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Mr Ken Drummond at Senior Prizegiving 2014. Whoever takes over the          
behind the scenes role of organising the trophies, certificates and awards at 

both Senior and Junior Prizegiving has huge shoes to fill.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Tēnā koutou te hunga rangatira nō nāianei, hei 
āpopo he hunga oroko-rangatira. Greetings, 
today’s leaders and the creators of tomorrow’s 
leaders.  
 
What a full and busy time it is at present with so 
many events and happenings in our kura. The 
term is ending and although it has been a 
shorter one than usual, all here are certainly 
looking forward to the end. Demands in schools 
in this modern day are many and students and 
staff alike seem to have to do more in what 
seems to be less time. I take this opportunity to 
commend all those staff and students who have 
taken on the many extra challenges presented 
to them this term. I am not convinced that the 
busy nature of our lives today is the way it 
should be, however, at times what is demanded 
of us by our profession, needs simply to be 
done. All students will have now completed 
assessments, competed in swimming and 
athletics and had a chance to applaud those 
who have stood for, and been successful in, 
their bid for student leadership positions in the 
College.  
 
Last week we said goodbye to Mr Rob Shirley 
who has resigned to travel the world. He, and 
his wife Sue, who also taught at our College for 
a time last year, have set off on the ANZAC 
Commemorative Cruise from Australia to the 
100-year Remembrance at Gallipoli, Turkey. 
Rob taught Maths and we thank him for all he 
gave to our College in his four years here.  
 
This week we celebrate, acknowledge and 
applaud the twenty-eight years of outstanding 
service to teaching which Mr Ken Drummond 
has given. Today , the last day of Term One, 
Ken retires from full time teaching. He has 
served in many positons at the College over 
that time, some of which were  Head of Faculty 
PE, Head of Faculty Maths, Bus Controller, 
Manager of Soccer, Senior Staff Timetabler, 
Specialist Classroom Teacher, SENCO and 
Organiser of Senior College Prizegiving. What 
does one say to someone who has worked so 
hard to support so many staff and students 
reach their potential?  Simply, we say “Thank 
you, go well and rest a while and then take 
some time for you and Jean to explore and 
enjoy all that is waiting for you to do including  

 
spending precious family time.” We held a 
celebration afternoon for Ken, Jean and their 
family, friends and colleagues today. What a 
wonderful man. A fuller acknowledgement is 
elsewhere in this newsletter, however, I wish to 
say here to Ken may you be blessed in your 
retirement and enjoy having time for your 
jigsaws too! 
 
Mrs Eggers has gone on maternity leave as 
from today. We wish her well as she takes the 
next ten weeks off the busy rounds of teaching 
to have her baby. We offer positive and warm 
blessing to her and her family at this most 
special time.  
 
Those of you who know a little about our school 
will have noticed that all these teachers are 
members of the Maths Faculty. Therefore, there 
are many changes afoot in that faculty staff-
wise. Two new appointments have been 
finalised and staff will assume their positions in 
these next few weeks. Mr Brendon Mudge has 
been appointed to teach Maths, he comes from 
his present position within the Technology 
Faculty, with a background in math and 
technical drawing. Also appointed is Mr James 
Buckley who comes from Hamilton with a 
Secondary and Primary background in 
teaching. We wish them both well in their new 
positions. It will be a happy surprise too to know 
that Mr Drummond will return for one more term 
to help the transition for the Maths Faculty. An 
interesting Term Two 2015, one which the 
Head of Faculty Mr Zowie Newton is looking 
forward to.   
 
Recently the first Year Eight Experience Day for 
2015 was held. Every time we hold one of 
these days they evolve a little more. This year 
we have had the opportunity to include the 
Hostel in the day, along with all the activities 
held on the school campus. Thank you to all 
who contributed to this rich and fun-filled day, 
and to all those who attended, we welcome you 
and hope to see you again at the second 
College Experience Day in November of this 
year. We were lucky with the weather and it 
was once again a great opportunity for students 
and staff to share the College of which we are 
so proud. Thanks go to Mrs Russell for her co-
ordination of the day, Ngā mihi nui ki a koe. 

 



 Last week the College was visited by a National 
Moderator from NZQA, the assessment 
authority that oversees all NCEA delivery in the 
country. This was an important event for our 
College because these visits are to assess 
whether schools are qualified and operating 
robust systems to assess all NCEA courses. 
While it takes six weeks for the formal and 
official report to reach the College, I can 
proudly relay that our systems were seen as 
being most impressive. The standard of 
moderation work was noted as being of the 
highest order. Our Head Of Assessment within 
the College, Mrs Lyndsay Kurth, was described 
as someone most worthy of “cloning” for use in 
other schools. So well done Lyndsay, well done 
our four HOFs Mr Newton, Ms Joyes, Mrs 
Raine and Mr Parsons for their work and input 
also on that day. We will share the report with 
you as soon as it comes to hand. 
 
Yesterday saw the hosting by our College of 
the McQuilkin Cup competition. We had this 
honour as the current holders and defenders of 
the Cup. Six schools sent teams to contest the 
trophy and the competition was fierce. The 
results of this intense day are reported 
elsewhere within this newsletter, however, I 
would like to congratulate all those who were 
involved in the planning, staging and managing 
of this very big event. As always, we are 
incredibly proud of our students and their 
sporting attitudes as well as their ability and 
commitment. You have all done your whānau 
and your school proud. I would like to thank Mr 
Leighton Parsons as Head of Sport in the 
College and a special thank you also, to Mrs 
Tanchia Pitts-Brown for the huge amount of 
hard work that was given to ensure the 
successful organisation of this event. Ngā mihi 
ki a korua. 
 
Parent Interviews took place last week and it 
was very exciting to see so many of our families 
taking this opportunity to support their 
partnership with the school in our shared 
journey of education with their young people. 
Once again the Student Leaders of the College 
acted as hosts and hospitality was extended by 
the efforts of many of our staff. Thank you to all 
who attended, those who participated and 
those who organised the event, it was truly an 
excellent indication of a positive year ahead. 

The petition which has been underway for 
some time now, surrounding the issue of a 
National Day of Commemoration for the New 
Zealand Land Wars, has surpassed the target 
of ten thousand signatures and now qualifies 
for tabling in Parliament in Wellington.  This 
petition has been taken to a large number of 
public events including the Ngaruawāhia 
Regatta, the Polyfest in Auckland, the Kawhia 
Kai Festival and the Iwi Leaders Forum to 
name just a few. There must be a special 
mention to the staff who have supported this 
kaupapa so diligently; Mrs Linda Campbell and 
Mrs Mariana Papa. The students leading this 
are truly exceptionally committed, well done 
Leah Bell and Waimarama Anderson. The 
Member of Parliament for Hauraki-Waikato for 
Labour, Ms Nanaia Mahuta has offered to 
escort our students and present the petition to 
Parliament. As yet we do not know exactly who 
will accompany Leah and Waimarama on this 
journey, we do, however, celebrate this 
exceptionally determined effort that has been 
made by our students and all those supporting 
them. Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou katoa. 
 
The Ōtorohanga College Friends of the Sports 
Council continues to do wonderful work in the 
College providing resources, fundraising 
opportunities and support for the staff, coaches 
and managers involved in bringing so many 
sporting opportunities to our students. We are 
blessed to have such a dedicated body of 
parents and teachers making sure our tauira 
get the best deal possible in accessing a wide 
range of sporting codes and experiences.  
 
We have spent a lot of time these last few 
years trying to return some of the stories of the 
past to the College. Some of the stories, photos 
and explanations include information about the 
crest of our school, the dates of changes made 
to our name, different uses for various buildings 
and a lot of wonderful photos have been 
unearthed or donated and rehung in our 
hallways  and foyer. Most recently we have 
‘discovered’ the words for the school song 
which to our knowledge has not been sung for 
some decades. It is possible it was written in 
the 1950’s or 1960’s. If anyone has any more 
information about the song, we would love to 
hear it. Similarly, we are eager to research the 
Hostel.  

