookings can be made 

online at www.schoolinterviews.co.nz  - using the school code 2KG5K - 

or by phoning the College Office on 873 8029. 

 

 

 

 

Hello there, I am Jean McKenzie of MathZwise                              

Te Awamutu.  Exciting news - Ken Drummond has 

agreed to provide Tutoring in the Otorohanga area.   

               We are thrilled to have such a high standard of Tutor available in the area. 

MathZwise - maths tutoring.  Contact Ken Drummond for maths tutoring.                          
Ph 07 873  8492 or Jean McKenzie 0211335161. 



Thanks to Chris Lord for his ongoing support 

with our awesome website.   

 

 
PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 
TO FARMERS AND BUSINESSES 

 
07 873 7325 Otorohanga 

FREEPHONE:  0800 482 928  

info@baileyingham.co.nz 

  

Thanks to Lauran Robinson for her support with             

photographing events to be used for our newsletter 

and a range of other news media. 

 Greg Smith                                      
SALES MANAGER 
greg@patprescott.co.nzT:     
07 873 8522                                    
M:   027 439 8185 

Prescott Toyota                                 
152 Maniapoto Street                     
Otorohanga 3900                
www.prescott.toyota.co.nz 

Thanks to OTL for the support they have given to pick up 

the calves donated by our generous farmers for                       

our calf scheme. 



 

 

NCEA FEES 
2015 NCEA Qualifications 

 
There is a standard annual fee which students must pay to have their results recorded on 
their Record Of Achievement and for the awarding of qualifications.  Candidates who do not 
pay fees are not eligible to: 

 have results transferred to their Record Of Achievement, which only indicates the 
results for which payment has been received 

 have NCEAs or other National Certificates or UE awarded, because unpaid results 
are not on the Record Of Achievement 

The fee is collected by the College and forwarded to NZQA.   Fees are due by Monday 31st 
August 2015.  If the fee is not paid by this date a candidate will have to pay NZQA directly 
using the School Candidate Form – Payment Of NZQA Fees.  You can get this form from 
Mrs Kurth.  After the 1st December, NZQA will add a $50.00 late fee. 

 
How Much Does It Cost? 

The following fee structure applies for 2015 (GST inclusive):  

  Entry for all NCEA standards                           $76.70 

Entry for each New Zealand Scholarship Subject                         $30.00 

 
Can I Get Help To Pay? 

To be eligible to apply for financial assistance you must be the fee payer and able to meet at 
least one of the following criteria:  

 Be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit (benefit-based applications). 
 

 Have a joint family income that would entitle the applicant to receive a Community 
Services Card from Work and Income (income-based applications).  

 

 Be a fee payer with two or more children who are candidates irrespective of family 
income, where the total fees you would have to pay would otherwise be more than 
the $200 multiple candidate maximum. 

 

How Do I Get Help To Pay? 
To get financial assistance you have to fill in a Financial Assistance form and hand it in to 
the College Office.  You can get this form from the Office or Mrs Kurth. 

 
FEES ARE DUE BY MONDAY 31ST August 

 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the College. 

 
Lyndsay Kurth 
Deputy Principal, Learning 
 
 

 



Welcome to our current instalment of                                                     

“Introducing The  Key People Of Ōtorohanga College.” 

Ms Poa, Mrs Wylie and Ms 

Bublitz 
In this edition we introduce you to our 
two regular “front of school” staff, the key 
people who will greet you, meet you and 
furnish you with information when you 
make contact with our school by phone 
or in person .  Occasionally you will meet 
other staff, however these two                    
well-connected community members are 
the regular “go to” people fronting our 
school.  Additionally our Director of the 
Reading, Research and Resource Centre 
(Library) will introduce herself. 
 
Principal’s Personal Assistant (back 
right) 
Ms Moe Poa works closely with our          
Principal  and will be the person who will 
help to ensure that the appropriate            
Senior Manager, Dean, Head of Faculty 
or Teacher is contacted when approached by families and/or students. One of Ms Poa’s main roles is to ensure 
that the Principal’s appointments are kept to plan to enable him to meet his busy schedule. She also oversees 
the running of the Front Office as well as providing Senior Managers and the Finance Secretary with some              
administrative support when her time permits. Ms Poa is often the person who will meet visitors who come for 
appointments with the Principal or other senior staff members. 
 
Office Administrator (Sitting) 
Mrs Renee Wylie is the face behind the voice you hear when you phone into our College Office.  Like Ms Poa, 
Mrs Wylie is an ex-pupil and parent at the school as well as a staff member.  Mrs Wylie’s comprehensive               
community knowledge and willingness to help are renowned. She also supports the Finance Secretary with             
administrative support on occasion. Additionally Mrs Wylie is the person who often has the most up-to-date        
information should you require an update regarding school trips, fees owing, bell times or other such details.  
 
