
 

         Term 1 Week 11 

Friday 15th April 2016 

.   

FAREWELL MR HARRIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yesterday our Kura came together to farewell Mr Harris and his partner Lesleigh and wish them well for 

the future.  The morning assembly was very emotional with a number of speeches from students.         

Reflecting on the lessons they have learnt during their time with him was a feature in many of the         

tributes.  When honoured with a Haka many of those present were bought to tears.   

The afternoons community farewell was a mixture of stories, jokes and tributes.  The afternoon           

concluded with Mr Harris sharing his philosophy on teaching and supporting young people.   

The staff and students of Ōtorohanga College wish Mr Harris well for what the        

future holds.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Kei ngaa whakatuatea whangawhanga, te oran-
gatonutanga o te ao aapopo me ngoo koutou 
epeepe - mauriora! 
Greetings future leaders, caretakers of tomor-
rows world and families, may your lives be 
blessed with health, happiness and abundance!  
 
This is my last newsletter as Principal of Ōtoro-
hanga College and as such, it is a time of mixed 
emotions for me. By the time you read this, my 
farewells will be over and the poowhiri for your 
new Principal will have taken place. At the time 
of printing this newsletter my retirement has be-
gun. Eight years in our school leaves me with a 
rich and precious fund of memories; my kete as 
I leave is certainly full of all kinds of experienc-
es. Awesome times, anxious times, proud times 
and sad have all contributed to the deep and 
genuine relationships I now hold so sacred with 
so many of this community, this College and all 
those connected with it; past and present.  
 
My philosophy in teaching has always been 
centred around the awesomeness of young 
people, and I believe that our key job as educa-
tors and caring adults, is to protect and develop 
this wonderful essence our students bring. The 
song printed below has always inspired me as it 
encapsulates my core philosophy so I am shar-
ing it here with you as part of this final letter.  
 

"Greatest Love Of All" 
 

I believe the children are our future 
Teach them well  

and let them lead the way 
Show them all the beauty  

they possess inside 
Give them a sense of pride  

to make it easier 
Let the children's laughter 

 remind us how we used to be 
 

Everybody's searching for a hero 
People need someone to look up to 

I never found anyone  

who fulfilled my needs 
A lonely place to be 

And so I learned to depend on me 
 

[Chorus:] 
I decided long ago,  

never to walk in anyone's shadow 
If I fail, if I succeed 

At least I'll live as I believe 
No matter what they take from me 
They can't take away my dignity 
Because the greatest love of all 

Is happening to me 
I found the greatest love of all 

Inside of me 
The greatest love of all 

Is easy to achieve 
Learning to love yourself 

It is the greatest love of all 
 

And if, by chance, that special place 
That you've been dreaming of 
Leads you to a lonely place 
Find your strength in love 

 

Written By Michael Masser,  

Linda Creedthelilypadspa.Com 

 

So in closing, this is my sign off.  To you all thank 
you for supporting your local college and keeping 
the dream of our community alive to sustain and 
retain our young people. I wish everyone of this 
place well. I will always support Ōtorohanga Col-
lege and the young people who attend here with 
all my heart. I believe that we have a unique and 
wonderful community, school community and staff 
who are going to continue to go from strength to 
strength by drawing together and employing that 
wonderful ethos encapsulated in our motto and 
PB4L purpose statement, Honour Before Honours, 
Me whaimana te iwi, me whaimana te taiao, me 
whaimana te tangata. 

 

Mā te Atua koutou e manaaki e tiaki hoki/be 
blessed 

Naa, 

 

 

Timoti Harris 

Tumuaki 

 



Week 1 Monday 2nd May 

Saturday 7th May 

 

Monday Night League Netball 

All Winter Codes begin 

Week 2 Friday 13th May Waikato University Open Day 

Week 3 Wednesday 18th May 

Friday 20th May 

 

Waikato BOP Cycling 

Newsletter #4 

Week 4 Monday 23rd May 

Wednesday 25th May 

Thursday 26th May 

Cross  Country Period 5 

NYLD Day in Auckland 

King Country Cross Country 

Otorohanga College Charitable Trust Inc. news: 

The Trustees are excited that we are making very solid progress – here’s an update for you: 

Recipe books 

There are only a handful of recipe books left to sell.  The cookbooks 

were beautifully crafted by staff at the College and are a wonderful 

keepsake; not to mention full of fabulous recipes from local folk.  Call 

Dawn 078737064 for your copy; they are $25 each.  Thank you to the 

many people who have already purchased cookbooks. 

 

Trust Identity and Website Design 

The Trustees will be recruiting a local designer to create a logo that                    

reflects the values and priorities of the Trust, which, in a nutshell is to 

support all aspects of College life.  We are also about to embark 

on developing a website that will be used as an information hub for our 

growing number of friends of the Trust.  The website will also allow us 

to build a database of ex-pupils of the College, so our rich College                   

history can continue to be preserved.  Don’t forget to like us on FB! 