 



Week 1 Monday 20th April 

Thursday 23rd April 

Saturday 25th April 

First day Term Two 

BOT Meeting 

ANZAC Day 

Week 2 Saturday 2ndMay Netball Opening Day 

Week3  Friday 8th May Newsletter #4 

Week 4 Wednesday 13th May  

Thursday 14th May 

Friday 15th May 

Year 10 Vision Testing 

Auckland Writers Festival 

Senior Assessment Day One 

As many of you will know, we have a full Hostel 
and we are exploring ways to extend the Hostel 
to meet demand for the future. Planning is 
underway with local Members of Parliament and 
the initial explorations have begun. As we 
consider the possibility of the changes that may 
come to the Hostel in the future, we are also 
very eager to preserve the history of the Hostel 
and indeed to re-discover any stories or facts 
about its establishment that our community may 
hold. We welcome any contributions to this 
valuable and valued history of our Hostel and 
our school.  
 
Sporting, educational, academic and cultural 
activities are in full swing as we reach the end 
of this first term for 2015 and there is much 
information to be found within this newsletter, 
on the website and also on the four Facebook 

pages of the College. Enjoy reading our 
updates to you and as always continue to enjoy 
the wonderful young people who are our 
students. Have a safe and relaxing holiday and 
we look forward to welcoming you all back in 
Term Two. 
 
Mā te Atua koutou e manaaki e tiaki hoki/be 
blessed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tīmoti Harris 
Tūmuaki/Principal Ōtorohanga College 
 

PATHWAYS 

In conjunction with Te Wananga Aotearoa Te Kuiti a mini                
expo was held on Wednesday 25th March in the Hall.                
Students had the opportunity to see carving and also work with 
flax to make flowers in preparation for ANZAC Day                    
Commemorations.  Students enjoyed the practical and                
challenging task of making a few different types of flax flowers.   

 

 

 

Thanks to Doug Ruki and his team for allowing our students to have 
the opportunity to talk  tutors as well as past students.  It was nice 
to welcome back Anihana Hepi and Waimarama Anderson in their 
new learning pathway.    



 

 
Students Need To Attend College 

 
Attendance v Activity Participation at Ōtorohanga College 2015. 
 
The College attendance rates are set as a College Target for 2015. 
 
They are: 
 
Year 9 - 12 92% attendance including justified absence 
Year 13 85% attendance including justified absence 
 
If a student’s attendance falls below this they will not be permitted to 

 Attend the College Ball 
 Take an active part in away trips as part of the College's activity week 
 Be involved in leadership roles at the College's two Experience days 
 Involvement in other special events held within the College throughout the 2015 year 

Student involvement in Tournament Week, Gateway placements and Fieldtrips will be 
assessed on a case by case basis; suffice to say - students would only be considered for 
exclusion in these activities in exceptional circumstances, decided by the SMT of the 
College. 
 
All Deans will be asked to submit to the Principal in last week of each term, a list of any 
student who has attended 95% or more (each student to have their actual percentage stated 
up to 100%) and each of these students will receive a letter. 
 
These attendance expectations will be advised to parents in three newsletters of the 2015 
year; it will be stated at assemblies by Mr Hockly and communicated verbally by each year 
level Dean. 
 
Finally, all notes supplied to Whānau Teachers explaining a student’s absence must be 
dated and handed in within 10 school days of their returning to the College after absence. 
 
This procedure requires all Whānau Teachers and Deans to be accurate in roll markings and 
attendance totals and all lists of attendances will be displayed by each Dean in a set place in 
the College once a week so that students at that year level can check for accuracy and their 
accrued totals of attendance. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
Timoti Harris 
Tumuaki 
Ōtorohanga College 
March 2015 



A new school 

jacket is            

available for 

those chilly 

mornings next 

term at Haddads             

Menswear for 

$49-95 

STUDENT SERVICES 

Physiotherapist - Jane McIIroy 

Tuesday and Friday 

Make your appointment at the front office 

Doctor Wong’s Clinic 

Wednesday 9am – 11am 

Make your appointment at the front office 

Drug & Alcohol Counsellor – Marlene Thompson 

Thursday 

See your Dean to make an appointment 

Coaches, Managers and  Umpires are 

still required for netball.  If you would like 

to be  involved please contact                              

Tanchia Pitts-Brown at the College. 

        NOTICE BOARD  

College A & Jnr Development 
Netball Easter Raffle 

Thanks to those who supported our 

raffle.  Congratulations to our  two             

winners : 

Dion Pye  

Aylah-Rose Narbey-Nimeti                 

 

NEWSLETTERS 

From now on the newsletter will 

be emailed, however, hard            

copies are available from the  

College Office.  If you would like 

to be added to our email list 

please contact Renee at the                 

Office. 

SENIOR COLLEGE BALL                     

DATE IS  

FRIDAY 7th AUGUST 

Sports Fees: “PAY BEFORE PLAY” 
Unfortunately, Sport is a costly activity no 
matter where you go. Affiliation fees, 
grounds, equipment, uniforms, and 
transport fees need to be paid for and we 
try our hardest to keep these fees as low 
as possible.  Sport within our college is an              
extra-curricular activity therefore user must 
pay.  The fees for 2015 are as follows per 
player: 
 
Netball $60              Rugby $55 
Soccer $50                   Hockey $110 
Basketball approx. $30 -$40 (Price to be 
confirmed) 

WHAT’S ON IN AUGUST? 

The  College Sports Council is 

holding a Fundraiser Ball on   

Saturday 8th August with                  

proceeds going towards                        

promoting and enhancing sport  

in the College.  Kids! This one 

is for your Mums and Dads.  

Keep an eye out for updates next 

term. 



Thanks to Chris Lord for his ongoing support 

with our awesome website.   

 

 

PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

AND FRIENDLY SERVICE 

TO FARMERS AND BUSINESSES 

  

07 873 7325 Otorohanga 

FREEPHONE:  0800 482 928 

  

info@baileyingham.co.nz 

  

Thanks to Lauran Robinson for her support with             

photographing events to be used for a range of                  

school media. 

 Greg Smith 

SALES MANAGER 

greg@patprescott.co.nz 

T:     07 873 8522 

M:   027 439 8185 

Prescott Toyota 

152 Maniapoto Street 

Otorohanga 3900 

www.prescott.toyota.co.nz 



RETIREMENT 

MR KEN DRUMMOND 

In 1987 Ken Drummond successfully applied for the position of 
HOD Physical Education at Ōtorohanga College. Packing his 
family that included daughters Kerri and Stacy for the journey 
north, a 28-year association dedicated to the students in his care 
was about to begin.  
  
His arrival in Ōtorohanga holds a special memory for Ken. The 
small town grapevine set out to welcome the golfing enthusiast 
with a few rounds at Waitomo, and so began lifelong friendships 
with Dave Bean, Jack Davidson, and John Paitai.  Ken’s arrival 
also coincided with the departure of a teacher from the                 
Mathematics Department and recognising in Ken the capacity to 
manage two Maths classes on top of his Physical Education      
responsibilities, Principal Graham Falloon made the variance to 
his job description.  
 
South Island schools provided Ken Drummond with many opportunities to ground his skills as a                    
Primary trained teacher. Following in the footsteps of his father, he spent three years of bonded service 
at Westport North before moving to Westport South for a further three years. Teaching Special Needs 
children and developing a special empathy for them, Ken was then to move on as a Senior teacher of 
Year 8 students at Tapawera Area School. His Maths skills were soon tapped and when his Year 8   
students went off to Manual and Art Classes, Ken was assigned to teach Year 11 Maths. No one was 
to know that this background of experience was to slot neatly into roles he was to fulfil along his new 
pathway. 
 
Ken’s twenty eight years at Ōtorohanga College adds up to a marvellous summary of exemplary                  
dedication and commitment.  
 
Seventeen valuable years were spent in the PE Department, where certain activities still dot the annual 
calendar to this day. These include the business of running Swimming and Athletics Sports Days,             
organising winter and summer sports codes, and organising Cross Country Championship Courses. 
However, something that today’s students have not had the pleasure to experience is the annual              
overnight sports exchanges that used to be held with Waitara High School.  
 