Director of the Reading, Research and Resource Centre (Library) (Left) 
Maree is our multi-coloured, multi-talented Reading Research Resource Centre coordinator. Part librarian, part 
computer geek she is willing to help all who enter the sanctuary of her library.  Like a colourful jungle parrot she 
cheerfully flits from one task to another, a blur of colour and energy. But don’t let Maree’s speed, agility and 
brightness mislead you as to the determination of her intent. When something needs to be done, it will be done, 
and well. 
  
Maree has a true passion for books and reading, which she has carried through her whole life, and which she 
loves to pass on to others, having the knack for finding the right book, in the right moment, for the right student. 
Maree is a professionally qualified librarian, and was a highly regarded community Library Manager for                
Auckland City Council, before relinquishing that career path to support her husband and family, which eventual-
ly brought her to Ōtorohanga in 1999. This background has given her an outstanding level of competence; she 
is always looking for opportunities to do that little bit more.  Maree’s approach to her job is based on pride in 
what she does, and an absolute commitment to doing her very best. Maree supports our staff in exactly the 
same way she does our students. Unbeknownst to many she also is our go-to person for daily ICT tricks and 
trauma prevention. Outside of work Maree’s passions reflect the same characteristics we see at  school; she 
enjoys the challenge of creating complex and intricately detailed colourful quilts and other craftworks; she has a 
loving tolerance of a slow-witted but eager Cocker Spaniel and a matching family, and takes pleasure in                  
reading, cooking and travelling, and being busy. 
 
Over the next few newsletters we will continue to feature more of these esteemed people who contribute vital 
skills and energy to our College and we thank you most sincerely for all that they do for students, staff and our 
wider school family. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou 



Reading Rewards 

Õtorohanga College Library has been running the Reading 

Rewards Programme for the past year. 

 

All students are automatically enrolled and are rewarded 

for the total number of books they read for pleasure         

during their time at our kura. The five categories for read-

ing achievement are: 

Pewter: 10 books 

Bronze: 30 Books 

Silver:   50 Books 

Gold:     75 Books 

Platinum: 100 books including classics 
 

Congratulations to the following students who were presented with their Certificates and  rewards at our 

assembly recently. 

Pewter certificates were awarded to: Jacinda Baker-Singh, David Bond, Ashlee Hawkes-Board, Sateva 

Hennessey, Lindsey Houston, Dallas Maguire, Gypsy Pattie, Kate Russell, Chloe Smith, Laurissa Venter,           

Mi-Claire Venter. 

A Bronze certificate was presented to Samantha Coles. 

Silver certificates were presented to:  Tamsin Underwood and Ngaere Ward. 

Gold certificates were presented to Ruth Connolly and Breanna Edwards. 

Congratulations to all these students. 

Õtorohanga College Library 
Presents 

A movie and popcorn 

The library will be showing movies at lunchtime.                             

Each week a different film will be screened.  

Popcorn is available at $1.00 a cup.  

Profits from the sale of the popcorn will be spent on the 

reading rewards programme and on  

Whaea Mariana’s whanau trip. 



CRYSTAL PALACE 
BALL 

Arguably one of the most talked about nights in the 
district had arrived. On Friday the 7th of August, Year 
12 and 13 students from Ōtorohanga College             
attended their ‘Crystal Palace’ Ball. The weather was 
unpredictable with rain all week, most were fortunate 
enough to miss the showers. Preparation started early 
for most girls, whereas the boys were able to relax 
and get ready in the hour before. The doors opened 
between 7.30 and 8.00 p.m for people to arrive.  A 
range of classic and unique cars provided transport 
and entertainment at the drop off point at the front of 
the school. The public eagerly gathered around the 
entrance as the first couple arrived to walk down the 
catwalk, with Emcee Mr Leighton Parsons with help 
from Year 13 Dean Mrs Stacey Eggers, be                    
photographed by Mr Grey and to later be welcomed 
by the College Senior Management Team, the Year 
12 Dean and Head Boy and Head Girl before entering 
the Hall.  
 
As you walk in you are instantly amazed at the hard 
work put into transforming the hall into a Crystal               
Palace. The chandelier placed in the centre of the hall 
was an eye catcher, being tied together with fairy 
lights and with an amazing castle backdrop taking up 
almost the entire front wall of the Hall. DJL8’s kept the 
atmosphere electric with the music, which kept                     
everyone on the dance floor throughout the night. 
Thanks to Alan and Nita Stock, we were prepared af-
ter a number of lunch time practices of the waltz, the 
clap clap and a few other dance numbers when the 
time came to dance them. Everyone joined in when 
they could, showing off what they had learnt from 
practices, teaching those who couldn’t, laughing and 
enjoying the moment. Beverages were served all 
through the night, giving a moment for everyone to 
take a break and have a breather. Everyone lined up, 
waiting for their chance to have their photo taken by 
Lauran Robinson (Lauran’s Images) along with Mr 
Grey. She was kind enough to come that night to be 
our photographer, capturing the excitement and       
memories to be made. Since most of our energy was 
put into our dancing, none of us complained when the 
delicious food, catered by Mrs Thomas, Mrs Russell, 
the College A Netball team and Parents came out for 
us all to indulge. When we were all refuelled and 
ready for the second half of the night, the music            
started up again to dance the night away.  
 

