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Leah Bell To Represent King Country At Youth Parliament 

 

Every three years a competition is hosted by Parliament 

whereby a hundred and twenty-one young New Zealanders 

between 16 and 18 are selected to make up a Youth              

Parliament for Aotearoa.  

Selected secondary schools from the King Country electorate 

region, from Raglan and Te Awamutu in the north to                 

Inglewood in the south were approached to each put forward 

two candidates. These candidates then wrote an essay on the 

topic “What does my community stand for, and how can I help 

my community?” From this the top three essays from the King 

Country electorate region were selected and these students 

were asked to prepare a speech from their essay content and 

present to the Member of Parliament for the King Country, 

Barbara Kuriger. Of the three students selected from our         

region we are proud to announce that two of them are from 

Ōtorohanga College, Kate Russell and Leah Bell.  Leah has 

subsequently been chosen for this prestigious opportunity in 

2016. The tenure for the Youth Parliamentarian is from 25
th
 

January to the 25
th
 July 2016. Kate Russell and the other runner up will also spend time with Barbara 

Kuriger during 2016 discussing and learning how they can continue being Youth Representatives in 

their communities. 

I am so proud of both our students, to be two of the three students from the region chosen to contend 

for this honour is an extraordinary triumph. To win and hold the position of a National Youth                 

Parliamentarian is a huge accomplishment and what a wonderful way to promote student leadership 

and also the profile of our College. Well done to both these amazing young women, we are proud of 

you and your attributes and achievements. 

 

Timoti Harris 

Tūmuaki Ōtorohanga College 

 
 
 
 



 Tēnā koutou te hunga rangatira nō nāianei, hei 
āpopo he hunga oroko-rangatira. Greetings,          
today’s leaders and the creators of tomorrow’s 
leaders.  
 
Term Four is off to a very busy start as we             
prepare for the last two weeks for Senior                
Students. The next weeks will see students               
concluding Internal Assessments, participating in 
Senior Prizegiving and beginning External                
Exams. This is the time for all to focus with               
renewed effort on the completion of work and 
preparation for final assessments and examina-
tions.  
 
With this in mind, there are two vital dates for us 
all to remember. Prizegiving for senior students, 
Years 11 to 13, is the evening of November 4

th
. 

The NCEA external exams for our students 
begin Monday the 9

th
 of November; details of 

both of these events are elsewhere in this      
newsletter. Testimonials for Year 13 students 
have now been written and these will be                  
presented at the Senior Leavers’ Dinner, which 
is to be held on 14

th
 December. 

 
Another major event now reaching fruition is the 
National Petition for a New Zealand Land Wars 
Commemoration day. The enormous work of 
Ōtorohanga College students who envisioned 
this initiative, many staff and school families, is 
culminating in the journey to Wellington on               
December 8

th
 to present the petition/petihana to 

Parliament. There will be more information to 
follow, however, at this time we have indications 
that many schools and indeed iwi groups from all 
over New Zealand intend to accompany us that 
day as we walk to Parliament.  
 
Today there was a special assembly where new 
Leadership Badges were presented to the 2015 
Student Leaders. These badges are modelled 
on the Student Leader badges worn by                   
Ōtorohanga College students in the 1950s and 
this is the first time they have been seen for 
many decades. The badges carry the school 
crest and all were honoured and excited to               
receive them. We look forward to the presenta-
tion of these badges to the 2016 Student Lead-
ers at the Leadership Assembly in February 
2016.  
 
Attendance has again been a major focus for 
our Kura this year and it is very exciting to be 
able to announce that 90 letters were sent home 

this week congratulating students on 95% and 
over attendance for Term Three. Indeed a               
number of students attained 100% attendance. It 
is of note that this 95%+ figure does not include 
justified or explained absences, no matter how 
legitimate. These figures are for actual                               
attendance in school-organised learning. This is 
the third year we have set targets around                 
attendance and every year the numbers                    
improve. Thank you to all those students who 
are striving to achieve their goals and improving 
their learning in the process. Grateful thanks      
also to families for supporting your young people 
to be consistently present and reading for             
learning; we cannot achieve these targets              
without your partnership. 
 
Wednesday saw the Junior and Senior Speech 
competitions take place and whilst there is more 
information about this elsewhere, I wish to say 
how impressive the standard of these speeches 
was. Thank you to the parents who were able to 
attend it was great to see you there and thank 
you for all who helped the students prepare for 
their presentations. 
 