Funding Strategies 

Our priority is to build a capital fund that will be held in perpetuity and not used for operational 

costs.  The income generated from this capital fund will be made available to applicants in the                               

future.  Establishing income sources for this capital fund is ongoing. 

If you have any queries about any aspect of the Trust, please contact us atotocollcti@gmail.com.  

Kind regards 

Otorohanga College Charitable Trust Inc. 



RETURNING OF THE PARE 
On Wednesday afternoon the new roofing 

project had been completed on the front              

Office entrance of the school.  Scaffolding 

was removed and the entire area was 

cleaned.   

The Pare had to be removed during the 

building work to ensure it was not damaged 

and it also gave Mr Chetty  the time to  place 

a new timber backing to the Pare to enable it 

to be placed back into its home. 

The only task left to complete to ensure  

everything was back to normal, was the                    

return of the Pare back into its rightful place 

above the main entrance doors.   

Once attached safely to the building it was time for Uncle Sol to share a karakia with those present.  

With the new gable roof the Pare is now able to be seen and admired by many more who visit our                    

College. 

Thanks to Mike Smith the front of the school 

was looking pristine  and back to normal.   

 

 



MR HARRIS’S FAREWELL PHOTOS 

 

WHAANAU 



TUESDAY 12th APRIL SCHOOL CLOSED 

At 8.20 am on Tuesday 12th water was found to be gushing up out of the grass behind C1.                            

Investigations found 80 plus year old 100 mm water main had rusted through. The resulting leak 

caused a large wash out of the bank. The leak took five hours to repair so the school had to be shut. 

The unstable bank has been stabilised by Council contractors and all that is left to do is grass seed the 

area and erect a sturdy safety fence along the top of the bank.  

Mr Harris said it was the 

first time in 45 years of          

education he had ever 

been involved in a school               

closure within the two hour 

time frame.  The word 

spread quickly and                 

students were elated to 

find they could be dis-

missed early and were 

hoping the school was still 

closed on Wednesday. 

However,  contractors 

were on to it quickly and 

school was able to resume 

as normal on Wednesday.   



YEAR 8 EXPERIENCE DAY 

Friday the 8th April was the first Year 8 Experience Day at the College.  The morning begun with a 

poowhiri in the gym to welcome approx. 70 students plus their whaanau.  Students were split into 

groups to rotate through a range of activities in the College.  Hearing comments such as: “that was so 

cool in the gym,” “this was scary to start with, but now it is getting better,” was evidence of the whole 

experience of being here for the day being a positive one.  

 



 

 

Let’s Celebrate Academic Achievement 
 

 

The College offers all students the opportunity to develop their potential to the greatest 

extent possible.  Emphasis is given to academic achievement where, what is expected and 

accepted, is a performance worthy of ability. 

 

At the end of Term One celebratory assemblies were held for Year 9 and Year 10 students to 

recognise academic achievement. 

 

The Year 9 students recognised were: 

 

9EL 

English/Blair Cox and Kyah Cornes 

Science/Logan Cooper and Reinder Post 

Global And Local Studies/Erin Hunt and Kyah Cornes 

Mathematics/Kyah Cornes and Blair Cox 

Physical Education And Health/Taylah Matthews-Garas and Blair Cox 

 

9LI 

English/Roka Tana-Turner and Portia Charles 

Science/Santana Thompson-Tupe and Shanti Te Uira 

Global And Local Studies/Nathan Connolly and Santana Thompson-Tupe 

Mathematics/Casey Cederman and Emma Rye 

Physical Education And Health/Roka Tana-Turner and Taniora Kingi 

 

9ON 

English/Curtly Harper and Jayden Heke 

Science/Riley Parnell and Shae Taute 

Global And Local Studies/Jayden Heke and Riley Parnell 

Mathematics/Curtly Harper and Reilly Fox 

Physical Education And Health/Cooper Robinson and Aimee Drinkwater 

 

9ST 

English/Dexstah Mulligan-Hughes and Putiputi Makene 

Science/Kowhai Waretini and Kauri Waretini 

Global And Local Studies/Tarquin Maoate and Trinity Campbell-Walker 

Mathematics/Kowhai Waretini and Kauri Waretini 

Physical Education And Health/Grace Tamani and Cherie Pinny 

 

Rotation A 

Art Rotation A/Moana Kawhena 

Music Rotation A/Olivia Edwards 

Drama Rotation A/Erin Hunt 

Te Reo Māori Rotation A/Portia Charles 

Pathways Education Rotation A/Jorjah Mortensen 

Resistant Materials Rotation A/Blair Cox 

Design And Visual Communication Rotation A/Leanne Hofer-Nigg 

Fabric Technology Rotation A/Kyah Cornes 

Food Technology Rotation A/Casey Cederman 

Digital Technologies Rotation A/Reinder Post 

 



 

 

 

Above:  Year 9  Certificate Recipients with their Dean Mrs S Eggers 

Below: Year 10 Certificate Recipients with their Dean Mr L Parsons 



 

 

 

The Year 10 students recognised were: 

 