The time came for everyone to vote for King and 
Queen, Prince and Princess and the Best Dressed 
Male and Female. We all waited in anticipation as the 
votes were counted, finally revealing the Best 
Dressed for 2015 were Hami MacDonald and Alicia 
Kelly, who both looked amazing. Prince and Princess, 
who were picked from the Yr 12 cohort of students, 

were Josh Kenny and Anna Connolly, and King and 
Queen, from the Yr 13 cohort, were Drew Narbey-
Nimeti and Monique Hovind-Marx. All the winners 
looked stunning, and certainly deserved the titles for 
2015. Congratulations were shared to those who won 
as we all continued on for the remainder of the night.  
 

Spot prizes were given out to those who stood out on 
the dance floor throughout the night, being awarded 
to Heremaia Koroheke and his partner Jasmine Irwin 
for their beautiful waltz, Chey Willison, Matthew Lewis 
and Kaajal Sharma who all showed off their best 
moves.  
 

As the night came to an end, we all had our last 
dance together, taking the last few pictures and                      
saying good-bye to our friends. The music and                 
dancing gradually stopped, as we began collecting 
our shoes that had been kicked off, slowly making our 
way to the door, going our separate ways for the 
night. Some had an early morning start with winter 
sports while others toughed it out till the break of 
dawn. For the Yr 12s, it was their first ball at                    
Ōtorohanga College, and for the Yr 13s, it was our 
last. I personally had an amazing night with friends, 
enjoying every bit of it. To all those who attended, you 
looked incredibly stunning, and thank you for making 
it a night to remember.  
 
None of this would have been possible without the 
help of teachers, students and the support from the 
public. Lauran, thank you for the incredible photos, 
Val Glenn from Clever Events for the extraordinary 
set up of the hall, Mrs Flay for co-ordinating                    
everything and to everyone else who helped. It was a 
truly spectacular evening.  Even though it was my last 
Ball, I am glad to leave it on a high note, sharing it 
with those who I have grown up with.  
By Molly Crook 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 



GATEWAY 
Gateway Trades 

Tametame Neha has been painting up a storm at Boscos 
this year, with Scott Baker and his great team of                
tradesmen. He has enjoyed all of his time spent with             
Boscos on his very successful Gateway placement, and is 
quoted as saying: 

“It is such a good place to work because they are positive, 
friendly and helpful all the time.  Everyone is up for it, and 
likes to go hard.  I learnt heaps about brush work, paint 
spraying, and sanding.  You just kind of keep going         
because you get in the zone and time flies.  I would love to 
work there, and am kind of sorry that I won’t be in Oto,  but 
I have an apprenticeship as a builder sorted out in                  
Hamilton for next year, so that is all good”. 

Scott had offered Tametame a job with Boscos, and             
congratulated him on being a great worker, and getting on 
so well with everybody, which he pointed out as ultra-             
important in the trades.  Scott was also very enthusiastic 
about his pending apprenticeship in building. 

We know that you’ll do well Tom, and you have our con-
gratulations! 

Linda Campbell 

CAN TRAIN COURSE 
On Tuesday 11th of September and Wednesday the 12th of September the training group Can Train 
was again at our Kura. This time they were working with the Senior Skills Academy and Senior                
Pathways Students learning about chainsaw safety and the operation skills required to work on felled 
trees. The students also finishing off their 
motor bike hours required from the last 
course. Thank you to Donna Hemara and 
Ernest Montgomery for helping out for the 
two days and to Mike Smith for sorting out 
our wood so we could do our cutting at 
school. Can Train is an awesome organisa-
tion for our school to work with and they            
enjoy how hard working our students are.   



Falloon House—Kāinga Rua 

 

 

 

Isn’t this a most wonderful time of year, the shift from Winter into the gentler and most wondrous hues of 
autumn. Combine this with an ever lengthening day and yes summer surely is upon the horizon once again.  

Kia ora whanau of Ōtorohanga College. It is our pleasure to once again share some of the goings on in the 
Hostel these past few months, and my hasn’t it been busy! What with winter sport commitments,  kapa haka, 
volunteering at the annual Koroneihana at Turangawaewae Marae, speech competitions and many many 
more events it has been a whirlwind to say the least, if we are not careful the year will be gone before we 
know it.   