During these years with the PE Department, Ken began his work as a Junior Dean and organised                    
end-of year camps, to Epworth, on the banks of the Waikato River and later at Tui Ridge, on the                 
outskirts of Rotorua. It is said that Ken hardly slept a wink while on camp as he would bunk in his van 
so as not to disturb others while he kept night watch over his students.  
 
The move into the Maths Department saw a further twelve years’ service notched up. During the three 
years he spent as Head of Department Ken gave up the role of Junior Dean, but resumed it in the latter 
years of his Maths term.   
 
Rolling back the years and trying to figure out just exactly how he fitted in everything he did is mind 
boggling. The school bus controller, the 2

nd
 XV Rugby Coach, the Tournament Week Soccer team 

manager, the rugby referee, the co-ordinator’s right hand man for overseas school trips to Australia, 
England and Canada, the backstage manager for countless school productions, the organiser of                
annual Sports Prizegiving ceremonies, the trophy manager for Senior and Junior Prizegiving, the 
school time-tabler, and the best gluten-free banana muffin maker had all been wrapped up in one 
mighty man whose constant demeanour rarely changed. Consistent, calm, caring and kind sums him 
up perfectly. 
 



Taking into account that at various times he served the Waitomo Golf Club as Club Captain, Vice Pres-
ident and President; and that his membership of the Ōtorohanga Referees Association is ongoing 
since it began in 1990, we can only further marvel at the remarkable contributions he made to the com-
munity of Ōtorohanga.  
 
A true champion with integrity and humility; diligence and loyalty; deserves to be celebrated, but Ken 
would always shun the limelight. Instead, he would much prefer to turn the spotlight on others. This 
brings to mind his very first School Certificate Maths class with star students Tania Norton, Megan Pye, 
Wayne Lupton, Blair Graham, Gavin Lupton, the Kenny twins and Angela Walmsley. By today’s NCEA 
standards he believes they had the Excellence factor. 
 
Ken almost did not fulfil his dream to be a teacher. He raced through his Teacher’s Training gathering 
C’s and D’s for his assignments. In his third and final year, when he was near to being guided to get 
another job, he credits his rescue to a particular lecturer who identified that Ken had difficulty with ex-
pressing his thoughts and ideas through writing.  And so it was that a tape recorder was placed before 
him and Ken was permitted thereafter to voice record his responses to his assignments. When C’s and 
D’s soon became A’s, a dream soon became a reality. 
 
For someone who ‘just wanted to be a teacher Ken almost did not make it, but he went on to set the 
bar high for aspiring teachers. His departure from  Ōtorohanga College will have a huge impact on his                         
colleagues and students, who will miss among many things, his ability to run a tight ship, creating order 
from chaos with assertive                   
understanding.   
 
Retirement is an opportunity to 
set new goals and it is highly   
likely that Ken’s will be family-
oriented. For his wife Jean, their 
daughters and nine much-loved 
grandchildren their rock will be 
around a lot more providing       
backyard fun and laughter, plus 
some free maths tutoring and golf 
lessons. 
  
Farewell Ken. 
 



 

The Parent Portal enables parents/caregivers to track their child’s progress in a 
number of ways including live attendance information and academic achievement. 
 
Parents/caregivers are able to see the following data: 

 Personal Details 

 Timetable 

 Attendance 

 NCEA Summary 

 NCEA Current Year Results 

 NCEA All Results 

 Fees 
 
Follow the three steps below using your unique username and password . 
 

1. Enter the web address www.otocoll.school.nz into the address bar 
2. Click on Parent Portal 
3. To obtain information about your child enter the unique username and 

password at the login section   
 
Lyndsay Kurth 
Deputy Principal, Learning 

 



 

 

NCEA FEES 
2015 NCEA Qualifications 

 
There is a standard annual fee which students must pay to have their results recorded on 
their Record Of Achievement and for the awarding of qualifications.  Candidates who do not 
pay fees are not eligible to: 

 have results transferred to their Record Of Achievement, which only indicates the 
results for which payment has been received 

 have NCEAs or other National Certificates or UE awarded, because unpaid results 
are not on the Record Of Achievement 

The fee is collected by the College and forwarded to NZQA.   Fees are due by Monday 31st 
August 2015.  If the fee is not paid by this date a candidate will have to pay NZQA directly 
using the School Candidate Form – Payment Of NZQA Fees.  You can get this form from 
Mrs Kurth.  After the 1st December, NZQA will add a $50.00 late fee. 

 
How Much Does It Cost? 

The following fee structure applies for 2015 (GST inclusive):  

  Entry for all NZQF standards and up to 3 Scholarship  subjects           $76.70 

Additional Scholarship entries                         $76.70 per subject 

 
Can I Get Help To Pay? 

To be eligible to apply for financial assistance you must be the fee payer and able to meet at 
least one of the following criteria:  

 Be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit (benefit-based applications). 
 

 Have a joint family income that would entitle the applicant to receive a Community 
Services Card from Work and Income (income-based applications).  

 

 Be a fee payer with two or more children who are candidates irrespective of family 
income, where the total fees you would have to pay would otherwise be more than 
the $200 multiple candidate maximum. 

 

How Do I Get Help To Pay? 
To get financial assistance you have to fill in a Financial Assistance form and hand it in to 
the College Office.  You can get this form from the Office or Mrs Kurth. 

 
FEES ARE DUE BY MONDAY 31ST August 

 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the College. 

 
Lyndsay Kurth 
Deputy Principal, Learning 
 
 

 



 

National Certificate Of Educational Achievement 

NCEA 

Your Questions Answered 
 

How Much Does NCEA Cost? 
 

There is a standard annual fee which students must pay to have their results recorded on their Record 

Of Achievement and for the awarding of qualifications.  Candidates who do not pay fees are not eligible 

to: 

 have results transferred to their Record Of Achievement, which only indicates the results for 

which payment has been received 

 have NCEAs or other National Certificates or UE awarded, because unpaid results are not on the 

Record Of Achievement 

 

The fee is collected by the College and forwarded to NZQA.  Fees are due by Monday 31st August 

2015.  If the fee is not paid by this date a candidate will have to pay NZQA directly using the School 

Candidate Form – Payment Of NZQA Fees.  You can get this form from Mrs Kurth.  After the 1st 

December, NZQA will add a $50.00 late fee. 

 

To be eligible to apply for financial assistance you must be the fee payer and able to meet at least one 

of the following criteria:  

 Be receiving a Work and Income or Study Link benefit (benefit-based applications). 

 

 Have a joint family income that would entitle the applicant to receive a Community Services Card 

from Work and Income (income-based applications).  

 

 Be a fee payer with two or more children who are candidates irrespective of family income, 

where the total fees you would have to pay would otherwise be more than the $200 multiple 

candidate maximum. 

 

To get financial assistance you have to fill in a Financial Assistance form and hand it in to the College 

Office.  You can get this form from the Office or Mrs Kurth. 

 

How Does The College Ensure A Student’s Work Is Their Own?  
 
This is called AUTHENTICITY.  A student is required to sign a declaration that each piece of work 

submitted for assessment is their own. 

 

When marked work is returned to a student, teachers will clarify with them any concerns about 

authenticity that have developed as a result of the assessment task. 

 

Where a breach in authenticity is detected the Head Of Faculty will refer the matter to the Principal’s 

Nominee.  

 



 

What Happens If An Emergency Prevents A Student From 

Sitting Their Exams At The End Of The Year? 
 

This is called a DERIVED GRADE and is available if a student is entered for an External Examination and 

for an approved reason is unable to attend.  If this happens the student must see the Principal’s 

Nominee as soon as possible.  The Principal’s Nominee will collect standard specific evidence to support 

their application. 

 

What Happens If A Student Is Absent For An Assessment? 
 