10AN 

English/Harry Sheehy and Lily Carr-Paterson 

Science/Harry Sheehy and Iris Hut 

Global And Local Studies/Iris Hut and Jacinda Baker-Singh 

Mathematics/Charmaine Sheffield and Nadia Solomon 

Physical Education And Health/Harry Sheehy and Lily Carr-Paterson 

 

10MA 

English/Chloe Smith and Thea Taane 

Science/Chloe Smith and Waimarie Nuitone 

Global And Local Studies/Oceaan McKay and Caitlyn Morrison 

Mathematics/Shaolin Tapiata and Chloe Smith 

Physical Education And Health/Gypsy Pattie and Chloe Smith 

 

10NE 

English/Tepa Porter and Jessica Pickens 

Science/Pairama Katipa-Makuku and Matauri Waretini 

Global And Local Studies/Jessica Pickens and Kirikowhai Maihi 

Mathematics/Arahia Trent and Matauri Waretini 

Physical Education And Health/Keely Hughes and Eric Hawkins 

 

10RI 

English/Jessie Reardon and Te Amorangi Rogers 

Science/Jessie Reardon and Te Amorangi Rogers 

Global And Local Studies/Cameron Roberts and Tahaana Te Huia 

Mathematics/Thomas Holden-Howden and Jim Pungatara 

Physical Education And Health/Michael Stockman and Te Amorangi Rogers 

 

Option A 

Te Reo Māori Option A/Arahia Trent 

Digital Technologies Option A/Mikyla Barnes 

Resistant Materials Wood Option A/Ethan Lentfer 

Design And Visual Commubnication Option A/Lily Carr-Paterson 

Food Technology Option A/Harry Sheehy 

Business Studies Option A/Iris Hut 

Art Option A/Jodie Wilson 

Drama Option A/Charmaine Sheffield 

Fabric Technology Option A/Jodie Wilson 

Resistant Materials metal Option A/Ben Urlwin 

The staff and I look forward to recognising and celebrating academic achievement again in Terms Two and 

Three. 

 

Mrs Lyndsay Kurth 

Deputy Principal, Learning 

 
 



Thanks to Chris Lord for his ongoing support 

with our awesome website.   

 

 

PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

TO FARMERS AND BUSINESSES 

07 873 7325 Otorohanga 
FREEPHONE:  0800 482 928  

info@baileyingham.co.nz 

  

Thanks to Lauran Robinson for her support with             

photographing events to be used for our newsletter 

and a range of other news media. 

 Greg Smith                                      

SALES MANAGER 

greg@patprescott.co.nz                

T:     07 873 8522                                    

Prescott Toyota                                 

152 Maniapoto Street                     

Otorohanga 3900                

Thanks to OTL for the support they have given to pick up 

the calves donated by our generous farmers for                       

our calf scheme. 

"Mark Lewis Plumbing & Gas Ltd" 

"Plumbing World"  



 

COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES 
www.otocoll.school.nz    

http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege  
http://www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre  

https://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports  
http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeHostel 

Fundraising 

 

Fundraising is seen by the Ōtorohanga College Board as a necessary and worthwhile means for 

gaining finance to fund activities and building team spirit and purpose in participants. 

  

All fundraising activities in the College name, by any individual, team, group or Faculty, needs  

prior permission of the Principal 

Application forms are available from Mrs Wylie at the College Office.  This form must 

be completed two weeks before fundraising begins. 

Completed application forms are to be submitted to Mrs Wylie at the College Office 

The Principal will advise the decision to the applicant within two days. 

  

Board Of Trustees 

Triennial Election 2016 

 

What is a school Board Of Trustees? 
     What do Trustees do? 
          What skills do Trustees need? 
               Who can become a Trustee? 
                    How do I become a Trustee? 
                         Who is on a Board Of Trustees? 
                              How is a Board elected? 
                                   What are the roles within the Board? 
 
If you would like answers to the above questions please contact the College 
and ask for a copy of the ‘NZSTA  -  A parents’ guide to the role of the board 
of trustees’ 
 
If you are interested in becoming a Trustee refer to the timeline below: 

call for nominations by Friday 6th May 
nominations close noon Friday 20th May 
election day close poll noon Friday 3rd June 
count votes Thursday 9th June 
Board takes office Friday 10th June 

 

http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege
http://www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre
https://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports
http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeHostel


 

National Certificate Of Educational Achievement 

NCEA 

Your Questions Answered 
 

How Much Does NCEA Cost? 
 

There is a standard annual fee of $76.70, which students must pay to have their results 

recorded on their Record Of Achievement and for the awarding of qualifications.  Candidates 

who do not pay fees are not eligible to: 

 have results transferred to their Record Of Achievement, which only indicates the 

results for which payment has been received 

 have NCEAs or other National Certificates or UE awarded, because unpaid results are 

not on the Record Of Achievement 

 

The fee is collected by the College and forwarded to NZQA.  Fees are due by Wednesday 7th 

September 2016.  If the fee is not paid by this date a candidate will have to pay NZQA 

directly using the School Candidate Form – Payment Of NZQA Fees.  You can get this form 

from Mrs Kurth.  After the 1st December, NZQA will add a $50.00 late fee. 