Rarotonga—Haunui Waka 

Firstly, we would like to take the opportunity to thank the BOT for graciously granting us leave so that we 
could accompany our two eldest children, Courtney Moana and John-Reid Tihirahi to Rarotonga where they 
were privileged to each gain a berth on the traditional Maaori twin hulled sailing canoe Haunui Waka.  They 
became a part of the crew who had the task of sailing Haunui from the beautiful warm climes of Rarotonga 
back to the much colder winter climes of Aotearoa. The voyage was estimated to take approximately 12 to 28 
days and as this article was being submitted we were receiving news that they would probably have docked, 
gone through customs , quarantine and stepped back ashore in Aotearoa by the time this goes to print.               
Excited is most certainly an adjective that comes to mind right now.  

We must also thank our staff - Mr & Mrs Fortis, Miss Sullivan, Matua Noel Reid, Aunty Kelly Hemara and spe-
cial thanks to Turia Carr & Aunty Jaimee Tamaki for taking care of our hostel babies in our absence. 

Haunui managed to inspire too our Principal Timoti Harris and his partner Lesleigh Henderson’s global tour 
mascot ‘KIA ORA’,  aka their youngest son, to join Haunui as a member of the crew for the sail back to                 
Aotearoa from Raro. How he came to be in Rarotonga is a story best told by him and his photo album so we 
look forward to hearing about his adventures on his return. 

 

 

 

KIA ORA with Courtney & Mama Liz 

KIA ORA - Practising his navigation skills 

Haunui departing the Avana Pass 

Rarotonga 

KIA ORA - the stowaway 



 

HOSTEL WINTER CODE ACTIVITIES 
            

Tahaaroa 
 Kapa Bball Rugby Netball Soccer Hockey Cricket Choir Xfit 

              Mahora 

Anthony Putaranui  √ √               

Chey Willison  √ √   √         √ 

Garth King-Bryers  √     √         √ 

Hinekura Willison  √     √         √ 

Kaia Raumati  √     √           

Kalani-James Hepi  √ √ √             

Khelli Willison  √   √ √         √ 

Leah Knight  √                 

Liam Cummins  √   √             

Mollie Willison  √ √ √ √           

Purua Pinker-King  √   √             

Reihana Chadwick  √   √             

Reuben King  √   √             

Taina King  √   √           √ 

Tarewa Pinker-King  √   √             

Te Aoturoa Armstrong-Nield √   √             

Te Oru Te Huia-Hoete √   √             

Tiegan Taukiri-TeUira √     √         √ 

Kawhia           

Aron Devenport  √   √             

Alec Pareanga  √   √             

Blake Pouwhare  √   √             

Cassidy King-Hayes  √     √           

Courtney Welch  √                 

Hinengakau Marsh  √     √       √   

Jacob Holmes  √   √             

Jake Marcroft  √       √   √     

Java Uerata  √                 

Jeremy Taukiri  √   √             

Kaahu Simon  √   √             

Kirikowhai Maihi-Scott √     √         √ 

Mistery Taukiri  √               √ 

Moana Davy-Tuteao  √               √ 

Morgan Porima  √   √             

√               √ Oceania Slade-Young  

Oceania TeUira  √               √ 

Reagan Simon  √   √             

Rhys Hayes  √               √ 

Shania Devenport  √     √         √ 



 

Seth Taylor  √   √             

Tangaroa Katipa  √   √             

Tazmyn Uerata  √     √         √ 

Ted Holmes  √   √             

TeKahuWhatarangi  √ √   √       √ √ 

Tira Porima  √ √ √             

Toni Tamainu  √ √ √           √ 

Tyson Conrad  √         √       

Zoe Henderson  √     √           

Zhyon Taukiri  √   √             

Other            

Andrew Wooten  √               √ 

Daytona Clark  √   √             

James Clark  √                 

Joseph Waitere  √     √           

Lucas Fredrickson  √     √           

Megan Park  √               √ 

Tharayne Paekau-Heke √       √       √ 

Jamie Southerwood  √       √         

Ethan Kite  √               √ 

Winter Codes  

This year the hostel has continued with it’s goal and drive to encourage, cajole and motivate 100% of  

Hostel residents to participate in any and or all extra curricular winter activities the college offered                              

including netball, soccer, hockey and rugby.  Whilst we were able to include kapa haka again as an all            

inclusive compulsory Hostel activity we were also very fortunate, through the efforts of ex-Ootorohanga 

College student Mahora Taute, to be able to offer X-fit as another alternative, especially for those who 

could not participate in the already offered activities.  

This year we are very pleased to be able to inform families that we achieved our goal and indeed had a 

100 % participation rate in extra curricular activities. We must acknowledge too, all those who have 

helped achieve our goal from Uncle Des and Aunty Jaimee Tamaki and their family in Kapa Haka to Aunty 

Yvonne, from  Mahora and her X-fit to aunty Caroline and Courtney in netball.  Congratulations to the 

Hostel netball team for fielding a team for the 2nd year running and especially on making their grades 

grand final this year, tino pai rawa. Well done everyone and long may it continue. 