BEFORE: If a student knows in advance that they will be absent for an assessment they can make an 

application for another opportunity or an extension of the assessment date using the LEAVE OF 

ABSENCE FORM available from the Principal’s Nominee. 

 

AFTER: If a student is unable to attend an assessment opportunity or hand in an assessment on the due 

date because of illness or another unexpected event they can make an application for another 

opportunity or an extension of the assessment date using the MISSED OR LATE ASSESSMENT FORM 

available from the Principal’s Nominee.  

 

What Happens If A Student Submits Late Work? 

 
Late assessments are not accepted unless covered by a medical certificate which explains why it was not 

possible for a student’s work to be presented on the due date.  Late work will receive a Not Achieved 

grade unless they have applied to the Principal’s Nominee for an extension using the MISSED OR LATE 

ASSESSMENT FORM. 

 

What Happens If A Student Believes They Have Been Treated 

Unfairly In An Assessment? 

 
They have the right to an APPEAL.  If a student has a question about the marking of an Internal 

assessment they should discuss this with their classroom teacher at the time their work is returned or 

within two school days. 

 

If a student is still dissatisfied with the outcome they must complete Section A of the NCEA 

ASSESSMENT APPEAL FORM, which can be obtained from the Principal’s Nominee, within five days of 

having their work returned. 

 

The Principal’s Nominee will then investigate, consulting with the Head Of Faculty and the Appeals 

Committee. 

 

 



 

How To Support Your Child’s NCEA Study 
 
The more parents know about NCEA, the more they are able to help their children to succeed.  Discuss your child’s 

needs and aspirations with teachers – they are there to help and answer any questions you have.  With NCEA, students 

work throughout the year.  Be sure to know when your child’s Internal assessments are as well as when the External 

examinations are at the end of the year. 

If you have any NCEA questions please contact Mrs Kurth, Principal’s Nominee, at the College. 

 
 

How Is High Achievement Recognised? 

 
NCEA qualifications can be endorsed with Merit or Excellence to reflect high achievement. 

 

Certificate Endorsement is where a student gains 50 or more credits at Excellence level over all the 

courses they are studying, their NCEA certificate will be endorsed with Excellence.  If a student gains 

50 or more credits at Merit and Excellence then their NCEA certificate will be endorsed with Merit. 

 

Course Endorsement is where a student gains 14 or more credits at Excellence in a course in a single 

year, they will be awarded an Excellence endorsement in that course; or a Merit endorsement if they 

gain 14 or more credits at Merit or a mix of Merit and Excellence.  At least three of these credits must 

be from externally assessed standards. 

 
How Does A Student Know That They Are Given The Grade They 

Are Told? 

 
Students’ GRADES will be recorded by their course teacher in KAMAR, the College’s software. 

 

Students will be provided with a printout of their individual data to enable them to check the accuracy 

of the data entered. 

 

Does A Student Get To Sit An Assessment Again If They Gain A 

Not Achieved Grade? 
 

This is called a RESUBMISSION when a student has the opportunity to correct simple errors or 

omissions in their assessed work that they have discovered for themself. 

 

A FURTHER ASSESSMENT OPPORTUNITY is when a new quality assured assessment is provided for a 

student after the first assessment opportunity and further teaching and learning has taken place.  A 

student can have up to one further assessment opportunity per standard per year.  This could be a new 

test, a new writing topic or a new research topic. 

 



MCQUILKIN CUP—RUGBY 
The McQuilkin Cup took place at Ōtorohanga College today in beautiful summer conditions. This              
allowed for all teams to play positive rugby and throw the ball around.  The McQuilkin Cup, named            
after Noel McQuilkin was  donated in 2007 by the King Country Rugby Football Union (KCRFU)  as a 
thank you to Noel McQuilkin for all he had done for King Country Rugby.  Mr McQuilkin was King 
Country rugby and is still held in high esteem in the rugby world.  It was decided the Cup would move 
around the King Country Secondary Schools, with the winning team hosting it the following year.   

Ōtorohanga College were last years winners and were looking to defend their title. 

With a new look side for 2015, Ōtorohanga College started against Te Kuiti blooding some new                 
combinations. Early in the game we received 
a crucial blow losing key playmaker Josh              
Kenny to a leg injury. The game was tight, 
however, Te Kuiti were able to capitalise on 
some field position and get the only try of the 
match to get the win 7-0. The close games 
continued as Ōtorohanga College again 
went down by a single try against                          
Taumaranui 5-0 and then by a single point to 
Taupo-nui-a-Tia 8-7. The luck finally turned 
around and against Pio Pio and Tauhara 
Ōtorohanga College were able to play some 
excellent rugby and recorded two                                     
comfortable wins. Kiso Eti, Junior Terepita, 
Tremont Rhind-Williams and captain Drew 
Narbey-Nimeti worked hard all day. While 
senior players like Phil Lord and Kalani Hepi 
also made good contributions. It was great to 
see the new players in the 1st XV stepping 
up for the first time and playing well.                    
Especially Te Oru Te Huia, Daytona Clarke, 
Kevin Pungatara, Dallas Maguire and Liam 
Fox. Te Kuiti were the eventual winners of 
the McQuilkin Cup. They deserved their title 
as 2015 champions. 

Since the inception of the Cup in 2007 the 
winners have been as follows: 

2007 Tauhara 

2008 Ōtorohanga College 

2009 Ōtorohanga College 

2010 Taupo-nui-a-Tia 

2011 Taupo-nui-a-Tua 

2012 Tauhara 

2013 Taupo-nui-a-Tia 

2014 Ōtorohanga College 

2015 Te Kuiti High School 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLEGE WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK PAGES 
www.otocoll.school.nz    

http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege  
http://www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre  

https://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports  
http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeHostel 

http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollege
http://www.facebook.com/pathwaycentre
https://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeSports
http://www.facebook.com/OtorohangaCollegeHostel


MATHS FACULTY 
 

4 – 2 + 1 – 1 + 2 = 4 
 

The Ōtorohanga College Mathematics Department is going through both sad and exciting changes 
over the next couple of months. 

Mr Rob Shirley has left on his long awaited OE with his wife Sue. They will be seeing many places in 
Africa and Europe. Certain to be a highlight, will be the visits to battles sites at Gallipoli, Flanders and 
elsewhere in Europe. We farewelled Mr Shirley in Week 7 of this term, and look forward to hearing 
about his travels. 

We also have to say “au revoir” to Mr Ken Drummond due to retirement at the end of Term 1. He has 
given Ōtorohanga College 28 years wonderful service, of which there is too much to celebrate that can 
be included here. There will no doubt be features on Mr Drummond’s time at the College in future 
newsletters. 

However, we are lucky that Mr Drummond has offered to help out for the duration of Term 2 while Mrs 
Stacey Eggers is on leave. Yes, Mrs Eggers will be kept busy during Term 2 caring for a newborn             
baby girl! This is a wonderful occasion for Mrs Eggers and we are thrilled for her and her family. 

With at least two people leaving the College, it is therefore necessary to welcome two new teachers to 
the Ōtorohanga College Mathematics Department. We are delighted that Mr Brendon Mudge has 
agreed to join us as a fulltime Mathematics teacher. While Mr Mudge’s mathematical ability is widely 
known, he is now able to use his great rapport with students, established over the last few years, to 
help them learn the mathematics skills that he has mastered. It is certain that with his professional          
experiences, Mr Mudge will add both practical, and traditionally conceptual, contexts to his classes 
learning. 

We are also pleased that Mr James Buckley will be joining us in Week 3 of Term 2. He will initially take 
Mrs Eggers classes till she returns from maternity leave and then teach most of the classes that Mr 
Drummond is presently teaching for the rest of the year. Mr Buckley has lived in Ōtorohanga for over  
8 years and is well known by many students and parents as an “awesome guy”.  

Mr Newton will not be moving or changing roles, other than to say that he does appear to have                
become more intelligent and good looking during his time at the College.  

NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS DAY 
On Thursday 26th March a total of 11 Senior   
Student Leaders travelled to Auckland to the            
National Young Leaders Day.   Leaving at 6.30 
a.m. and returning at 4.45 p.m. meant it was a 
long day, with a number of Leaders then being 
hosts at Parent Teacher Interviews that evening.  
There were a number of guest speakers, but the 
best one by far was Mark Inglis.  He is a double 
amputee, the first and only double amputee to 
climb the summit of Mt Everest.  His story was   
inspirational because he said “there are no             
excuses in life not to be able to achieve                 
something.”  Jamie McDowell a well known New 
Zealand singer and songwriter sang for us and 
she was amazing for a person so young.   



         Falloon House  

Taihape Area School Exchange 
Kia ora everyone, it is our great pleasure to share with you all a little of the great experience we were privileged 

to have experienced when we had the fantastic honour of hosting the Taihape Area Schools 1st XV and Senior A 

Netball teams over-night from their arrival on Saturday the 21st March at 4.00pm to their departure on Sunday 

the 22nd March at 2.00pm.  Needless to say that all concerned thoroughly enjoyed the exchange and all agree 

that all and every objective, goal and aspiration was well and truly achieved with distinction.  

The Hostel wishes to express it’s deep gratitude to Uncle Morris  and Aunty Maureen Tuaupiki who, along with 

cousin Mrs Shelly Noble of Taihape, planted a thought, a seed, that grew into the superb event we all experi-

enced. We are indebted to you all and are now planning a return visit that we hope Uncle Morris and Aunty 

Maureen will consider joining us on. Kei ngaku whakaruruhau,  ngaku huuanga, nei ra te karamihi aroha, te kar-

amihi maioha, te  karamihi rire rire. As always our final thanks go to the  Tamariki of Kaainga Rua and their fam-

ilies for their unswerving faith, their outstanding courage and their fierce devotion to always representing their 

home, their whanau and themselves with integrity, aplomb and humility.  Ka mau kee te wehi. 

 

 



 



ENGLISH FACULTY 
 

We are firm believers that writing is its own reward in the English Department, however, we do believe 
that the passion, dedication and motivation for writing must be recognised. This year we are setting up 
a writing rewards system that honours those students who have persevered and put a lot of effort into 
their writing across the Junior school. It is imperative that students practise their writing in order to best 
prepare themselves for the demands of NCEA in their Senior years. 

 “Exercise the writing muscle every day, even if it is only a letter, notes, 
a list, a character sketch, a journal entry. Writers are like dancers, like 
athletes. Without that exercise, the muscles seize up”  - Jane Yolen.  

We congratulate Aaliyah Te Paa (Year 9) and Ashlee Hawkes-Board (Year 10) for their originality and 
flair with the following pieces. Enjoy!  

Kristen Joyes 
HOD English. 

 
 

Creative Writing 
 
I stand there cold like an icecube straight out of 
the freezer.  It’s pitch black, the only lights     
surrounding me are the ones on posts hanging 
above my head.  It seems all spooky like.  I  
carry on walking.  I stop.  I swear I just heard 
faint footsteps coming from behind.  I couldn’t 
bear to look behind.  So, slowly I start walking 
again, only this time picking up my pace a bit.  
There, I heard it again.  I stop.  This time,               
having the courage to turn around I finally do 
and I find myself looking down at a sad and  
depressed little Chihuahua.  I flap my arms up 
and down telling it to shoo, get lost.  It didn’t 
even flinch, it just sat there staring at me with 
its big brown sad eyes.  Until I noticed                 
something, something sparkling around its neck 
every time the light caught it.  No.  It couldn’t 
be.  I leant forward and lay it in my hands to in-
spect it closer and sure enough in my hands I 
was holding the stolen necklace.  This necklace 
had belonged to Summer Goldfield who had 
been wearing it when she was murdered.  The 
killer had obviously stolen it and probably tried 
to sell it for money, but didn’t succeed.  But 
how did this dog end up with it I asked myself? 
 
I wake up to the sound of a police sirens getting 
louder the closer they come.  I feel for my 
glasses struggling to find them.  Ah, at last I  
find them.  The first thought that comes to my 
mind is where that dog it.  “Precious, Precious!”  
 

 
 
I call, but she doesn’t come running like she 
usually does.  “Oh no,” I say.  The only thing I 
can see now is police busting down the door 
and rushing towards me.  “Zero Smith, you are 
arrested for the murder of Summer Goldfield”. 
“What”, I blurt out in confusion.  “I didn’t murder  
her, I swear, I’ve been framed”.  “If you didn’t 
murder her how do you explain this?”  he says, 
holding up the necklace that belonged to her 
and handcuffing me at the same time.  “That’s 
not mine, a dog was wearing it I swear” I plead.  
It doesn’t work.  “Off to the police station we 
go”, the police officer says.  I try to keep telling 
them it wasn’t me, but they don’t listen.  I’ve 
been framed, I am sure of it. 
 
“Full name and date of birth please”, the police 
officer asks me.  “Zero John Smith and 
9.5.1995” I say.  “That’ll be it for today Zero, 
thank you guards take him back to his cell”, he 
ordered.  “I demand to see a lawyer”.  You’ll be 
appointed a lawyer tomorrow for your court 
hearing.  In the meantime, get some rest”.  
Then the cell door slammed shut.  
 
Aaliyah Te Paa (Yr 9) 
 
 



ENGLISH FACULTY 

 
Remember to Forget 

 

 
 



THANK YOU MRS PITTS-BROWN 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where would our school sport be without the amazing Tanchia Pitts-Brown?   
Tanchia’s commitment to sport in our school is evident by the extraordinary hours she puts in over and 
above what is employed or expected of her.  Tanchia ensures all sporting opportunities are made 
available to students, no matter what  their interests are.  Teams and Individual athletes have equal 
opportunities to participate in their chosen sport.  Organising and coordinating over 300 athletes during 
the year is no mean feat and Tanchia does it so efficiently.  Chasing up subscriptions, issuing uni-
forms, driving athletes, organising huge events such as hosting the McQuilkin Cup with the King Coun-
try Rugby Football Union, finding and assigning coaches and managers, working with a wide range of 
different groups and far to many other tasks to mention.  Tanchia’s positive attitude, passion and en-
thusiasm for young people in sport means our students are well and truly catered for and looked after.   
 
At Ōtorohanga College we applaud and appreciate Tanchia and know she is put under pressure with 
demands made on her.  Meeting deadlines for entries to higher level competition days, especially after 
our Athletics and   Swimming Sports, often only having a two day turn around before having permis-
sion slips, entries and travel all organised are only a few.  With winter sports upon us Tanchia has 
meetings every interval with students organising their winter sports fees, teams and uniforms.  Tanchia 
is always obliging when requests are made of her at short notice.  At lunchtime Tanchia is seen out 
organising and participating in a range of sporting activities with students from Year 9-13.  We know 
we are lucky to have a sports coordinator who is as dedicated and passionate as she is.                  
“You are a treasured taonga, credit where credit is due Tanchia.”   
 
Thanks again Tanchia, we hope you can take some well earned time to relax over the holidays before 
being thrown back into the whirlwind of winter sport.    



EXPERIENCE ANOTHER CULTURE, MAKE NEW FRIENDS  

IMPROVE YOUR LANGUAGE STUDIES AT HOME  

In June we will be receiving exchange students from Europe, South America, Australia and the US. 
Our new arrivals will live with a host family and attend a local school for 2 or 10 months. As we plan for 
their arrival, we are keen to hear from suitable families who might be interested to host a student.  

Host families come in all shapes and sizes, backgrounds and ages. To this end, we would be grateful 
if you would place a notice in your newsletter or mention it on your website. You can download the 
newsletter notice here in Word format or as a PDF.  
 
All students have at least basic levels of English, would attend a school in your local area and live the 
life of a local. Our group of students are very creative and mature, and lead active lives in their home 
country.  Whether that be sport, music or art.  The profiles also reveal a talented group of 'chefs' keen 
to show off their culinary skills.   If you would like to provide your students, parents or language teach-
ers with further information on our inbound students you can view some student profiles on our web-
site.  Our staff members will be happy to discuss which student might be best suited to a family.    