 

To be eligible to apply for financial assistance you must be the fee payer and able to meet at 

least one of the following criteria:  

 Be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit (benefit-based applications). 

 

 Have a joint family income that would entitle the applicant to receive a Community 

Services Card from Work and Income (income-based applications).  

 

 Be a fee payer with two or more children who are candidates irrespective of family 

income, where the total fees you would have to pay would otherwise be more than the 

$200 multiple candidate maximum. 

 

To get financial assistance you have to fill in a Financial Assistance form and hand it in to the 

College Office.  You can get this form from the Office or Mrs Kurth. 

 

How Does The College Ensure A Student’s Work Is Their 

Own?  
 
This is called AUTHENTICITY.  A student is required to sign a declaration that each piece of 

work submitted for assessment is their own. 

 

When marked work is returned to a student, teachers will clarify with them any concerns about 

authenticity that have developed as a result of the assessment task. 

 

Where a breach in authenticity is detected the Head Of Faculty will refer the matter to the 

Principal’s Nominee.  

 



 

What Happens If An Emergency Prevents A Student From 

Sitting Their Exams At The End Of The Year? 
 

This is called a DERIVED GRADE and is available if a student is entered for an External 

Examination and for an approved reason is unable to attend.  If this happens the student must 

see the Principal’s Nominee as soon as possible.  The Principal’s Nominee will collect standard 

specific evidence to support their application. 

 

What Happens If A Student Is Absent For An Assessment? 
 
BEFORE: If a student knows in advance that they will be absent for an assessment they can 

make an application for another opportunity or an extension of the assessment date using the 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FORM available from the Principal’s Nominee. 

 

AFTER: If a student is unable to attend an assessment opportunity or hand in an assessment on 

the due date because of illness or another unexpected event they can make an application for 

another opportunity or an extension of the assessment date using the MISSED OR LATE 

ASSESSMENT FORM available from the Principal’s Nominee.  

 

What Happens If A Student Submits Late Work? 

 
Late assessments are not accepted unless covered by a medical certificate which explains why it 

was not possible for a student’s work to be presented on the due date.  Late work will receive a 

Not Achieved grade unless they have applied to the Principal’s Nominee for an extension using 

the MISSED OR LATE ASSESSMENT FORM. 

 

What Happens If A Student Believes They Have Been 

Treated Unfairly In An Assessment? 

 
They have the right to an APPEAL.  If a student has a question about the marking of an Internal 

assessment they should discuss this with their classroom teacher at the time their work is 

returned or within two school days. 

 

If a student is still dissatisfied with the outcome they must complete Section A of the NCEA 

ASSESSMENT APPEAL FORM, which can be obtained from the Principal’s Nominee, within five 

days of having their work returned. 

 

The Principal’s Nominee will then investigate, consulting with the Head Of Faculty and the 

Appeals Committee. 

 

 



 

How To Support Your Child’s NCEA Study 
 
The more parents know about NCEA, the more they are able to help their children to succeed.  Discuss your child’s 

needs and aspirations with teachers – they are there to help and answer any questions you have.  With NCEA, students 

work throughout the year.  Be sure to know when your child’s Internal assessments are as well as when the External 

examinations are at the end of the year. 

If you have any NCEA questions please contact Mrs Kurth, Principal’s Nominee, at the College. 

 
 

How Is High Achievement Recognised? 

 
NCEA qualifications can be endorsed with Merit or Excellence to reflect high achievement. 

 

Certificate Endorsement is where a student gains 50 or more credits at Excellence level over all 

the courses they are studying, their NCEA certificate will be endorsed with Excellence.  If a 

student gains 50 or more credits at Merit and Excellence then their NCEA certificate will be 

endorsed with Merit. 

 

Course Endorsement is where a student gains 14 or more credits at Excellence in a course in a 

single year, they will be awarded an Excellence endorsement in that course; or a Merit 

endorsement if they gain 14 or more credits at Merit or a mix of Merit and Excellence.  At least 

three of these credits must be from externally assessed standards. 

 
How Does A Student Know That They Are Given The Grade 

They Are Told? 

 
Students’ GRADES will be recorded by their course teacher in KAMAR, the College’s software. 

 

Students will be provided with a printout of their individual data to enable them to check the 

accuracy of the data entered. 

 

Does A Student Get To Sit An Assessment Again If They 

Gain A Not Achieved Grade? 
 

This is called a RESUBMISSION when a student has the opportunity to correct simple errors 

or omissions in their assessed work that they have discovered for themself. 

 

A FURTHER ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITY is when a new quality assured assessment is 

provided for a student after the first assessment opportunity and further teaching and learning 

has taken place.  A student can have up to one further assessment opportunity per standard per 

year.  This could be a new test, a new writing topic or a new research topic. 

 



Technology 
All students must have their equipment and appropriate gear for the classes.  