Mid-November sees the beginning of the                 
extensive re-roofing project for our school,              
starting with E Block (the English Faculty block). 
The re-roofing of the whole school will be spread 
over approximately two years and we are very 
pleased to see this project begun. 
 
While we are proud of so many of our students 
as they work incredibly hard towards the end of 
this academic year, I wish to acknowledge four 
students who have achieved extraordinary               
honours in a range of areas. There is more              
information elsewhere in this newsletter,                   
however, congratulations to Leah Bell, Quinn 
Robinson, Kate Russell and Tori Van der                
Heyden, we are all proud of you.  
 
For those students who are now reaching the 
end of their secondary schooling this time is a 
mixed one of excitement, hesitation and antici-
pation as you prepare to step out into your next 
phase of life. Much work and thought has been 
invested into Pathways planning through our 
staff at the College and if any student/tauira is 
still undecided as to their next steps please 
make appointments with Pathways staff to help 
clarify your decisions. To all the staff, Deans, 
Careers, Gateway and Pathways personnel who 
are working so hard to make sure that all our 

 



 

Students are prepared for the journey ahead, 
thank you for the huge amount of work you are 
all engaged upon to support the students of this 
College.  
 
Most of our Year 11 and 12 students will be               
returning so the end of this academic year is not 
quite so final for them, however, they too have 
their challenges ahead as they work to complete 
academic goals and make decisions for the     
transition ahead for 2016 within the College, as 
do our Year 9 and 10 students. Indeed the next 
few weeks have the potential for success which 
can influence the choices made for junior             
students as they move into the senior school.  
 
This is the time when students and staff have 
been involved in the selection of the new student 
leaders for the College in 2016 and with 2                
exceptions, these selections are now finalised. 
There are now 13 senior student leader                    
positions for 2016, which includes two new                 
positions for the kaea/leaders of the Kapa haka. 
There are 16 student councillor positions also 
available to junior and senior students. The             
senior students’ leadership positions and will be 
announced at Senior Prizegiving. The honours 
of Dux, Proxime Accessit, Sporting and Cultural 
Personality, the Hurley Cup and the Principal’s 
Awards will be presented on that night also.  
 
Whilst we will be celebrating the contributions of 
this year’s student leaders at the Senior                 
Prizegiving, I would like to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge the input given by all these              
outstanding young people throughout 2015,              
particularly our Head Students Rhiannon Magee 
and Philip Lord. Thank you all for everything you 

have brought to your roles this year, your ability 
and willingness to give to others is a testament 
to your character.  
 
We are excited to see as many of you as is                 
possible at our Senior Prizegiving. To those            
students getting ready for their final External                           
Exams, on behalf of all the staff here at the             
College we send you all the best for the                  
challenge ahead. Study hard, plan for these last 
few weeks and give all of yourself in the mahi/
work ahead. If you set and achieved your goals 
this year; well done. If you have not, I encourage 
you to honestly reflect to understand the reasons 
for this, and then commit to being more success-
ful next year. The dreams we hold high at this 
time will be realised with effort and our belief that 
they can be fulfilled. To those students leaving 
we thank you for your contributions and gifts to 
this College. I have included a separate notice 
elsewhere in this newsletter regarding my own 
future pathway, which I wish to share with you 
all. 
 
Ma te atua koutou hei manaaki hei tiaki 
Blessings to you all  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nā  
Timoti Harris  
Tumuaki 

 

UPDATE ON THE HIGH PERFORMANCE 

SPORTS PROGRAMME. 

The Ōtorohanga College High Performance Sports                      
Programme applications closed at 3.10 p.m. today.                        
Applications are now being looked at for the selection of the 
group, remembering a maximum of twenty students are   
chosen.   

 

The selected students for 2016 will be made in Week 4  
Term Four. The students are then named and recognised   
at Senior Prizegiving.  



 It is was with mixed feelings that I tendered my resignation as Principal of                        
Ōtorohanga College to the Board of Trustees last week, effective from 2nd May 2016, 
the last day of the Term One holidays. It is my intention to take a step which sees me 
engaged still in education, however, perhaps in a role which may provide more                   
leisure time, more whaanau time, and with less of the pressures and responsibilities 
incurred with the role of Principal.  

I firmly believe and have often stated, that a school requires ‘freshening’ of                       
leadership after about 7 years, and I believe and trust, that the leadership I have    
provided has allowed a strengthening of the kura which will be a great platform for 
the next chapter in this wonderful story of Ōtorohanga College. 