Hosting an exchange student can be a truly rewarding experience. It allows a family to experience a 
foreign culture first hand, be exposed to a new language and pass on a bit of our own culture. They 
might even make a friend for life! 

As host mum Trudie, from Auckland, commented, �Hosting�opens�your�mind�to�all�sorts�of�thinking�and�
all�sorts�of�possibilities. �I�cannot�recommend�it�highly�enough. �If�you�have�the�opportunity�to�host,�just�
do�it".� 

Trudie and husband Shawn found the experience extremely satisfying.   Shawn commented, �We�are�
so�lucky�to�have�Claire�come�stay�with�us. �She�is�wonderful. �Claire�fits�in�easily�with�family�life�and�
adapted�well�to�preparing�her�own�breakfast�and�lunch�during�the�week. �She�was�very�happy�to�'hang�
out'�with�the�family,�prepare�meals�and�assist�in�clearing�up�after�meals."� 
You can watch the full video from our website:  www.studentexchange.org.nz/videos/#Hosting Fami-
lies 
 
Student Exchange Australia New Zealand is a not-for-profit organisation registered with the New Zea-
land Ministry of Education. You can find out more about our organisation by visiting 
www.studentexchange.org.nz.   
If your students and families have any questions about hosting an exchange student or would like to 
view profiles of students arriving from other countries, they can respond to this email, call our office on 
0800 440 079 or visit our website. Our staff members will be happy to discuss which student might be 
best suited to their family. No obligation.  
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

Sandra Harders 
Hosting Coordinator 
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http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/2150640/9a81978cz.docx
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/2071242/9a819132t7.pdf
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/1375720/9a81913dtf.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/1375720/9a81913dtf.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/2078550/9a8195k8f.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/2078550/9a8195k8f.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/103806/9a81915mn8.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/1401063/9a819qcvh.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/737445/9a8191fkg.html
http://manage.sendandreceive.com.au/ch/8216/2df588t/737445/9a8191fkg-1.html


ICC WORLD CUP CRICKET FLAG BEARERS 
 
This would be a world cup with a lot of twists, turns, drama and cricketing brilliance. Martin Guptils 
double hundred against the West Indies,Tim Southees 5 wicket bag against the poms and the             
Blackcaps nail biting win over Australia in pool play were highlights for New Zealand, however, making 
the final for the first time ever was truly special. We tripped up at the final hurdle, but our players are 
still heroes for the way the played the game and the results they achieved. 
 
On those beautiful days at Seddon Park in Hamilton our lucky students soaked up the atmosphere and 
experience. A highlight for our group was sharing the field with the Blackcaps while our anthem played 
to the capacity crowd and billions viewed from around the world. Opening bowler Trent Bolt even 
cheekily said to Jess Russell not to take his treasured hat when he took it off for the anthem. We 
rubbed shoulders with Sir 
Richard Hadlee as he led us 
on the field. Our students 
were wonderful  ambassadors 
for our school and                        
community.  
 
I congratulate all of them for 
their     fantastic contribution 
to the world cup. To Holly, 
Jess, Kate, Tori, Quinn, Alex, 
Liam, Mitchell, Jake and Josh 
we say well done and thank 
you. Also a huge thank you    
to Tony Russell who helped 
coordinate the group and did 
an awesome job helping in 
other areas. Thanks to the 
parents that joined us on the 
grass bank to be part of the 
occasion. 
 
 
 
 



SCIENCE FACULTY 
 

Year 12 Biology students are currently investigating the change in the species composition with an 
increase in altitude and a change in environmental conditions.  

On Tuesday students walked up to the summit of Mt Pirongia and investigated the change in the              
number and density of nikau palms 
and tree ferns between heights 330m 
and 850m. It was a bit of a challenge 
for most of us, but we manage to               
obtain valuable data, had a few laughs 
and slips. It was an amazing feeling 
reaching the top and appreciating   
stunning views of the KING COUNTRY 
and beyond.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Practices have been going twice weekly and the group is gelling well. Our members from Te Wharekura o 

Maniapoto attended the Secondary Schools’ Waka Ama Nationals last week, but with tutors on the trip with 

them, they have not missed a beat with kapahaka.  

 

WĀNANGA CALENDAR 

Just to jog everyone’s memory, here is the calendar below.  

 

 

MONSTER HAMPER RAFFLE 

Many thanks to the students who helped us raise $500 for our group.  
 
WĀNANGA ARRANGEMENTS FOR 10 – 12 APRIL 
10 April  Friday  9.00am Arrive and book in at the Hostel. Full practices  
11 April  Saturday 8.00am Breakfast then on the floor. All day  
12 April  Sunday 6.30am Hangi Fundraiser to be prepared, cooked and served by Whānau Support 

Group.   
200 tickets at $12 each. Hangi to be served at 2.00pm 

8.00 am Breakfast then on the floor 
1.00pm Lunch and clean up 
 
FUNDRAISING PLANS 
During the weekend 10 – 12 April there are plans to complete two fundraisers.  
A mini concert in the Waitomo Caves in the afternoon of Friday 10 April is earmarked as a 

possibility. For one hour’s entertainment we will be fortunate to be given a generous koha. Transport to the 
caves will be taken care of by hiring vans from Ōtorohanga Machinery if the Ōtorohanga College vans are not 
available. 

A hangi with tickets selling at $12 is our next fundraiser. Any Whānau willing to volunteer 
to help prepare, cook and serve the hangi can just turn up at the College Hall on Sunday 12 April around 
6.30am in the morning. 

 
POUKAI AT TE TOKANGANUI-A-NOHO 
 
A small contingent attended the poukai on Sunday 29 March. They helped set tables and 

entertained the visitors at lunch. Being a first-time experience for some, we expect they will persuade others to 
join them in future years in support of our host at Te Kuiti. We would like to send our many thanks to all of you 
who braved the rain. 

 
 CONCLUSION 
 
You may be wondering why we need to fundraise so much. Essentially it is so that we do 

not have to ask our students to pay more than $10 each for the season of practices and their on-stage                        
performance in May. 

 

Wānanga 2 Ōtorohanga College Hostel/Hall 10 – 12 April 

Wānanga 3 Mokau Kohunui Marae, Piopio 01 – 03 May 

Wānanga 4 Waipātoto Marae, Ōpārure 08 – 12 May (includes Monday and 
Tuesday) 

Noho Te Keeti Marae 15  - 16 May before going to 
Claudelands 

 

Te Waikowharawhara 

 



FABRIC AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 

The Food and Fabric Department are really lucky to offer 3 different subject lines at senior level. 
These include Fabric Technology, Food Technology and Hospitality.  We run Hospitality courses at 
Level 1 and 2 that offer industry work based credits, which are essential credits that employers look for 
when hiring employees.  Examples of jobs that you could progress onto once completing these                
courses include training as a chef, a cook, coffee making or barista, table service to name but a few. 
Last year we had a number of students that completed either their Level 1 or 2 Cookery Schools              
Certificates.  These students completed a number of units such as food safety, meat, knife skills, salad 
making, hot finger food and sandwich making to name but a few. These students were acknowledged 
and presented with their certificates at last weeks school assembly. 
 
Those students that received  their Level 1 Cookery Schools certificates were: 
Casey Toa 
Nicole Bond 
Holly Carr-Paterson 
Zoe Henderson 
Tai Te Ariki Jones 
Alicia Kelly 
Te Ara Kupe 
Savana Pye Koroheke 
Lisa Rangitaawa 
Filma Tapara 
Te Kahu Whatarangi 
Bailee Van der Heyden 
Georgia Goddard 
 
Those students that received their Level 2 Cookery Schools certificates were: 
Molly Crook 
Courtney Welch 
Grayson Fortis 
Dayna Fox 
Toni Hawkes-Board 
Hope Lucock 
Hami McDonald 
Drew Narbey-Nimeti 
Matt O’Reilly 
Nicholas Peters 
Liam Simmons 
Sharnay Toa 
Ryan Tucker 
Reagan Read 
Olivia Kersten 
Tatai Kerr-Tuaupiki 
Mason Hughes-Rehu 
Te Aroha Damora-Ridings 
 
If you are interested in pursuing any of these courses in the near future, please feel free to see Mrs 
Thomas at any time. Thanks, 
Mrs Thomas (formerly known as Miss Draper) 

 
 
 
 
 



We have just finished hosting our last event for this term and without 
sounding repetitious the day was an “awesome one”. No, we didn’t retain 
the McQuilkin cup but we can all stand proud of our boys who tried                   
exceptionally hard out there.  At the end of the day the better team won  
and we would like to congratulate Te Kuiti High School as first time                   
winners. This win also means we don’t have to travel too far next year 
which is a bonus.  