Students have researched, designed, modelled and modified their Briefs, and are ready for 
construction. Students must pay their Subject Fees for “Take home” projects. Parents are 
requested to contact Specific Teachers for subject specific enquiries. 

    

“Sir, can I take my Table Home?” Jennifer has successfully completed her Project. 

                

Te Ao spends his spare time in the workshop…. 

             

Sam Lutz has designed and completed a very practical project… 

 



Ngaa mahinga [Goings on…] 

Kia ora whaanau. A big mihi to all the students, staff and whaanau of the Hostel who have made the first 

term a mighty success, mighty because a settled roll of 62 tells us so. Our juniors who were once upon a 

time a little apprehensive and feeling a little out of their depth have most definitely found their niche and 

have settled well into hostel life. College remains a challenge to be faced and bettered for, but 1 or 2—

our hope and expectation is that they will succeed and they will rise above all expectations.  As the term 

comes to its conclusion and as this newsletter goes to print our juniors are being introduced to perhaps 

their last new challenge as a hostel resident, the dreaded “End of term spring clean”. Aunty Caroline will 

be out with her white gloves, Jiff and Janola bottles, and of course the toothbrushes, to get right into 

where those little bits of ‘paru’ might be lurking, leaving the hostel nice and clean for the impending             

holidays. 

As previous newsletters attest the year has been very busy indeed. These are the comings and goings 

since our last newsletter item for Kaainga Rua:  

1. The absolute pleasure of hosting visiting scholar Whaea Maria Carolina Nieto-Angelo of Colombia who 

is studying at The University of Canterbury and with our Principal’s help was conducting research in               

support of her PHD doctoral thesis “Developing a pedagogy of care—what does that look and feel like”. It 

was indeed a great pleasure to host an international guest. It is a testament to Whaea Maria that all              

students welcomed her with open arms and all enjoyed her company whether in a professional capacity 

or simply as an honoured guest of our Community, our College and of our Principal. What better way to 

get a feel for ‘us’ than to come live and be as one of ‘us’. Kaainga Rua wishes whaea Maria and her family 

all the very best and we hope we will get to see her and her whaanau in the not too distant future.  

 

2.  In 2015 we were privileged to experience  our first  Sports Exchange with  Taihape Area School playing 

their Netball  A side and their Rugby 1st XV team here at the college with them overnighting at the                   

Hostel. This year we were very fortunate to be able to reciprocate by travelling to Taihape. We departed 

Ootorohanga at 2.00pm on Friday 1 April and arrived in Taihape at 5.30pm to a warm reception by 

Taihape Area School students, staff and whaanau. Both games were played in good spirit and life long ties 

were made. We wish to thank all those involved in making this exchange a successful one and look               

forward to hosting them in 2017.  

Falloon House  - Kāinga rua 



We also wish them Luck for this weeks Central Zone Area Schools sports competition in Te Awamutu, - kia 

kaha  Oo-Taihape.  

It would be sincerely remiss of Kaainga Rua to not also give great acknowledgement to our part-time                 

residents whose presence on this exchange ensured we had the numbers to be able to present full netball 

and rugby teams. These gracious students Miss Matarena Kopa, Mr. Rikihana Tremont Rhind and Mr. 

Henry Te Aretoa all came and stayed once a week at the Hostel  to ensure we were well practiced and 

well drilled before we left and that we were able to do ourselves , our whaanau and our College proud. 

The netball girls went down 44 to 24 and the rugby boys won a very close match 22—19 . Lastly the              

Hostel wishes to recognise Mr. Jake Holmes and Mr. Taina King and their respective families for agreeing 

to make themselves available the night before departure due to the late withdrawals, thank you boys.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events… 

Winter sports kick off next term so  whaanau please be advised that we will continue to host any                    

students that need to, or want to, stay Friday nights at the hostel because they have sports Saturday or 

have an early start Saturday morning or alternatively, to save parents having to make 2 trips out to town. 

Whaanau are reminded that this is for sport and sport alone and any other overnight stay requests for 

‘other’ reasons will be decided as they are presented. 

Farewell for Mr. Harris Thursday April 14th. The Hostel, especially uncle Roy and aunty Caroline Willison, 

wish to acknowledge the steadfast and unswerving support the Hostel received from Mr. Harris.  Since 

our arrival as the Management Team in 2013 he has been extremely supportive and outstandingly                 

inspirational. We thank him for unstintingly sharing his wealth of experience and the breadth of his 

knowledge in supporting adolescents. His kind, gentle and wise council is always a welcome addition to 

any day let alone a life. Noo reira e te rangatira, te maatanga tiaki tamariki, nei ra te  mihi aroha moou I 

kaha manaaki, i kaha atawhai, i kaha aakiaaki i aa Kaainga Rua kia eke tangaroa, kia eke panuku. Naa 

too ringa, too whakahekenga werawera, i ora ai ngaa mokopuna oo te Tai-Whatiwhati-aa-Kupe,                    

mauri-ora!   

Reminder - Whaanau please remember to let us know when and if your child is going to be absent—022 

412 8495 or willisonr@otocoll.school.nz or willisonc2@otocoll.school.nz. 