 

Future goals are:                                                                                                                                                            

 to include a weekly board games night which will include chess, draughts amongst other board 

 games as well as some card games                                                                                                                                               

 to include an NCEA evening where students and parents will come together to plot their child’s        

 progress and to procure the services of staff to further develop these students progress.   



 

Hostel Pre Ball Dinner 

Once again our annual Hostel Pre-Ball Dinner was held at the Hostel in an effort to add to the already   

superb expectation, hype and atmosphere that each and every Ball so richly and rightly deserves. Unlike 

our previous two pre-Ball dinners we’ve hosted, this was to be the biggest by far with numbers at the   

formal dinner, well in excess of previous years, 24 to be exact, 26 had all students and their respective 

partners been able to be present. As we look forward to planning next years event we are both heartened 

and a little apprehensive in that we already have the largest number of Year 11’s the Hostel has ever 

known at 23, with 20 of those being boys, leaving us with the very serious dilemma of just where we will 

or can host the 2016 pre-Ball dinner, especially given that this number will expand to include their          

respective partners which will bring the total to 46, and that’s just our Year 11’s. All this is predicated of 

course on all of them attending. Although a predicament, a full to capacity Hostel has manifest, it is a pre-

dicament we welcome. 



 

2016 Roll Numbers 

During our annual information and promotional Term 3 visit to contributing coastal Primary Schools we 

had our first real opportunity to glimpse tentative Year 9 enrolment numbers for 2016 and the numbers 

are looking absolutely fantastic. Once again, should these numbers materialise, the Hostel will find itself 

in an unfortunate, but good predicament, will we be able to cater to the expectant numbers? Our                   

present roll stands at 58 and at the end of the year we expect to have six [6] Year 13’s graduate and 

therefore embark upon their adult career paths beyond the confines of the secondary system leaving 52. 

Therefore the  maths suggests that we will have a maximum of 8 places available for 2016 which brings 

us to the unfortunate, but great predicament. Tentative new Year 9 enrolment numbers for 2016 stand 

at approximately 16 which leaves us with a great deal of shuffling, purchasing and refurbishing to do in     

order to be certain to accommodate all of next years new enrolments not to mention enrolments                   

request outside the Year 9 level or our coastal contributing schools zone.  Our advice to all those                             

prospective Year 9 enrolments from our contributing coastal Primary Schools for 2016 is to get your    

enrolments in as soon as possible because waiting for next year will almost certainly be a gamble not 

worth taking.  

Important Hostel enrolment dates:  

1. Enrolments for 2016 are now open.  

2. Friday November 13th Year 8 Experience Day. Enrolments for 2016 will remain open provided 

there remains spaces. Prospective Hostel Residents Year 8 overnight experience.  

3. Monday 30th November enrolments for 2016 close. 

4. December 7th –11th successful new enrolment candidates for 2016 confirmed and advised.  



TOUGH GUY AND GAL CHALLENGE 

On Thursday the 20th of August senior Physical Education Students travelled to Rotorua to compete 
in the Tough Guy and Gal Challenge. This years course was harder than ever with extra obstacles 
added to join the usual swamps, mud crawls, towers, barb wire and numerous hills. 

Students competed in either the 6km or 12km course in what turned out to be cold, but sunny                 
conditions. With four weeks solid training under their belt, students participated fantastically as they 
strived to achieve their fastest possible time. A number of students were able to get within the required 
time for Excellence which was very pleasing, however, the highlight of the day went to Ted Holmes 
who won the Under 16 six kilometre race. A truly fantastic effort. Congratulations to all the participants 
including the 6 staff who also ran in the teachers section (Mr Burt 2nd 12km, Mr Parsons 3rd 6km, 
Miss Hayward 9th (female 6km) Mrs Andrews 10th (female 6km) and Miss Clearwater 11th (female 
6km). Once again a rewarding day for all involved. 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waikato Secondary Schools Marty Holah Cup 1st XV Div 3 Winners 

Waikato Secondary Schools U15 B Grade Winners 

Waikato Hockey Girls D Grade Winners 

Ōtorohanga Netball Hostel C Grade Runners up 

Central Country Basketball Junior Boys B Grade Runners up 

Waikato Secondary Schools U14 Rugby B Grade Runners up 

 
For a small rural school, I would have to say we certainly do continue 
to punch above our weight. Soccer are still playing their season out, 
but  I look at this line up of finalists and yes, I feel proud of our kura 
and continue to support our school with not just the academic side 
but also our sporting achievements. In a nutshell, our students are 
doing extremely well, even those teams who didn’t quite make the 
top two. It’s all about getting out there and giving it your best shot, 
playing the game you love and sharing those good and not so good 
moments with your team mates.   