There  are many months until I bid the College and the school community a final 
farewell, this notice is simply to advise the whaanau of my decision. The students 
were told of this news at assembly this morning. The process for appointing a new 
principal is a Board process and you will be kept advised of the timeline when it has 
been decided. I will be writing and talking more over my time remaining at the kura 
and the time for farewells is not now. For this time  I remain, yours sincerely, the 
Principal of Ōtorohanga College,   Timoti Harris. 

 

Ōtorohanga College Charitable Trust Inc Official Logo Design 
  
The Ōtorohanga College Charitable Trust Inc was officially formed at their Inaugural meeting on                
Monday 12

th
October, 2015.  As part of setting up the Trust a letterhead must be designed which will 

include a logo that represents the philosophy and identity of the group that will be used in                           
perpetuity.  The Trustees are inviting logo designs from people who have a creative flair and an                
interest in Ōtorohanga College.  Designs may be submitted by staff, ex and current students and ex 
and current families.  The winner of the logo design will be announced in March 2016 and will be 
granted $100 from the Trust.  
  
Logo specifics: 

 The logo must reflect the main purpose of the Trust which is to promote and assist the social, 
cultural, sporting and educational advancement, and benefit in life of the pupils of Ōtorohanga 
College. 

 The logo must be on A4 paper and stylised in a way that will allow it to be reduced in size to fit at 
the top of a letterhead and also to be reproduced on letterhead and photocopies in the future. 

 We recommend a simple design that is easily identifiable as the logo belonging to the Trust. 

 If the design allows, it may also be used as a watermark. 

 The winning artist and the name of their design will be acknowledged with the logo and the Trust 
will become the official owners of the logo and the logo will not be entitled to be used with any 
other organisation. 

 Use of the logo will be at the discretion of the Trust. 

 Logo submissions are to be received at the Ōtorohanga College office by 5pm Friday 
26

th
 February and must be in an envelope addressed to – Logo Design, Ōtorohanga College 

Charitable Trust Inc. 

   

 The Trust looks forward to receiving your creative entries and we are also excited about                 
awarding our very first grant to the logo design winner in March 2016.  If you have any queries 
please contact Trust Chairman Paul Singh on 027 549 0493 or Trust Secretary Lorraine Fox on 
027 6644 087. 

  
Lorraine Fox 
Secretary 
On behalf of the Ōtorohanga College Charitable Trust Inc 



Week 3 Monday 26th October 

Tuesday 27th October 

Wednesday 28th October 

Labour Day—no school 

Targa Rally 

First Aid Course 

Supporters Evening  

Week 4 Wednesday 4th November Senior Prizegiving 7pm 

Week 5 Monday 9th November 

 

Wednesday 11th November 

Friday 13th November 

NCEA Begins 

NCEA Yr 10 Information Evening 

Sports Committee Meeting 5.30 p.m. 

Yr 10 Spirit of Adventure 

Newsletter #11 

Week 6 Wednesday 18th November 

Thursday 19th November  

Junior Ki-O-Rahi 

BOT Meeting 

Senior Prizegiving  

Our Senior Prizegiving will occur on Wednesday 4th November from 7.00 pm in the College Hall.   

At this celebration we acknowledge and celebrate success and excellence across all aspects of 

College life including sporting achievements, leadership, cultural and academic. This year’s guest 

speaker is Mr Gavin Hockly, Deputy Principal Human Resources, who sadly leaves the College at 

the end of Term Four. 

The evening will include the presentation of the Trades Trophy, Hurley Cup, Cultural Personality 

Of The Year and Sports Personalities Of The Year.  The culmination of the evening is the 

presentation of the Proxime Accessit and Dux. 

All Year 11 to 13 students are expected to attend in correct uniform including Number 1s for 

Senior Leaders.  Students from Years 9 and 10, parents, friends and supporters are warmly               

welcomed. 



Thanks to Chris Lord for his ongoing support 

with our awesome website.   

 

 

PROVIDING QUALITY PROFESSIONAL ADVICE 

TO FARMERS AND BUSINESSES 

 
07 873 7325 Otorohanga 

FREEPHONE:  0800 482 928  

info@baileyingham.co.nz 

  

Thanks to Lauran Robinson for her support with             

photographing events to be used for our newsletter 

and a range of other news media. 