Holidays—Whaanau please enjoy the break and be safe and well. We look forward to the new term and 

hope to catch up with you all over the break. 



Tongariro Field Trip 
 
On the morning of Wednesday the 30th of March nine of 
ten students in Level 2 and 3 Geography,   accompanied 
by Miss Meyer and Mr Newton, set off for our three day 
camp at Tongariro National Park. The first stop when we 
arrived was at the Whakapapa visitor’s centre. It was 
here where we were able to sit down with a DOC worker, 
who answered any questions we had about sustainability 
of the Ski Fields, or any other questions relating to the 
Tongariro Volcanic Centre. We also conducted surveys 
here, talking to other DOC workers as well as tourists. 
After we had our lunch at the snowless Whakapapa Ski 
Fields, we made our way to the Taranaki Falls walk, 
where we were met with unbelievable views. 
 
On day 2 we took off to take on the famous Tongariro 
Crossing. It was here we met cold weather and many, 
many steps. While half of us struggled and ended up 
stopping at Soda Springs, the other half carried on to the 
red crater lakes before making their way back to us and 
then carrying on back to the van as a group. 
 
When our last day approached, I think it is very fair to say 
that we were all very tired, many of us fell asleep on the 
way to the Maraetai Dam. Once at Maraetai we were given a tour by Andrew, a safety supervisor at 
the dam. 
 
We learnt so much on this camp, all the while having a lot of fun along the way. A big thank you to 
Miss Meyer and Mr Newton for putting up with all the singing and complaining, and for making this trip                  
possible. 
 
Casey Toa   

 



BYOD COMPETITION WINNERS 
 

 

Brónte Jones—Year 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Batger’s Entry—Year 9 

 

 



Junior Skills Academy Camp - Pureora Forest Park Lodge 

On the 21st to 23rd March, eight year 10 boys had the opportunity to learn outside of the                          

classroom.  They were challenged by climbing Mount Pureora and learned new skills like clay bird 

shooting.  They also had lots of fun kayaking, swimming, carpet bowling, and of course playing              

spotlight.  The boys were great company and I am proud of the way they worked together, cared for 

one another, and showed perseverance when things got tough.  Thank you to Mr Mudge and Tama 

Williams for supporting the boys and making it such a success. 

Here are some of the reflections from the boys: 

At camp I had a great time. I had plenty of fun with the bros and others and the best part I 

liked was when we played spotlight with the mates and Mr Mudge and the other bit was shooting 

both the 22s and the clay bird guns.     Michael stockman 

  
 
Camp was a good experience for all of us boys that went on camp. The best thing I liked about it was 
when we walked all the way up Mount Pureora . It was very hard for some of us, but we all ended up 
getting to the top.      Jim Pungatara 
  
On the camp we did heaps of things, but the 
best thing was the clay bird shooting because I 
was the best.   Mistery Taukiri 

 
 



Most of us will have already started the countdown for our holidays as we 
are all looking forward to that much earned break either as a staff member 
or an athlete.  Another action packed month again with a list of sporting 
events to share with you all. 

 

 

The most recent was the WSS Lawn Bowls. 
Both Boys and girls were held different days 
making travel to Hamilton somewhat                   
tiresome, however, this is the necessary evil 
if we want our students to compete.   

It was also interesting to be asked, “Why             
enter students into Lawn Bowls?” My re-
sponse was simple. It’s not all about netball, 
rugby and soccer. We have to offer all           
opportunities to those who want to compete.  
As it turns out one of our students not only 
placed first in the final, but was also selected 
to represent Waikato. This is the reason why 
I constantly encourage our students to have 
a go, even if they don’t think they are good at 
it.   Congratulations Kymba Montgomery, it 
was very exciting watching you play in the 
final. The other results were Libby &                    
Charmaine 13

th
 while the boys placed 13

th
, 

14
th
, 15

th
 & 21 out of 25.  I would also like to 

thank Otorohanga Bowling Club for their 
coaching support and the use of their                  
facilities, especially Brian Pitts-Brown who helped coached the boys and Betty Hoskings who took the 
girls under her wing. 

 

 

SPORTS CORNER 



Another recent event that has taken place with a number of our students competing is the WBOP      
Secondary Schools Athletics held in Hamilton. As we know this is a much bigger ask for our athletes, 
however, an experience they should learn from.  I often tell our competitors they should at least try to 
improve on their PBs if nothing else, if they place in the top 3 then that is an added bonus especially in 
the case of Matauri Waretini, placing 3

rd
 in Shotput.  Congratulations Matauri. And well done to those 

students who travelled to Hamilton to compete. Sam Oakley-Smith, Iris Hut, Lily Carr-Paterson.,                 
Aaliyah Te Paa, Kymba Montgomery, Callen Le Lievre.  