 
I was very impressed with the amount of support that our staff showed by travelling to our teams finals 
and in some cases the semis.  This was also noted by our Year 9 students who were excited to see 
you on the side-line.  Travelling to Hamilton and as far as Matamata to support our players is a true 
measure of how much we do care for our students. 
 
Now is also the right time to extend our thanks once again to all our coaches, managers and                 
volunteers. We know that at times looking after a bunch of teenagers can be challenging, but I do hope 
it has been a rewarding experience for you as well. 
Each month I do make time to nominate our volunteers, some of you may already be aware of this.  
I am happy to hear that a number of our volunteers have already received some items. 
Ross Fenton – Rugby ball, Sally van der Heyden – Ball bag, Marcus Paterson – Beanie, Jayne Fortis – 
Beanie, James White – CCC Jacket, Tony Russell – Cap, Leighton Parsons – CCC Hoodie, Renee 
Wylie – Beanie and Kate Russell – CCC Jacket.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s complete mayhem and excitement around here at the moment as our teams gear up for                     
tournament week commencing Monday 31

st
 August. Those last minute checks and of course the 

mountain load of paperwork that is part and parcel for any EOTC event. Good luck to all our teams,    
we aren’t expecting 1

st
 or 2

nd
 placings, only that you travel well, play well and continue to represent   

our college with pride.  
To parents and whanau, if you happen to be in any of these locations I am sure a familiar face on the 
side-line would be welcomed. 
 

Boys Hockey – Whanganui , Girls Hockey – Rotorua, Boys Soccer – Napier,    
 

Girls Soccer—Auckland, College A Netball—Hamilton 



Basketball: 
Junior Boys: 
Our season wrapped up on Monday night with a hard fought final against Te Awamutu College in Te 
Awamutu.  Despite losing the previous two games against them by big margins, (70 plus in the first 
game and 30 in the second), the boys gave everything they had to take it to the wire and narrowly lose 
by just 8 points.  Everybody that came to support were treated to a typical final, played hard, but fair 
and all the players showed tremendous skill and all the passion a final requires.  Congratulations to Te 
Awamutu for the win, but we'll be back next year to further test you. 
It's been a long season and I'm proud of every player's commitment and all of the knowledge gained, 
such a huge improvement is all I could ever want as a coach, as at the beginning, a majority of the 
boys had never played an organised game of basketball in their lives.  As I told them during the            
season, "I don't care if you win or lose, as long as you improve", improvement in every facet of the 
game is plain to see in all.  I'm not a fan of player of the day awards, as it's the whole season that 
counts, so I picked a few of the boys who stood out during the year. 
 
Wiremu Parnell - Most Improved player 
Peta Pitts-Brown - Best team man 
Bennett Sanson - Most committed team 
member 
Taryn Tata - Top points scorer and top 
defender 
Also in the team: 
Pairama Katipa-Maikuku  
Matauri Waretini  
Sebastian Pinny  
Blaze Cameron  
Michael Stockman  
Phoenix Hughes  
 
Also thanks to Anthea Tata for being our referee and her family for coming to the games and support-
ing, also Tanchia Pitts-Brown for helping to do score bench, and all parents that came to support, your 
cheering always pushed the boys to do better. 
 
I hope all of the boys play next year as I'm keen to be involved again and take them to the next level. 
Dael Downs - Team Driver and occasional coach 
 
Senior Girls: 
I would like to say that the senior girls 
have improved each game. They                
integrated what they learnt in training in-
to each game. Half of the team had nev-
er played basketball before with their 
main sporting code being netball they 
were able to use those skills such as          
anticipating play, passing and marking a 
player into basketball.  Throughout the 
season each of our players have grown 
and have learnt how to play man to man, 
zone defence, screening boxing out , 
dribbling and using the back board. I am 
so proud of our girls and they should be 
proud too. It was really great to have the 
support of Steve Trent and Seilala         
available for the team at times when I 
was unable to be there. Thank you both 
and also a big ups to Tanchia for doing such a fantastic job as Sports coordinator thank you also for 
your support. Coach Brooke Hughes 



Hockey: 

The Ōtorohanga Girls Hockey Team have taken out their Waikato Hockey Competition after a                       
comprehensive win against Fairfield 1

st
 XI in the final 6 - 0. The girls played their best game of the 

season scoring some great goals following smart passing through the field. Fairfield came into the final 
having been the only team to beat Ōtorohanga in the pool play and coming off an impressive 5 -0 win 
against a strong Dio Senior Team in the semi.  For Ōtorohanga to hold their opposition scoreless 
showed how well the girls followed the team plan and structure in the final. Ōtorohanga finished the 
season with an impressive statistic of 11 wins and 1 loss, an average of 4 goals per game with 45 
goals scored and just 6 against. The girls will look forward to promotion to a higher grade for next 
year. Next week they will go on a tour, along with Te Kuiti High School and play 6 games against             
Rotorua 1

st
 and 2

nd
 XI teams from the various High schools in that area.  The team farewells Vice         