Our Sevens girls have come ahead in leaps and bounds. It was pleasing to see the girls never gave 
up. With 12 new players to the game we always knew this would be their developing year.   
It was a long day setting everything up and I must thank Phil Lord and some of our student leaders for 
a great job with their help in setting up and dismantling all the much needed shade today. Thanks to 
Paul Kenny also assisting with setting up the fields. The grounds looked amazing and it was pleasing 
to hear our visitors delighted with our setup. I know that it’s sometime a part of our jobs, but I would 
also like to extend extra thanks to both Mike Smith and Andrew Court, their support in those little ex-
tras went a very long way. Thank you. 
It has been a colossal term and both the students and staff are looking forward to a well-earned break.  
But before we do this we do have a couple more celebrations to share with you all …unfortunately 
winning the Cricket World Cup wasn’t one of them.  Bring on the Rugby World Cup! 
 
Teams Triathlon: 
Two weeks ago we sent five teams to compete in our annual Waikato Secondary Schools Teams Tri-
athlon. We always try our best and it gives me great pleasure to share their success story. Four of our 
teams finally made it to the podium and our fifth team finishing not too far away. We are all very proud 
of them because they have put in the hard yards and trained for this event.  

SPORTS CORNER 

Junior Girls 3rd place: 
Jessica Russell, Mikyla Barnes 

and last minute replacement  
runner Charmaine Sheffield 

Senior Boys 3rd place: 
Grayson Fortis,                               
Tylinne Jenkins,                              
Liam Simmons 

Junior Boys 2nd place: 
Harry Sheehy,                                        

Peta Pitts-Brown,                                
Dion Pye  

   

Intermediate Girls 2nd place: 
Shannon Hofer-Nigg,                          

Sophie Carr-Paterson,                              
Kairangi Anderson, 

 

 



Waikato Secondary Schools & Thames Valley Tennis: 
On the same day of the teams Triathlon, Ethan and James Udy, Jan Borer and Lily Carr-Paterson 
competed in the Waikato & Thames Valley Secondary School Tennis Championship. Well done to Lily 
Carr-Paterson for her 2nd placing in the Junior Girls Singles.  
 
Cricket Season: 
1

st
 XV Boys 

Our first two games of the term began nervously with team members quickly finding their place in the 
team that was competently captained by Liam Fox.  The Ōtorohanga College 1

st
 XI won 5 out of their 

7 matches.  Ōtorohanga College finished 2
nd

 in their pool play and played with real grit.  There were 
many highlights and it was an exciting introduction to the boys’ Saturday play: 
  
Alex Bell, Josh Kenny, Danny Wylie, Harry Anglesey and Liam Fox were outstanding in their fieldwork, 
taking many catches that subsequently sealed the fate of the opposition.  Standout batting                           
performances were achieved by Danny Wylie, Jake Marcroft, Josh Kenny and Mitchell                             
Dickson.   Charlie Waretini provided some very consistent bowling, batting and fielding performances 
being one of the team’s best and most selfless all-rounders, along with Drew Narbey-
Nimeti. Enthusiasm and passion for the game from Nick Peters resulted in solid field work, taking a 
catch that said goodbye to Te Aroha College’s strong opening batsman.  Newcomer Grayson Fortis 
took four impressive wickets in one match, winning himself and the team, their first hat-trick.  Team 
‘slogger’ Max McConnell showed great improvement in his batting, gaining in runs each game and 
earning the respect of his team members.  Connor Brownlee and Heremia Koroheke showed commit-
ment and loyalty to the team throughout the term.  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
The boys were a pleasure to manage, represented Ōtorohanga College with much with pride and 
bring on the 2015/16 season!!! Mrs�Lorraine�Fox 
 
Girls Cricket 
The Girls Cricket Team played in the Waikato Valley Secondary Girls Competition which was on Tues-
day afternoons. Top run scorers were Quinn who averaged 26, Kate 19 and Mi-Claire 10. Top bowlers 
were Kate with 4 for 19 and Jess with 2 for 13. Zoe, Georgia, Tori, Keeley, Mi-Claire and Sophie all 
took a wicket each. Holly again played well as wicket keeper. They won all their games and were to be 
the team that represented Waikato Valley at the Northern Districts Regional Tournament held last 
week, but unfortunately they had too many players unavailable so had to withdraw. Hopefully Oto-
rohanga will get another opportunity to play in this tournament next year as our team is developing into 
a competitive unit that could match the bigger girls schools.  Thanks to Tony Russell and Mr Robinson 
for coaching this team. The Girls Cricket Team for Term 1 was Kate Russell (Captain), Quinn Robin-
son (Vice Captain), Jessica Russell, Tori van der Heyden, Zoe Henderson, Georgia Goddard, Keeley 
Hughes, Mi-Claire Venter, Sophie Carr-Paterson, Lily Carr-Paterson, Holly Carr-Paterson. Mr�Wayne�
Robinson 
 
Junior Mixed Cricket 
The Junior Mixed Cricket Team competed well in the Waikato Year 9 competition played on                     
Saturdays. Although they only won 2 games and lost 4 the team was always competitive and batted 
out their 30 overs each game. Quinn scored 144 runs with an average of 48 and Matauri scored 89 
runs and an average of 22. Jack made a cricket comeback late in the season and ended up averaging 
23 runs over the last few games. All the team members contributed runs when needed, either hitting 
big as Matthew and Breckin were able to or holding an end as required. Matauri was the chief                   
destroyer with the ball taking two 5 wicket bags with the incredible best of 6 wickets for 7 runs. Dion 
and Matthew are developing into good pace bowlers and Jack was always a challenge with his good 
line and length. Well done to this team for stepping up and playing in a strong boys competition which 

Wickets taken: 
1

st
           Daniel Wylie 9 

2
nd

          Liam Fox 8 
3

rd
          Jake Marcroft 7 

4
th
          Charlie Waretini 6 

Runs scored: 
1

st
           Daniel Wylie 139 

2
nd

          Josh Kenny 101 
3

rd
           Mitch Dickson 93 

4
th
           Jake Marcroft 87 



will only help improve their cricketing skills. Thanks to Tony Russell, Nathan Pye and Mr Robinson for 
coaching this team. The Junior Mixed Cricket Team for Term 1 was Kate Russell (Captain) Quinn 
Robinson (Vice Captain) Matauri Waretini, Matthew Bolger, Mackenzie Narbey-Nimeti, Dion Pye, Jes-
sica Russell, Mi-Clare Venter, Tori van der Heyden, Breckin Whiteman, Keeley Hughes, Jack 
Wylie. Mr�Wayne�Robinson 
  
Junior Representative Cricket 
Dion, Matauri and Quinn (making up numbers for the boys) played for the King Country Colts Boys 
Team against Piako and Waipa. These were 40 over selection games for The Waikato Valley Colts 
Representative Team. In the first game against a Piako team that contained 2 Northern Districts Rep-
resentatives, our three Otorohanga players all took wickets and catches off each other which made for 
an interesting score card dominated by Otorohanga. Quinn also scored 23 runs not out as King Coun-
try caused an upset to beat Piako. In the second game against Waipa, Matauri and Dion again bowled 
well as the King Country Colts showed that for 2015 they were a force in the Waikato Valley. Matauri 
and Dion then played for the Waikato Valley Year 9 team against Bay of Plenty in Tauranga. Matauri 
was then selected for the Waikato Valley Colts Development Team which won both their games 
against Counties and Hamilton in a 20/20 competition played in Hamilton. 
 