 

Rugby Girls 7s: 

The opening game for the 7s competition at the McQuilkin cup was what you would call text book                
Rugby Sevens. The team of players both newbies and second year worked tirelessly to show their 
dominance in the first opener of the tournament. Finishing 25 – 0 their campaign for the cup looked to 
be a certainty and I was trying to contain my excitement over the girls first win.  However, match                  
fitness got the better of them, making on field defence erratic giving the opposition the opportunity to 
slip through.  Despite desperate efforts to get the team refocused, the lack of energy took its toll.                    
Finishing second in the Plate final was the result of the day despite their best efforts. 

The following week the girls had another opportunity to play in the Taupo-nui-a-tia Sevens held in       
Taupo.  Due to another sporting event we were short of players.  Luckily Taumarunui were also in the 
same boat with low numbers.  This was the perfect opportunity to combine teams.   With the boost of 
another 3 players the girls were able to finally work as a team and secured a win in their 2

nd
 game 

against Tauranga placing them 2
nd

 in their pool. With the pool crossovers and another win against Te 
Wharekura.  The next game 
against New Caledonia was the 
toughest of all. The opposition 
were well drilled and very fast 
making the game somewhat one 
sided. Needless to say the girls 
hung in there and once again             
placing 2

nd
 in the Plate final.   

During both games King Country 
scouts were out looking to recruit 
players for a tournament to be held 
in Cambridge, congratulations to 
Angel Winikerei and Charm                
Rhind-Williams who have made 
the King Country 7s Squad. 

 

U14s Sevens: 

Despite the lack of entry numbers in the Taupo-nui-a-tia 
competition our young players were very keen to dust 
the mold off their rugby boots.  A last minute whip 
around and the boys managed to get more players on 
board to enter another team in this age group, giving the 
boys more game time. Thanks to coach Mark                           
Pitts-Brown for making this happen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Individual Athletes: 

On Friday the 18th and Saturday the 19th the Rotorua MX 
club held the Sec. Schools Motor-cross Challenge. The  
riders came from all over the North Island. 

Jos Hut entered in the class 85cc 13-16 year on his 
Husqvarna in the open class. The warm up round was also 
the qualifying round, first 40 would go through to champs. 
All others to the novice champs. Jos finished 41st and was 
top of the list in the novice class. The weather conditions 
weren’t that great (it had been raining the whole night) and 
the riders had to dig deep in the ruts. The track looked like 
a mud pool. In the afternoon it started to dry up and made 
it all look a bit more pleasant. After 3 heats Jos finished 4th 
overall in the novice class. A great result as he has only 
started racing 6 months ago.  

 

Cricket: 

The College 1
st
 XI  boys cricket team had a cracker of a 

term last year in Term 4, winning every game comprehen-
sively.  This term we upgraded to the 2A division which 
was great step up in competition for the boys.  To give the 
boys even better cricket opportunities, in Term 4 this year 
(next season) we are changing things up a little.  The                 
College boys will be moving to play for the Otorohanga 
Cricket Club, in the Waikato Valley men’s B Grade compe-
tition which will allow adults to play, including  players who 
have just left College.  This will provide a real lift to the boys and it will also help to increase cricket 
participation among adults – several adults have already joined the ranks!  The team will still be called 
Ōtorohanga College and they will have all of the benefits that come with playing for an established 
club.  We will keep you posted!  Thanks to Leighton, Ted Haggas and Dave Cooper for their help with 
coaching this season and also thanks to Elizabeth Anglesey for scoring.  Bring on term 4!  

Lorraine Fox 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Girls Cricket:   

As this is written Girls cricket are still a 
chance to make the final of the Northern 
Districts Secondary Girls Cricket Tourna-
ment after a good win over Hauraki Plains 
College yesterday  afternoon. Hauraki had 
a flying start, but good straight bowling and 
a wicket each from Jess, Erin, Kate,                    
Keeley, Kyah, Lily and a hat trick and 4 
wickets from 5 balls for Quinn meant                    
Hauraki were restricted to 101 off their 20 
overs.  Ōtorohanga Girls chased down the 
total with four overs to spare with Quinn 56 
no and Kate 12 no with good support from 
Holly and Jess. The girls play Gisborne 
Girls High tomorrow morning on the grass 
wicket at Galloway Park in Hamilton at 
10am.   

 

Junior Boys: 

In the final of their pool, our Junior Boys cricket team posted 178 for 4 off their 30 overs. Curtly Harper 
hit 58 off 68 and Bradley Anderson 44 off 55 balls. Jack Smith also chipped in with 13 runs to set up a 
challenging total for Boys High who had beaten them in pool play. The opposition were level pegging 
for most of the match, but regular wickets meant Boys High eventually fell 10 runs short. Kahn Kerr-
Bell 3 for 22 and Cooper Robinson 3 for 16 took crucial top order wickets with support from Reilly Fox 
2 for 23 and a wicket each from Curtly and Bradley. Bradley also took 3 catches with 2 from Jack and 
1 from John Batger. A good all round effort from our young Year 9 team sees them through to a play 
off with the winner of the other pool of the Hamilton/Waikato Valley Year 10 competition. 