 Greg Smith                                      
SALES MANAGER 
greg@patprescott.co.nz                
T:     07 873 8522                                    
M:   027 439 8185 

Prescott Toyota                                 
152 Maniapoto Street                     
Otorohanga 3900                
www.prescott.toyota.co.nz 

Thanks to OTL for the support they have given to pick up 

the calves donated by our generous farmers for                       

our calf scheme. 



 

Hello there, I am Jean McKenzie of MathZwise                              

Te Awamutu.  Exciting news - Ken Drummond has agreed 

to provide Tutoring in the Otorohanga area.   

               We are thrilled to have such a high standard of Tutor available in the area. 

MathZwise - maths tutoring.  Contact Ken Drummond for maths tutoring.                          
Ph 07 873  8492 or Jean McKenzie 0211335161. 

Respite/Carer Wanted 

An honest, reliable and passionate  

person wanted to work with our               

special needs 14 yr old daughter.   

References required 

Monday-Friday 4-6 pm                             

(10min south of Otorohanga) 

Phone Tracey 078712927 or 

0276763004 

NEWSFLASH 

EFTPOS is coming to Ōtorohanga College                   

Office Monday 9th November 

2015 MAGAZINE 

This years magazine is on a                 

pre-order and pre-pay system.                                              

Get your order and payment in to  the 

College Office                                                

as soon as possible. 

Cost $25.00 

Closing date for orders is                              

Friday 30th October. 

SUPPORTERS                

EVENING 
Wednesday 28th October 

5.30 p.m.   

College Staffroom 

We cordially invite all those 

who support the College in 

numerous ways to an evening 

specially for you. 

THANK YOU 
To those who have contributed 

recipes to our Recipe Book  

Fundraiser. 

If you have any late entries 

email garvinj@otocoll.school.nz 



  

Ōtorohanga College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 (2015) 

NCEA 

Information Evening 

 

Date:  Monday 9th November 

Time:  6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Location:  College Library 

 

This evening is for you and your Year 10 

son/daughter and provides the              

opportunity to listen to an NCEA   

presentation followed by an open         

opportunity to ask questions 



THE NEW DEPUTY PRINCIPAL HAS BEEN           

APPOINTED 

Kia Ora Koutou, 

My name is Tim and my wife (Vicki) and I are really looking                 
forward to joining the Ōtorohanga College Community. We have 
been married for 28 years and have three sons Mathieu (26, who 
is married to Hannah), Josh (24) and Ethan (18). 

 

I have been teaching for the past two years in Korowai Manaaki 
(Youth Justice Residential Facility) training teachers and tutors 
and teaching a unit of 12 boys ranging in age from 15 to 19 
years. Four years previously to that, I was HOD of English at 
Muda Hashim Secondary School in Brunei; an interesting and 
challenging position! I am passionate about equipping teachers 
and enabling boys to achieve success. 

 

In my spare time I enjoy being with family, church, at the beach,              
playing the piano and having a good laugh! 

CONGRATULATIONS  

We take this opportunity to congratulate Corrie Matthews on her 
outstanding achievement gaining the St John Grand Prior Award.  
Corrie explains the process taken to gain this award.   

The St John Grand Prior is the highest award a cadet can get. It is 
signed by the Queen and is a privilege to receive this award.  I 
worked really hard to get this award. Some of the things I had to do 
was complete 100 community service hours, I had to do 12 badges, 
6 compulsory and 6 non compulsory.  Some of the badges I had to 
do ere: First aid, community awareness, communication, drill,                 
caregivers, St John (which was thee hardest badges to do),                    
childcare, road safety, home technology, hobbies, hauora /health 
and leadership. I attend St John Division one night every week and 
did badge weekends. This took me 3 1/2 years to achieve. I have 
my Corporal and am working toward my Sergeant strips to move up. 
I achieved this award on the 4-05-2015. I love St John, it is my              
hobby and helps me get set up with life skills and you meet some 
really awesome people.     Corrie Matthews 

 



Ōtorohanga Students Lead the way to Parliament 

 

Over a year ago 186 students visited 

the Rangiaowhia and Orakau Sites, this 

led to a call for a national petition to 

commemorate and to honour all who 

took part in the NZ Land Wars. 

 

More than 10,000 signatures have been 

recorded and the next step in the             

journey leads to Parliament to present 

the petition. 

 

Organisers Leah Bell and Waimarama 

Anderson have remained committed to 

realising this goal. 