During the holidays Quinn will be attending a Northern Districts Secondary School Girls Cricket Camp 
at the Ben Williams Academy in Tauranga. She will have the Northern Districts Coaches take her 
through various batting, fielding and bowling clinics, as well as game strategies in match situations on 
the final day of the camp. Mr�Wayne�Robinson 
 
Juniors Basketball Summer League 
Junior Boys  
The junior boys basketball team had a good start 
to the season with a first equal placing in the 
Waitomo Intermediate Tournament that was 
played in Te Kuiti over the last four weeks, and 
consisted of a mixed team from Piopio, two boys 
and a girls team from Te Kuiti High School, and a 
junior girls team from Ōtorohanga, as well as us.  
We had good wins during the competition over 
the TKHS boys, Piopio Mixed, and the Ōtoro-
hanga junior girls, with our only loss to TKHS 
girls. 
On finals night we faced a rejuvenated TKHS boys who had beaten the TKHS girl the previous week 
and were looking for another big game.  It was a hard fought game with us coming out on top 21 to 20 
and booking a place in the final against TKHS girls.   
The final started with a frantic pace and at halftime the scoreboard had them up by two.  Five minutes 
into the second half, and with the scores even, one of our boys went down with a serious leg injury 
and couldn't be moved until an ambulance arrived, so the decision was made by us and the TKHS 
coach to call the game a draw, despite our boys assuring me that they were going to 'waste them' in 
the remaining minutes.  I think the best call was made and I hope Bennett recovers quickly and 
doesn't give basketball away as he was having a good night on the court up until his injury occurred. 
Every player in our team stood out with excellent play, and they can all be proud of the effort in the 
games as well as at training, everyone improved and will continue to improve as the year goes on.   
Taurahere Trent, Peter Pitts-Brown, and Taryn Tata were all selected in the tournament team as stand 
outs throughout the competition.  
The Oto girls had a good night as well, with a well-earned win, and a 'as close as you can get' double 
overtime loss.  Thanks to them for the support they gave us in our games. 
Thanks to all the many parents and supporters that came throughout the tournament as it means a lot 
to the team to have cheering behind them while they're playing, and personally I've seen a lift in play 
and spirits when mum and/or dad are there to watch. 
Our focus now shifts to the winter CCBA competition which starts a couple of weeks into the second 
term.  I hope all of the boys stay for this as we have the makings of a really good team with the boys 
we have, and I look forward to the continued support from family and friends. Mr�Dael�Downs 



Junior Girls  
A�word�from�Coach�Brooke 
Well the newly developed Junior year 9/10 basket-
ball competition has come to an end and what a 
journey it has been. The team started off with less 
than half of the team previously being involved 
with basketball and a majority of the rest convert-
ing from netball. Our main goals at practice includ-
ed boxing out , dribbling with heads up, lay ups, 
drawing the opposition out of the key and cut and 
rotation. 
Each week the girls improved in all these key             
areas and the finals showcased how far they had 
all come, with the girls going into double overtime 
and then going on to win their second game. 
Throughout the season they matched or beat 
each team under the basket with their boxing out 
skills and for a team with only two tall players this 
was exceptional. It has been a real pleasure 
watching these girls grow in confidence each 
week and I couldn't be more PROUD OF YOU 
ALL.  You girls are awesome well done and I hope 
that we can continue as a team together in the          
future.  
 
Touch: 
Senior Mixed Team: 
Well the season has come to an end for another 
summer and what an enjoyable time the team has 
had. Over the last 2 weeks of the round we played 
Hillcrest losing 4-3 and then Cambridge where we 
lost 6-5.  This team have continued to grow in con-
fidence and combination and have scored some 
great team tries. Their attitude has always been 
positive to each other and the opposition and they 
all played hard and fair.  
As we did not have a game this week we played a 
game at the Oto domain against some hostel students which everybody enjoyed. Our team then sat at 
the domain tables and enjoyed a pot luck dinner thanks to our wonderful parents. We would like to 
thank Barry Ruki for being our coach, he was always enthusiastic and passionate about getting us to 
learn more about the game. We also want to thank the ITM ōtorohanga Timber Company for the use 
of their van each week, their continued support in 
this area is greatly appreciated. 
Finally, well done team you are all AWESOME 
Barry and I have enjoyed getting to know you all 
and we wish you all the best for the rest of the 
year. Barry�Ruki,�Coach.�Sally� van�der�Heyden,�
Manager.  
 
Junior Boys: 
As the season came to an end the boys were      
finally getting a feel for the game. Lack of               
substitutes is always hard on players when 
games are fast and hard. Credit given where 
credit is due, the boys didn’t give up and                  
continued to learn from each game. Thanks to 
Barry for coaching the boys.        Mrs�PB 



Junior Girls: 
The Junior Girls Touch Team for Term 1 were the            
defended champions for the Waikato Touch                      
Competition. Ōtorohanga had a few players out with    
injuries so it was a mix of new players and a few                 
returning from last year. The girls worked hard to               
execute the set plays and scored some good tries. They 
took a while to get to grips with the defense required at 
this level and as a result lost most of their games.                
However, they were always close encounters with only 
two tries or less in it each game. Otorohanga finally got 
it all together in the last game against Girls High with a 
good 2-0 win to end the season. Well done Lily who was 
the only year 9 in the team. Thanks to Mr Robinson for 
coaching this team. The Junior Girls Touch Team for Term 1 was Lily 
Carr-Paterson, Sophie Jones, Quinn Robinson, Leah Connolly, Ruth 
Connolly, Kaylee Driver, Jaylin Driver, Kayla Malan, Emily Corin.  
 
North Island Secondary School Dressage Championships: 
A wonderful team effort with all riders contributing points towards  
our overall total meant that the Ōtorohanga College Dressage Team 
came 5

th
 equal at the North Island Secondary School Dressage 

Championships held on 27
th
 March 2015. 

There were secondary schools from all over the North Island present 
at the day run by St Peters Cambridge and our team competed 
against 25 teams. 
Our most experienced rider, Dayna Fox led the way with a 3

rd
 and a 

4
th
, dressage specialist, Iris Hut came 4

th
 and 5

th
 in her class.             

Jacinda Baker Singh had an excellent test coming 2
nd

 and 13
th
 and 

Crystal Makuch performed well in her first season on a new horse 
with a 9

th
 and 11

th
.  The team were very happy with their placing in 

an event traditionally dominated by large, 
highly resourced schools.  The girls’ ded-
ication and passion in their riding came 
through in the results. Erin�Baker 
 
WBOP Athletics & NISS Athletics: 
Of the 21 students that had qualified for 
WBOP Athletics, 13 of our students were 
able to compete.   
Sophie & Lily Carr-Paterson, Shayarna 
Mateni, Angel Winikerei, Kymba               
Montgomery, Jean Pu, Anna Connolly, 
Matthew Bolger, Matthew Connolly, 
Callen Le Lievre, Harry Anglesey, Jordan 
Connolly and Aaron Ormsby. 
For most of our students this next step is daunting, however, we do like to encourage each athlete to 
do their personal best and if they place in the top five then it’s an added bonus. 
Both Angel and Jordan qualified in Javelin for the North Island Secondary Schools (NISS) Athletics 
representing Waikato. Anna Connolly only just missed out placing 4

th
 in the 800ms.  

Unfortunately, Angel couldn’t compete at the NISS Athletics, however, Jordan did compete and                   
finished at a very respectable 5

th
 with little training under his belt.  We will be looking forward to                     

assisting our talented athletes with professional training so they can continue to perform at their best. 
Thank you to Ernest Montgomery for driving our student to this event. 
 
A big thank you to Neelish from Michael’s Milkbar for his generous sponsorship of 18 bags of ice for  
Sports Council fundraising.   