NISS Equestrian: 

Another great effort and result from Ōtorohanga College students. 
On Friday the 8th of April the following students went to the NISS dressage championships at St.               
Peter's Cambridge. 
 
Taylah Matthews scoring 69.266% and placing 2, in 2nd test no placing. 
Jacinda Baker-Singh scoring 62.692% and 69.4%, placing 5th and 9th. 
Iris Hut scoring 83.6%, second highest score of the day, and placing 2nd. No result in 2nd test. 
Thank you to Alice Farrell of Pukekohe High School for joining our team. She finished 1st and 6th as 
well. 
All in all the girls finished 5th overall 
in the Development Championship. 
Antonia Jongmans 

 



Spotswood Exchange: 

On Thursday the 31st of March The Ōtorohanga 1st XV squad and College A Netball teams had pre 
season games against Nau Spotswood College from New Plymouth. Our Netball A team in their first 
outing since being selected proved too strong for the opposition and the way they played on court 
makes for a promising season.  In the rugby, both teams took advantage of glorious weather to play 
free running rugby. This provided for an entertaining game with some fantastic tries. Winger Reagan 
Simon was able to finish off some great lead up work to score a hat trick of tries. He was well support-
ed by utility back Te Oru Te Huia who also scored two tries. Spotswood too were able to cross for 
some quality tries through the work of their fijian speedster called Jonah, but in the end Ōtorohanga 
College ended up comfortable winners. This was a big improvement from the McQuilkin Cup the                  
previous week held in Te Kuiti. On this day the 1st XV struggled to adapt to the conditions to plan their 
game plan. Unfortunately, we ended up with two  narrow losses and a draw. Based on our pre season 
build up the following 20 students were selected for the tour to Australia in the Term Two holidays; 

Te Aoturoa Armstrong-Nield 
Jaide Barlow 
Liam Cummins 
Liam Fox 
Ted Holmes 
Josh Kenny 
Sam Lewis 
Dallas Maguire 
Aaron Ormsby 
Brad Ostern 
Tukaha Paki-Te Maro 
Alec Pareanga 
Anthony Putaranui 
Tremont Rhind-Williams 
Jaycee Shearer 
Reagan Simon 
Jacob Tainui-Hirini 
Henry Te Aretoa 
Te Oru Te Huia 
Ratapu Winikerei  
1st on waiting list: Tukotahi Anderson-Tuapiki 

 

On Tuesday 8 of our students competed in the Waikato Secondary Schools Swimming at Te Rapa.  It 
was pleasing to see all athletes qualify for the finals with a number of outstanding results for Kate 
4th 50m Backstroke & 100m Backstroke.  Harry Sheehy 4th50m Breastroke and 5th 50m Freestyle 
and Liam 5th 50m Backstroke 5th 100m Back.  

 

The following day WBOPSS held their Mountain Biking Competition. 
Quinn Robinson, Bennett Sanson and Mikyla Barnes competed with 
some great results.  Quinn crossed the finish line in 5th place,                
Bennett 14th and Mikyla came 7th.                



Soccer 2016 

This year Ōtorohanga College Soccer will field 4 teams in the Waikato Secondary Schools Soccer 

League Competition. The games will be played on Saturdays on home and away rotations.  

Team Coach 

Otorohanga College Senior Boys Gold Mr. R. Chetty 

Otorohanga College Senior Girls Gold Miss. Melissa Attwood 

Otorohanga College Senior Girls Maroon Ms. Michelle Ward 

Otorohanga College Junior Boys Maroon Mr. John Varga 

 

Once again we are requesting Parents/Caregivers to help transport teams to away games. All the 

players must have Boots and Shin Pads. 

So far the College Soccer Teams have played very well in the respective competitions. 

“Congratulations” 
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Thanking all Sponsors, Parents, Caregivers, Referees, Supporters and Coaches in advance. 

Thanks Ram Chetty. 



High High Performance: 

High Performance Sports have completed their first event which was the Stadium Stomp at Eden Park 
in Auckland. In a gruelling 5000 stair challenge, coaches were impressed with the efforts of our                
athletes. It took from 33 minutes (Liam Fox) to an hour for athletes to climb and descend every isle at 
the stadium. Despite the toughness of the challenge a great day was had by all.  

Morning Cross Fit sessions are almost complete for Term One with the athletes about to finish six 
weeks of training. It has been impressive watching the improvement over the weeks, but athletes will 
get their most benefits when their winter codes start. Once again we thank Tony Russell for his                     
instruction and Donna Russell our breakfast chef. Next week we head to the avantidrome in                       
Cambridge where athletes will experience a full High Performance environment for the day. This                   
includes an olympic guest speaker and fitness testing. We are really looking forward to this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Final Farewell………as I write this I can’t help but feel extremely sad knowing this may very well be 
the last sports edition for Timoti.  Since my return a few years ago sport has taken giant leaps or 
bounds and I must give credit to Timoti for his support to my enthusiasm.  Thank you so much and I 
wish you all the best with your semi retirement and I hope our paths will cross again.  

Tanchia Pitts-Brown 

 

 