Captain Courtney Tangaroa who has had 5 years representing her school hockey team. Well done 
Courtney. 
The Ōtorohanga Girls Hockey Team for 2015 is Jacinda Baker-Singh,  Rikaysia Cooper, Briar Hall 
(Vice Captain), Shannon Hollis, Courtney Irwin, Sharnae Ormsby,  Quinn Robinson (Captain), Jessica 
Sheehy, Courtney Tangaroa (Vice Captain), Emma Whiteman, Epitome Wilson.  
 

 
 
Netball: 
The netball season has wrapped up for all teams except College A.  Congratulations to all teams for 
their commitment and performance over the season.  Congratulations to College Hostel who                       
completed the season as C Grade Runners Up.  All teams improved during the season and thanks so 
much to the Coaches, Umpires, Managers, Supporters and Parents. 
College A are off to Upper North Island Secondary School Tournament in Hamilton next week.  They 
are looking forward to playing some challenging games and coming away with a number of wins.   
 
Rugby: 
Under 14’S: 
Although being defeated, a successful season for the Under 14’s ended on Saturday with a resound-
ing defeat to Matamata in our final. It was always going to be a tough ask against a side who was 
clearly a division below where they should have been. The 44-0 loss was Matamata’s closest game of 
the season, and had it not been for the 3 tries conceded in the opening 10 minutes, which rocked the 
boys confidence, could have been much closer. Credit must be given to the boys for staying                      
competitive throughout the remainder of the game and fighting all the way to the final whistle against a 
bigger opponent. A 7 win 3 loss record for the season during competition play showed the boys em-
braced the challenge set after being defeated in their first 3 grading games. Only defeats to Matatmata 
(2) and a loss to Raglan during the season stopped the boys achieving the perfect record. Thumbs up 
to Mr Harris, Mr Mudge, Narbey-Nimeti whanau (who have recently moved to Matamata), Mrs Russell  



and her family for making the early 
trip to Matamata and supporting the 
boys for their final. It was much         
appreciated and along with all of the 
other extra support helped the boys 
perform with dignity and they could 
walk off with their heads held high. I 
would also like to thank Charles Toa 
for his assistance in looking          
after the 20 or so ratbags for the 
last 3 months. It has been a journey 
with more dramas than Shortland 
Street at times, but a lot of fun and 
laughs along the way. Finally I 
would like to thank the boys for their 
efforts throughout the season. Their 
true potential to play for each other 
when it was needed was no more 
evident than their semi-final win against Raglan. Don’t let that potential go to waste boys and I might 
see you next year. Go hard and look after each other.  Nathan Pye (Coach Under 14’s) 
 
Under 15’s: 
Two titles in a row for Ōtorohanga College U15 rugby 
The Ōtorohanga U15 rugby boys had the opportunity to defend the title that they won last year.  This 
year they finished top so gained a home semi-final and on winning that a home final.  After a week of 
rain the field looked in good condition but the green top quickly turned to brown once the game kicked 
off with the light rain that was falling. 
Playing into a moderately strong wind in the first half with the rain coming down proved a challenge for 
the Ōtorohanga College boys against a well drilled HBHS (Hamilton Boys High School) black team. 
Boys High black kicked an early penalty and then scored a try which was converted to make it 10-0. 
Late in the half our boys were able gain some field position and cross for a try just before half time by 
Reagan Simon.  
During the second half Ōtorohanga dominated the game with excellent defence keeping Boys High in 
their own half for much of the half. Liam Cummins was able to cross for two tries giving our boys a 17-
10 lead which they held to the end.  
Thanks for all those who have supported the U15 rugby boys this year.  It has been the input from 
teachers, players, support staff and Whānau that have created an environment where these boys 
have been able to believe in themselves and each other, and working together to win the U15 B grade 
championship. Mr Brendon Mudge 
 



1st XV: 
The 1st XV completed a remarkable season defeating 
Hamilton Boys High School 25-20 in the Waikato                            
Secondary Schools Rugby Division Three Final on                
Saturday. The thrilling win capped off a great season for 
the College side who went through pool play and finals      
undefeated.  
 