 

Tai Te Ariki Jones says "It's sad to see these historic sites have turned into pasture and paddock." She 

is also upset that very few of these sites have fitting memorials. "Waiting for 150 years is not good 

enough, this should be every year!" 

 

Senior Student Rhiannon Magee wants to honour these NZ Heroes in the same way we                          

commemorate ANZAC Day for those who died on foreign soil. "We don't have a time when we                         

remember our own turbulent history, we must remember as it shapes who we are and where we have 

come from." 

 

All four Students want to see a Commemorative Day that 'aligns with the inclusion of our history into 

our curriculum'. 

 

We are hoping for a good show of support as we travel to Parliament on December 8
th
, say the                

students. 

 

These young leaders have had opportunities to talk to Dame Tariana Turia, MP Marama Davidson 

amongst others. They have also featured in News Articles, TV Current Affairs Shows and facebook. 

 

They echo the catch cry of the petition 

- 'Me maumahara taatou - We must 

remember'. 

 

Link to the article in Waikato Times 

and Stuff.co 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/

politics/72303304/college-students-

petition-for-a-national-holiday-to-

recognise-land-wars  

http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/72303304/college-students-petition-for-a-national-holiday-to-recognise-land-wars
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/72303304/college-students-petition-for-a-national-holiday-to-recognise-land-wars
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/72303304/college-students-petition-for-a-national-holiday-to-recognise-land-wars
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/72303304/college-students-petition-for-a-national-holiday-to-recognise-land-wars


SPEECH FINALS 

On Wednesday 21st October we had the privilege of listening to the following students at our annual 
speech competition. 

Casey Toa (SNR) 
Charmaine Sheffield 
Dion Pye 
Lily Carr-Paterson 
Joshua Hunt 
Sophie Jones 
Jacinda Baker-Singh 
Courtney Irwin 
Jaylin Driver 
Breanna Edwards 
Chloe Smith 
Ruth Connolly 
Sacha Brightwell 
Leah Bell (SNR) 

We listened to topics from 'Alcohol Kills' to 'How to be an inspirational leader'. All participants should 

be extremely proud of their efforts. We congratulate Juniors Sacha Brightwell (1st), Sophie Jones 

(2nd) and Breanna Edwards (3rd). Our winner for the Senior section was Leah Bell and runner up              

Casey Toa.  

 

Left to right: Breanna Edwards , Sophie Jones,                          

Sacha Brightwell 

Left: Casey Toa 

Right: Leah Bell 



Falloon House - Kāinga Rua   
Senior NCEA Exams 

NCEA Exams are fast approaching for our Year 11,12 & 13 students. As in previous years we encourage our              
students to stay at the hostel during their exam leave so that they can use every opportunity that they have to 
prepare for their exams. As always during this time several staff have offered their services by making                  
themselves available either in their classroom or running a workshop in the hostel. 

Hostel Fees 

Falloon House enrols boarders on the understanding that boarding fees will be paid. We incur considerable 
costs in keeping the boarders both well fed and suitably housed. At the same time, every attempt is made to 
keep the boarding fee cost at an affordable level to all parents. In taking this approach, Falloon House operates 
on a thin margin. It is important parents pay their boarding fees to help keep Falloon House economic. 

Term 4 

Up coming events: 

 Year 12 & 13 End of Year Trip - Thursday 15th & Friday 16th October [already participated in] 

 Labour Day - no school Monday 26th October. Hostel Bus will run on Tuesday morning 27th October 

 Leavers Dinner - Thursday 29th October at 5.00pm Parents/Caregivers and Whānau of Year 13 students 
are all invited  

 Senior Prizegiving Wednesday 4th November at 7.00pm in the School Hall 

 Junior End of Year Trip - date to be confirmed 

 Year 8 overnight experience - Thursday 12th & Friday 13th November 

 End of year Dinner - date to be confirmed 

 Junior Prizegiving Friday 11th December at 9.30am 

Prospective Year 9 enrolments for 2016 

A reminder to all prospective Year 9 enrolments for 2016 from our contributing coastal Primary Schools  to 
get your enrolments in as soon as possible because waiting for next year will almost certainly be a gamble not 
worth taking.  

Important Hostel enrolment dates:  

1. Enrolments for 2016 are now open.  

2. Friday November 13th Year 8 Experience Day. Enrolments for 2016 will remain open provided there           
remains spaces. Prospective Hostel Residents Year 8 overnight experience.  