The final which was played at the Island Reserve in front of 
a good crowd was a great spectacle in which the lead 
changed back and forwards between the two sides.                   
Ōtorohanga opened the scoring when Kiso Eti found some 
space out wide. He was able to sprint 50 meters to evade 
the Boys High defence. Both sides then exchanged penalties before Boys High scored through some 
good forward play to make the score 10-8 at halftime. Early in the second half Ōtorohanga second-five 
Henry Te Aretoa busted through the defence. When the cover arrived he was able to put a great ball 
inside to Josh Kenny who crashed over the try line. Again Boys High bounced back, but this time they 
scored twice to take the lead 20-18. The momentum they now had seemed to put extra pressure on 
the College side that were now making errors in decision. This included turning down penalty kicks 
which would have put them in front. In the end it would be the set piece which would be the difference 
and Ōtorohanga were able to get clean line out ball and secure five tightheads from the scrums. It was 
from one of these tightheads that sparked the killer blow for Ōtorohanga College. Fittingly Captain 
Drew Narbey-Nimeti scored the match winner which was converted by the reliable boot of halfback 
Liam Fox. Outside of the competition the 1st XV had a one point loss to Stratford High School from 
Taranaki in a Sports Exchange 26-25 and two losses in Pre-season to HBHS and Melville.  
 
The final win for the 1st XV adds to a great season for College Rugby. The U15 side won the U15 final 
last week also against HBHS and the U14s lost to a strong Matamata side at Matamata. It is the most 
successful year we have had in rugby in a very long time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Soccer: 
1st XI Girls Team 
The Girls have had a busy month; they have been                
training hard getting ready for tournament week and 
have also been busy fundraising. They have built up an 
awesome team spirit during the season. The results on 
the field have also been very pleasing with wins over Te 
Kuiti High School and Stratford High School. We had a 
surprise loss to Hillcrest going down 1-0. It was one of 
those games you dominate without getting the win. They 
hope to put some of their good form during the year into 
winning results at tournament week and are looking            
forward to the tournament experience in Auckland.                   
Marcus Paterson 
 
1

st
 XI Boys: 

The 1st X1 Boys will be playing their Semi on Saturday 
29/9 and then leave on Sunday for the Tournament. 
Thanks Ram 

 

Y9 & Y10 Get2Go: 
On Tuesday, a group of 8 Year 9's and 8 Year 10's             
journeyed to Karapiro to attend the 2015 Get2Go              
challenge.  
The day consisted of teams competing against other 
schools from around the upper North Island in four                     
various activities. 
A mountain biking challenge, team problem solving activities, a canoeing course and an orienteering 
race proved to be a fun and competitive way to spend the day.  Our teams worked well together, 
worked hard during the day and demonstrated honour in the way that they behaved. Well done guys 
and gals! Thank you to Mrs Pitts-Brown for organizing it. Miss Hayward 



 



ACROSS THE MILES  -  Kayli van der Heyden 
So since the last report I have been 
on my first Rotary trip to Easter Island, 
did a presentation to my Host Rotary 
Club all in Spanish, and scored a ‘not 
to bad’ result on one of my tests in 
school.  

Okay, firstly the Easter Island trip was 
amazing. On the 14

th
 of May, the other 

exchange students and I flew 4 hours 
to a small island called Isla de Pascua 
(Easter Island). We were there for five 
days and during those days we             
managed to do a lot of things. We    
visited the main Moai (head statues), 
the volcano, caves and the beach. 
The weather there was ridiculously 
hot and humid which was nice                     
considering how cold it is now. The 
night before our last we went to a           
performance of the typical dance in 
Isla de Pascua. It was incredible.        
Another exchange student from New 
Zealand and I were picked to dance 
up on the stage with them, it was so 
fun and an amazing opportunity. The 
food at the island was very sweet and 
similar to the Maori food. I couldn’t  
believe it when we had fry bread for 
breakfast and their version of a 
‘Hangi’, they even had kumara. The 
trip was fantastic, but it was also a sad 
time, because for all of the exchange 
students except us New Zealanders, it 
was their last trip before going home.  

So since the trip I have been back to the airport to farewell some friends that hopefully one day I will 
see again. Just over a month ago I did my presentation about New Zealand for my Host Rotary Club 
all in Spanish. It was a very nerve wracking experience for me to stand up on the small stage and           
present it to a group of adults, but I can happily say that I think it went well and that my host Rotary 
Club are very happy with my progress in Spanish. I have been at the school for five months now and 
am starting to understand a lot of what is going on. I do the tests that the teachers want me to do and I 
must say that on one of my tests I got the best mark for a physics test, which was very funny for me. I 
have now changed my school to one that is public and a little bit further from my house, but I really like 
it and all my classmates are very nice. At this school I can finally play a sport! I play basketball                 
Tuesdays and Thursday, but outside because they don’t have a gym.  

It has been nearly 7 months since I arrived in Chile and I am really getting the hang of Spanish. 
School here is really helpful because I am completely surrounded so I have no choice but to learn. But 
yes, I am very happy here in Chile and again a huge thank you to everyone who helped me get here. 

Saludos 
Kayli van der Heyden 