3. Monday 30th November enrolments for 2016 close. 

4. December 7th –11th successful new enrolment candidates for 2016 confirmed and advised.  

 

  Applications for Boarding Allowance can be done online www.education.govt.nz 

Inaugural Hostel Leadership Development Program 

Last week Year 12 & 13 students were privileged to be able to secure 

a berth on Haunui Waka where we were able to launch our Hostel  

Leadership Development Program.   

 

We would like to take this time to thank Uncle Hoturoa Barclay-Kerr and 

Haunui-Te Toki Voyaging Trust for making this possible. It was an enormous 

success. 



 



BYOD UPDATE 
 

Three months out from our kūra going BYOD, preparations are well on course. The teachers at                 
Ōtorohanga College have been working hard to gather an exciting network of materials that support 
learning in all areas. One way of understanding this network is to see the College Website as the top of 
a learning pyramid. This resource will have links to the other aspects of our kura; sporting, academic, 
artistic and social. Each of these parts, which make up the college's website, will in turn have further 
links to individual teachers, coaches, and students websites. 
 
The vision is to make the Ōtorohanga College Website the only resource our students need with which 
to access their learning material. While we are not there yet, we are making great strides towards this 
goal. Examples of this are the recent changes to our website. The maroon colour now more prominent. 
This colour is very symbolic for our school, now and looking back to our proud history. Navigation of the 
website has also been reviewed and is being constantly improved. We would invite our community to 
go to http://www.otocoll.school.nz, have a look around and tell us via the Contacts email link, your         
feedback. 
 
The academic faculties of the kūra have also reviewed their links on the Ōtorohanga College website. 
These are being changed, and improved progressively, leading up to the launch of BYOD in 2016. 
Good examples of this are the PE and Health Department, and the Mathematics Department, with                 
others to come as the new year approaches. 
 
However, the jewel in the crown of our BYOD learning programme is surely our teachers own websites. 
These contain much of the material that our students require to succeed at NCEA and in the junior             
programmes. These websites often contain excellent learning activities and exercises that can be                 
completed at a comfortable rate by students both in class, and also at home. Some good examples of 
these can be found at http://garvinj.wix.com/dteotocoll, or http://tinyurl.com/mr-parsons, or even http://
tinyurl.com/mrnewtonmaths. As the Ōtorohanga College website continues to be updated, these links, 
along with all our teachers websites, will become easily accessed at just the click of a button. 

We are proud of our vision going into BYOD 2016, and beyond. Ōtorohanga College hopes you share 
our excitement, as we all look forward to the future. 
 

 

 

 

Left: Nextbook 

 

Right: HP Stream II 

Laptop (Horizon Blue)  

http://www.otocoll.school.nz/
http://garvinj.wix.com/dteotocoll
http://tinyurl.com/mr-parsons
http://tinyurl.com/mrnewtonmaths
http://tinyurl.com/mrnewtonmaths


 

Welcome to Term 4 everyone, summer code is about to embark on us 
again with both Cricket and Touch for some of our students.   
 
Back into the swing again slowly clearing 
emails, when to my pleasure an email 
from Sport Waikato catches my attention. 
Waikato Secondary Schools Sports 
Awards.  And yes!  we, or shall I say one 

of our very own has made the “finalists list” as Waikato Secondary Schools 
Sportswoman of the Year and quite deserving I might say.  
 
Quinn Robinson, nominated for her exceptional Cricket achievements, 
however, she also has a list long of other outstanding achievements not to 
be scoffed at.  Congratulations Quinn, you deserve it and the College is 
very proud of you and the hard work you have put into getting there. 
 
Quinn Robinson Sporting Achievements 2016  
International Achievements: 
Northern Districts Māori Women's Cricket Tour to Rarotonga to play Cook 
Islands Women's Cricket Team (Top scored for Māori in game 2 against Cook Islands with 37 not out 
and averaged 34 runs for the four game series) 
 
National Achievements: 

 Northern Districts Spirit Senior Women's Cricket Team Wider Training Squad 

 Northern Districts Spirit Emerging Squad for National U18 and U21 Tournaments Palmerston North 

 Northern Districts U15 Girls Cricket Team at National Tournament Wanganui (7th overall in batting 
with an average of 33 runs) 

 Tairāwhiti Māori Women's Hockey Team at National Māori Hockey Tournament Whangarei 

 Waikato Hockey U15 Girls Development Team at National Tournament Christchurch (Vice Captain     
and MVP for Waikato Team) 

 Participant in National XC MTB Championship Rotorua 
 
North Island and/or Regional Achievements: 

 1st U17 Girls Waikato Bay of Plenty Secondary Schools XC Mountain Biking Te Miro Cambridge 

 1st Intermediate Girls King Country XC Running Championship Piopio 

 4th U16 North Island XC MTB Winter Series (Bronze medal race 2) Rotorua 

 Finalist Waikato Secondary Schools Sports Awards 

 Member of Waikato Valley Senior Women's Cricket Team (Runners up in Northern Districts            
Competition) 

 Member of Waikato Valley Junior and Senior Secondary Schools Team 

 Member of King Country Colts Junior Secondary Boys Team - (Winners of Waikato Valley Colts 
 Series) 
 
School and Club Achievements: 

 Captain Ōtorohanga Girls Hockey Team (winners D grade Waikato Hockey Secondary Schools 
 Competition) 

 Member of Te Kuiti Girls Hockey Team (winners C grade Waikato Hockey Secondary Schools 
 Competition) 

 Member of Te Awamutu Senior Women's Reserve Grade Team (Winners of reserve grade Waikato 
 Hockey Competition 

 Vice Captain Ōtorohanga Girls Cricket Team (Winners Waikato Valley Secondary Girls                         
 Competition) 

 Captain Ōtorohanga Junior Girls Touch Team (Semi finalist Waikato Touch Competition) 

 Member of Ōtorohanga Raptors Touch Team 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Touch: 
Mrs Pitts-Brown and I took one Senior Mixed Touch team and one Junior Mixed Touch team to Te 
Kuiti for a Touch rugby tournament on the last Thursday of Term Three. With very little training               
because of House competitions during lunch times the teams played really well with the Junior team 
going into a drop in their semi final, but unfortunately, they were unable to score first so missed out on 
the final. The Senior team were able to finish fifth out of a much bigger pool of teams. 
A big thank you to all those students who participated, for Honouring Others, the Environment and 
Themselves during the day. 
Mr Mudge 

Still clearing those emails I come across another with fantastic news.  
 
This time it’s for Tori Van der Heyden for being selected in the Netball 
Waikato Bay of Plenty Performance Development Squad. 
There are 3 Levels in the Performance Development Squad. 

Level 3 - top 12 Zone Players 
Level 2 - the next 24 players comprising Open & U20 players 
Level 1 - the top 70 U17 players from the Zone. 

Tori has been named in the Waikato Bay of Plenty Zone Level 1          
Development Squad for 2015/16.  This group is the entry Development 
Squad for our Zone and is made up of around 70 emerging talented 
U17 netballers.  Congratulations again Tori. 

Another quiet achiever is Kate Russell. Over the 
holiday break Kate recently attended a Northern 
Districts U18 training camp in Tauranga. This 
means she is now an “Identified player for 2015 
Northern Districts” so can attend various training 
opportunities run by them. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hillary Outdoors Tongariro National Park 
Over the holidays both Miss Hayward and I braved the elements once again and steered a group of 
Year 10 students 5 days away from civilisation and the digital world into the big unknown ….. Hillary 
Outdoors (formally OPC) Tongariro National Park.   Quite often we take things for granted and for 
most of us we have had the opportunity to get to the mountain now and then over winter, but we do 
often forget that somehow. there are still others out there that have never, ever experienced snow   
before.   
 “It is truly amazing to see students eyes light up for the first time they see and touch snow.” 
This alone is worth taking time off from our families to be there with them and witnessing their new             
experiences.  And now we will share with you their stories of this experience. 

 



Group 1 
Group One's experience at Hillary outdoors on the last week of the holidays.  A lucky group of                 
students travelled (quite tiredly, since it was the earliest we had woken up in a week!) to Hillary             
Outdoors in Tongariro. I was part of Group 1, which consisted of a diverse (dysfunctional) group of 
Ōtorohanga College students who pulled together over the five days and became a family.  
 
Day 1: We were all trying to find our feet in the group and team challenges helped us do just that. After 
an early wakeup and a breakfast of chewy toast (thanks Tarryn), we made our way to the low ropes 
where we tackled team challenges and frustrations. We then geared up at the high ropes and once a 
fair way up you could see a stunning view of the mountains covered in snow.  
 
Day 2: We made our way to Ruapehu. After a lengthy snowball fight and snowman building (which 
through COPYING Team 2 won and we lost) we dug into the ‘Dingle biscuits’ and were ready for the 
challenging climb up the rugged cliff face. This day was voted a favourite by many, it was challenging 
and lots of fun, leaving the majority sleeping on the bus going back to base.  
 
Day 3: THIS WAS TIRING AND HOT! Bursting with camping gear, clothes and lollies our tramping 
bags sat heavy on our backs ready to test us throughout a day of tramping. After four hours of walking 
and only a 100 metres from camp, a team member sprained her ankle- tearing tendons. Within a few 
seconds our instructor Bridg had MUD in a plastic bag against her ankle and was calling, using what 
was very close to a flash walkie talkie, team two for support. After much grunting, puffing and piggy 
backing and back swapping we made it to a road. There she was taken by van back to recuperate for 
the night. The night of camping consisted of decent macaroni and cheese + ‘scary’ stories around a 
fire. A small group also spent time under the stars in our sleeping bags until it started to... rain.  
 
Day 4: Caving! Honestly we weren't really looking forward to this after packing up our wet camp and 
then a breakfast of burnt noodles( thanks again Tarryn), but once inside the cave we enjoyed a maze 
of tunnels and tight squeezes.  
 
Day 5: We spent the morning under the sun and in canoes. Soon some of us were doing manus off a 
bridge and into the crisp water. A few hours later we were packed, tired and very sad to be leaving. 
The trip back was a mess of sleeping and off-key singing. THANKYOU so much to the instructor 
Bridg, teachers and Hillary Outdoors. The experience was amazing with everyone learning new things 
about the outdoors and, importantly, themselves and others. A family was made and so were many 
memories. I and everyone else would DEFINITELY recommend this to anyone and everyone. A very 
special and big thankyou to Team 1 (the Multi Cultural Marshmallows)!!!!!!!  
Ashlee Hawkes Board 
 
 



Group 2 
Hillary Outdoors was an amazing experience, we all had a great week and at the start we couldn't 
even get into an ordered line, we couldn't work as a team and didn't know each other so were unsure. 
An hour I think it took us to simply figure out a way to get into a line...so we failed at our first team 
building challenge, but we were a pretty good bunch of singers I must say. 
When we finally conquered the low ropes..ish, we moved onto high ropes. After climbing the high 
ropes I personally felt like I could trust putting my life in my team's hands and I think they grew to feel 
the same way. We learned to encourage each other and their encouragement helped me face my 
fears, we learned to trust each other which was essential for tomorrow’s adventure. 
Rock climbing on Mt Ruapehu was an amazing experience, we had some fails, and the wind got the 
better of some of us. But we got back up to try again, fears were conquered or at least faced as                    
everyone had a go. 
 
Our next challenge set was caving, but first we ate a fabulous lunch created by Ruth and Seth with 
some interesting combinations in our sandwiches. We finished our lunch and headed for the cave, 
some feared it, but all got through it.   
Before heading into the cave we radioed into Hillary Outdoors and had some fabulous comebacks 
from Seth after we were told to look out for the polar bears.  We encountered cave wetas which at first 
frightened me as I was told scary stories by Shannon about how they landed on your head, but I put 
that aside so I could enjoy the experience, glow worms lit up the top of the caves as we made our way 
through the tight spaces. Some of us got lost, some of us fell over and some of us got stuck (Luke), 
but we found our way and our team helped each other out. We fought off the polar bears and made it 
out of the cave. 
 
Camp out night some decided to sleep outside, some longer than others, some got wetter than others, 
we listened to the call of the kiwis and that was an extraordinary moment, we stayed up and got to 
learn more about each other.  We woke up the next morning and got handed a map to find our way 
back to Hillary Outdoors, we were a little 
confused and in the end we may or may 
not have gone off the path a little to find 
our way back.  We finally arrived back and 
decided to set off kayaking, by far Ngaere 
and Ethan's falls were the best as Ethan 
pushed Ngaere off and Ngaere sought  
revenge on Ethan and was determined to 
tip his kayak over. 
 
On the last day we spent our last time                     
together as a team before heading back 
home, we shared our favourite moments 
and the things we would always remember 
about Hillary Outdoors. 
 
The time spent at Hillary Outdoors was 
something I will never forget... and I bet 
my team will never forget either.  We 
made memories that will stay with us for 
life, we found out stuff about each other 
that we would never have guessed, we 
learned to work as a team, we conquered 
or faced fears, we made new friends and 
we had an amazing experience and a                   
fabulous time.  Thanks to Hillary                     
Outdoors.     
Emily Corin 



 
 
 


